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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
“Note the following unparalleled attractions: - Fifty minutes from San Francisco;
delightful climate; perfect drainage; trout streams; purest and best of water in great
abundance; water system now under construction; beautiful drives and perfect views
of mountain, bay, forest and city. Forests of redwoods and other evergreen trees and
shrubs; in fact all the attractions of city life, minus the discomforts of each.”1
So wrote auctioneer Samuel Ferguson, in a publication for the Tamalpais Land & Water Company
land auction held on May 31, 1890. The auction resulted in the sale of approximately 200 acres of
the former Rancho Sausalito land grant. At the time of the auction, the area was overwhelmingly
rural; fewer than ten homes were distributed across all of what is now Mill Valley. The scenic,
forested lots located in the canyons and valleys of Mount Tamalpais offered a rural respite from the
urban chaos and chilling fog of nearby San Francisco. With the construction of the North Pacific
Coast Railroad spur to Mill Valley and, later, the Mill Valley & Mount Tamalpais Scenic Railway,
increasing numbers of seasonal visitors flocked from San Francisco via ferry service and rail travel
for summer camping, swimming, hiking, and hunting. Cabins, campgrounds, hotels, and lodges were
established to cater to seasonal visitors. Most lots purchased in 1890 were gradually developed with
permanent residential homes. Civil engineer Michael O’Shaughnessy laid out a plan for Mill Valley
that included a commercial downtown area as well as a pedestrian network of steps, lanes, and paths
(SLPs). The town of Mill Valley was incorporated in 1900 and soon after became a haven for
refugees displaced by the 1906 earthquake – many of whom fled San Francisco and resettled
permanently in Mill Valley.
During the early twentieth century, Mill Valley prospered as the population rapidly grew. Numerous
civic, cultural, and recreational institutions were established, including the famous Dipsea Race (the
oldest cross-country trail race in the nation), the Outdoor Art Club and Mountain Play. After a
period of sustained development, Mill Valley experienced a devastating fire in 1929 which damaged
or destroyed over 100 homes. In the wake of the fire, Mill Valley grappled with the financial
downturn of the Great Depression. In 1937, the Golden Gate Bridge opened, connecting San
Francisco and the Marin County peninsula via the U.S. 101 highway – a development that changed
Mill Valley forever. Reliance on ferries and passenger railroads sharply declined with the increasing
accessibility of the personal automobile. During World War II and immediately following, Mill
Valley experienced an explosion in population and housing construction. This growth resulted in
tensions between expanding development and a desire to conserve natural spaces and retain the
small-town atmosphere. Today, Mill Valley continues to attract residents and visitors from San
Francisco commuters to outdoor enthusiasts, who all appreciate the natural beauty and unique
character of Mill Valley.
During the late nineteenth century and early twentieth centuries, buildings constructed in Mill Valley
ranged from rustic lodges and vernacular buildings to high-style examples of the First Bay Tradition,
Tudor Revival, and Queen Anne styles. Mill Valley’s population increased following its
incorporation in 1900, in the aftermath of the 1906 earthquake, and throughout the prosperous
years of the 1910s and 1920s. Residences, as well as commercial and institutional buildings, were
constructed in a range of revival styles – including Tudor Revival and Spanish Colonial Revival – as
well as Craftsman, Arts and Crafts and Bay Tradition regional styles. The 1940s were generally

June 7, 2021

1

Page & Turnbull, Inc.

Historic Context Statement
Executive Summary

Mill Valley
Marin County, California

characterized by the construction of tracts of Minimal Traditional style houses. These homes
included numerous houses built by developer George Goheen who leveraged the influx of defense
workers to the Marin County area leading up to and during World War II to access financing and
otherwise rationed building materials. Following the end of the war, Mill Valley residential
development included suburban tract developments that characterized much of national postwar
growth. In addition to the typical California Ranch style houses, Mill Valley also was grounds for a
number of experimentations in high-style Modernist architecture – including Campbell & Wong’s
famous and prolific A-frame “Leisure House.” A number of prominent Bay Area architects designed
homes and institutional buildings in Midcentury Modern and the Second and Third Bay Tradition
regional modernist styles.
Few extant resources survive from the Native American & Spanish Mission Periods (10,000 BCE to
1833) or the Mexican Rancho & Early American Periods (1834 to 1882), and as such any properties
from these periods are likely to be significant evidence of the earliest history of Mill Valley. This
historic context statement finds that surviving examples of Mill Valley’s nineteenth century
development may be historically significant for their association with the early development of Mill
Valley as a destination for outdoor recreation and resorts, or for association with the early mill and
lumber industry. Many buildings developed during the early twentieth century may also be
significant for their associations with a key transitional period in the city’s development following
the displacement of many San Francisco residents after 1906 earthquake and fires. While some
buildings, especially institutional buildings, from this era are likely to be individually significant, the
residential neighborhoods developed during the Incorporation & Early Development Period (1900
to 1929) may best be conveyed through districts or groups of buildings. Much of the post-World
War II development in Mill Valley is unlikely to be historically significant, as the residential
development largely mirrors state and local trends in development, but there are a number of
outstanding examples of Midcentury Modern, Second Bay Tradition, and Third Bay Tradition
buildings and landscapes that may be found significant for their architecture or design. In addition to
residential, commercial, and institutional buildings, Mill Valley has an array of significant recreational
properties that illustrate the city’s unique history; these include former hunting lodges, hiking trails,
an early twentieth century golf course, and public parks built on former tidal marshes.
Throughout decades of change and without a local preservation ordinance, Mill Valley has managed
to preserve much of its historic character. The City of Mill Valley created a Historic Overlay (H-O)
designation in 1975 which allowed standard zoning to remain in effect while adding new provisions
to protect certain historic buildings. Initiated by Mill Valley residents, the Mill Valley Historical
Society (MVHS) also developed a “MVHS Partial List of Historic Structures” in 1998. Additional
properties were identified as potentially significant in subsequent efforts. In addition to the creation
of this Historic Context Statement, all 176 properties identified by the Mill Valley Historic Overlay
and subsequent lists were resurveyed and evaluated by Page & Turnbull for their significance and
integrity in 2017-2018. The results of the survey update are discussed in a separate Mill Valley Historic
Resources Inventory Survey Report (2021). This Historic Context Statement and accompanying survey
update provide a foundation for the City of Mill Valley to establish guidelines for identifying,
maintaining, and promoting its significant historic resources.
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I. INTRODUCTION
A. Project Background & Objectives
The Mill Valley Historic Context Statement was sponsored by the City of Mill Valley Planning
Department and will be used as a foundation for the continued development of the City’s historic
preservation program. Preparation of the Historic Context Statement was undertaken in order to
bring a greater level of consistency and clarity to the city’s preservation planning efforts, which have
been ongoing for more than forty years.
In 1975, the City of Mill Valley adopted a Historic Overlay (H-O) zoning designation that regulated
27 identified historic properties and offered incentives including certain building fee waivers. The HO requires a design review process for any addition or alteration to listed structures, in accordance
with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. In 1998, the Mill Valley Historical
Society (MVHS) complied a “MVHS Partial List of Historic Structures,” which included 94
additional properties that it believed were worthy of H-O protection. In 2010, the Mill Valley
Planning Department recommended to the Planning Commission that all of the buildings on the
1998 “MVHS Partial List of Historic Structures” be subject to H-O zoning regulations; however, the
Planning Commission did not act on the recommendation. In 2016, members of the Mill Valley
Historical Society’s Historic Preservation Committee added another ten non- residential properties
to a list of potential historic structures; this list is referred to as the “Non-Residential Additions to
the Partial List of Historic Structures” (2016).
In 2013, the City of Mill Valley adopted the Mill Valley 2040 General Plan (MV2040) Update, which
includes a variety of policies and programs that are aimed at protecting and enhancing Mill Valley’s
community character and its historic resources. In order to better guide the assessment of potential
historic resources throughout Mill Valley, and to create a framework for the preservation efforts in
Mill Valley, the City requested the preparation of this Historic Context Statement.
This document presents the history of Mill Valley’s built environment from pre-history to the 1980s
in order to support and guide identification and evaluation of historic properties throughout the city,
as well as to inform future planning decisions. The document identifies important periods, events,
themes, and patterns of development, and provides a framework for evaluating individual historic
properties and neighborhoods for the National Register of Historic Places and California Register of
Historical Resources. Historic property types associated with these periods and themes are also
identified and described in the historic context statement, and significance and integrity
considerations are included for each.
It is important to note that while the Historic Context Statement identifies key historical themes in
Mill Valley’s development, it is not a comprehensive history of the city, nor is it a definitive listing of
all the city’s significant resources. Instead, it provides a general discussion of the forces that shaped
Mill Valley’s built environment, why properties associated with that development are important, and
what characteristics they need in order to qualify as historic resources.
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B. Definition of Geographical Area
The Mill Valley Historic Context Statement addresses the geographical area within the current city
limits. Mill Valley is a hill and valley town located just north of Richardson Bay, between Sausalito
and Corte Madera, in Marin County, California. The irregular boundary of the incorporated City of
Mill Valley is generally formed by Richardson Bay to the south; U.S. 101 highway to the east; the
Town of Corte Madera and Corte Madera and Blithedale Ridges to the north; Marin Municipal
Water District lands, which include the Mount Tamalpais, to the northwest; and Edgewood Avenue
to the west. Among the principal roads, Miller Avenue runs northwest-southeast and serves as a
primary commercial corridor as it runs from Richardson Bay into the heart of downtown Mill
Valley. Other major local thoroughfares include East Blithedale Avenue which runs east-west from
downtown Mill Valley to Highway 101, and Camino Alto which runs north-south from Miller
Avenue to the Town of Corte Madera.
Due to the narrow valley and steep canyons and hillsides that form the topography of Mill Valley,
the city has never been laid out on an orthogonal grid; rather streets have typically followed the
natural contours of the land and waterways. The downtown core of Mill Valley, which is at the base
of Cascade and Blithedale Canyons, features smaller walkable commercial and mixed-use blocks of
irregular shape. The oldest residential roads in Mill Valley wind their way through the canyons and
up the steep hills and are extremely narrow and heavily wooded. The city then expanded outward
toward the south and east through a series of additions, subdivisions, and annexations in the early
twentieth century, and again during World War II and its postwar period. During the first half of the
twentieth century, before World War II, most of Mill Valley’s subdivision developments tended to
be developed south and west of downtown. During the postwar period, subdivisions, tract
developments, and multi-family developments spread into the hills around Camino Alto and Shelter
Ridge, and feature wide suburban-style curvilinear streets and cul-de-sacs.
Notable Mill Valley sites include Old Mill Park just west of downtown; the Outdoor Art Club
building and gardens downtown; the Dipsea Trail which connects Mill Valley to Stinson Beach; the
network of “Steps, Lanes, and Paths” that weave throughout Mill Valley; Cascade Falls in the upper
part of Cascade Canyon; the Ralston White Retreat (formerly known as the Garden of Allah) in the
upper reaches of Blithedale Canyon; and the Pickleweed Inlet of Richardson Bay and the
surrounding marshes. Nearby natural resources and attractions which have played a major role in
tourism and the development of Mill Valley include Mount Tamalpais, Muir Woods National
Monument, Muir Beach, and Stinson Beach.
The study area for this Historic Context Statement encompasses the incorporated area of Mill
Valley. Adjacent census-designated areas with Mill Valley addresses – such as Almonte, Homestead
Valley, and some parts of Alto – are occasionally addressed when they pertain to nearby Mill Valley
but are not comprehensively discussed since they are primarily outside the city limits.
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DOWNTOWN

Map of the Mill Valley Historic Context and Survey Update study area.
Source: Page & Turnbull, MarinMap GIS Data, and Esri's World Imagery (USDA FSA, NAIP 2016).

C. Methodology & Research
The Mill Valley Historic Context Statement is organized chronologically, with sections that
correspond to major periods in Mill Valley’s history from pre-history to the present. The
organization and content of this historic context statement are consistent with federal, state and
local guidelines for registering historic properties and developing historic contexts. These include the
guidelines found in the following publications:
▪

National Park Service: National Register Bulletin No. 15 How to Apply the National
Register Criteria for Evaluation
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National Register Bulletin No. 16A How to Complete the National Register Registration
Form
National Register Bulletin No. 16B How to Complete the National Register Multiple
Property Documentation Form
National Register Bulletin No. 24 Guidelines for Local Surveys: A Basis for Preservation
Planning
State of California, Office of Historic Preservation Instructions for Recording Historical Resources
California Statewide Historic Preservation Plan, 2006-2010

Numerous and varied sources of information were synthesized to create the information found in
this report. Primary source documents that originated within the historical period include official
reports and records, media accounts, U.S. Census records, records of building construction, personal
narratives, maps and photographs. Of particular importance, Sanborn Fire Insurance Co. maps of
Mill Valley from 1903, 1908, 1924, and 1948 illustrate lot-by-lot, building-by-building development
during much of the period under discussion.
Secondary sources were those that conveyed historical information through analysis, summary, or
reproduction of primary materials. These include accounts of Mill Valley’s history in books and
newspaper articles, previous historical reports, GIS maps, as well as scholarly papers and research.
Several repositories and collections were consulted, including the Mill Valley Historical Society; Mill
Valley Public Library; Mill Valley Planning & Building Department; Marin County offices; and
online collections including those of the California State Library; the Library of Congress; the
University of California’s Calisphere system; and the David Rumsey Historical Map Collection.
Due to the vast scope city development covered, the use of secondary sources is typical and
necessary during the preparation of a Historic Context Statement. Where necessary, “circa” dates
were used to indicate that the exact date of a photograph, event, or date of construction is unknown
or contested. Archival building-specific research was outside the scope of this Historic Context
Statement. However, the Historic Context Statement is a “living document,” and the Mill Valley
Planning Department staff will annotate it if any corrections with reliable sources are communicated
to them in the future. The report may also be updated and republished at a future time.
Large areas covered by the Historic Context Statement were examined by walking the
neighborhoods or driving through areas deemed to have a high potential for historic resources.
Satellite and aerial views were also extensively reviewed, especially for identifying concentrations of
buildings by virtue of their massing, plan and roofline. In addition, individual buildings currently
listed on either the “Historic Overlay,” “Partial List of Historic Resources,” or “Possible Additions
to the Partial List” were surveyed.
The report also includes a number of current and historic images of Mill Valley. Many of the historic
images were gathered from secondary sources, which are cited in the image caption. The inclusion of
these historic images is intended to be consistent with the “fair use” policies of the U.S. Copyright
Office, which states that reproductions used for “criticism, comment, news reporting, teaching
(including multiple copies for classroom use), scholarship, or research, is not an infringement of
copyright.”2 It is also worth noting that unless specific measures have been taken to renew image
copyrights, all published works made prior to 1923 are now in the public domain.3 This report has
been prepared expressly as a scholarly research document, and the inclusion of these images was
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deemed vital for illustrating historic events and development patterns for which few, if any,
alternative images are available. All current photographs were taken by Page & Turnbull during site
visits in October 2017, unless otherwise specified.
Finally, because this historic context statement discusses hundreds of properties, the reader should
assume that any individual building pictured remains extant today, unless specific mention is made
otherwise. This is particularly true of buildings that are familiar landmarks in Mill Valley, such as
schools, churches and civic facilities.
PROJECT TEAM
This Historic Context Statement has been prepared by Page & Turnbull, a San Francisco-based
architecture and planning firm that has been dedicated to historic preservation since 1973. Page &
Turnbull staff responsible for this project includes Principal-in-Charge Ruth Todd, FAIA, AICP,
Project Manager/Senior Architectural Historian Christina Dikas, and Architectural Historians
Katherine Wallace and Hannah Simonson, all of whom meet the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional
Qualifications Standards in Historic Architecture, Architectural History, and/or History.
Coordination of the project was undertaken by Senior Planner Lisa Newman, of the City of Mill
Valley Planning Department. Considerable assistance was also provided by City of Mill Valley staff,
including Kari Svanstrom, Senior Planner, and Jill McNeal, Engineering Technician. Additionally,
Cate Mayfield and the docents of the Lucretia Little History Room at the Mill Valley Library were of
great support, as were members of the Historic Context Statement Advisory Committee, including
Eric Macris, Lauri Harper, Pam Keon, Betty Goerke, and Kevin Skiles.

D. How to Use This Document
The Mill Valley Historic Context Statement identifies development patterns and significant
properties in the area. It is intended to be used as a tool by the Mill Valley community to better
understand and evaluate the city’s historic resources. The document is organized as follows:
▪
▪

▪

Chapter II. Previous Surveys, Studies and Reports summarizes previous historic
resource survey work in Mill Valley.
Chapter III. Guidelines for Evaluation provides an overview of the various national,
state, and local registration requirements; a summary of significant themes; a definition of
each of the major property types found in the city (residential, commercial, industrial, and
civic/institutional); and guidelines for evaluating the significance and integrity of these
properties. The guidelines in this chapter can be used by the City of Mill Valley as the
framework for future evaluations.
Chapter IV. Historic Context includes a narrative of the area’s developmental history. This
history is broken into six periods that are defined by events, themes, and development
trends. Property types associated with each of the six periods are identified and analyzed.
The information in this chapter does not provide any determinations of eligibility, but rather
can be used as a reference point when questions arise regarding a property’s significance and
integrity.
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E. Frequently Asked Questions
What is a Historic Context Statement (HCS)?
A Historic Context Statement (HCS) is a specialized historic study. It focuses on the physical
development of an area—how and why it developed, what types of properties characterized that
development, and whether or not they may be historically significant. An HCS identifies significant
themes, patterns and property types, so that interested parties can recognize the forces that shaped
the built environment over time. This provides a framework that helps in the identification,
evaluation, and treatment of historic properties.
What is the purpose of an HCS?
In 2013, the City of Mill Valley adopted the Mill Valley General Plan MV2040, which includes a
variety of policies and programs that are aimed at protecting and enhancing Mill Valley’s community
character and its historic properties. The HCS fulfills Land Use Element Policy LU.8: Promote
education about and greater appreciation of historic preservation.
The HCS achieves this General Plan policy by helping the community to:
▪ better understand historic properties, even in the absence of comprehensive knowledge
about specific buildings
▪ establish preservation goals and strategies
▪ support the update of the City’s informal inventory of historic properties
▪ provide the basis for future preservation planning decisions & programs.
What is not included in an HCS?
An HCS is a summary of an area’s physical development. It is not intended to be a comprehensive
community history, nor does it evaluate the significance or eligibility of individual properties to be
considered historic resources.
Who uses the HCS?
The HCS may be used by anyone. It is intended to help property owners, members of the
community, architects, historic resources planning consultants, city planners, and decision-making
bodies such as the Planning Commission, recognize and consider protection of historic properties.
Can the HCS tell me when my property was built?
Generally speaking, the HCS does not provide specific construction dates for particular properties.
However, it can help you focus on the period when your property was constructed. By reading
about the property types and architectural styles that are associated with different periods of
development in Mill Valley, you should be able to make an educated guess about when your
property was built.
Where can I learn more about the history of my property?
For those interested in learning more about their property, visit the Mill Valley Public Library either
in person or online. The Mill Valley Public Library’s Lucretia Little History Room collection
includes maps, city directories, newspaper articles, photographs, ephemera, and other pertinent
publications. The Mill Valley Historical Society is another online resource for articles and
photographs; their annual publication, Mill Valley Historical Society Review, is available digitally through
the Mill Valley Public Library.
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A photo of my property appears in the HCS. Does this mean it is historically significant?
Not necessarily. The photos in the HCS are intended to support the text descriptions, or to provide
examples of property types. However, just because a photo of a building appears in the HCS does
not automatically mean that the property is an eligible historic resource.
Will the HCS place restrictions on my property?
No. The HCS in an informational document that integrates with existing plans and policies. It is
designed to help building owners, planners, and other interested parties evaluate the potential
historic significance of a property, but does not create any official designation, development
restriction or other limitation. The California Environmental Quality Act and the Mill Valley
Municipal Code are the regulatory documents that guide the treatment of historic resources in the
area.
Will the HCS affect my property tax?
No. The HCS in an informational document that is intended to implement General Plan policies
and integrate with the City’s existing development review process. It will help building owners,
planners, and other interested parties evaluate the potential historic significance of a property, but
does not establish any official designation, development restriction, or other limitation.
The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the Mill Valley Municipal Code are the
regulatory documents that guide the treatment of historic properties in Mill Valley. In the CEQA
review process, development projects that are designed to be sensitive to the historic character of
the property will receive a Categorical Exemption (Cat. Ex.), which means that no further
environmental review is required, while projects that introduce a large amount of change, including
demolition, could require more intensive environmental review. More information about the CEQA
environmental review process as it relates to historic buildings is located at the California Office of
Historic Preservation website: http://ohp.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=21721
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II. PREVIOUS SURVEYS, STUDIES, AND REPORTS
The citizens and City of Mill Valley have recognized its architectural heritage for many years. While
the MV2040 General Plan does not include a Preservation Element, historic preservation is
addressed in the Land Use Element. The Mill Valley Historic Overlay Zone has provisions which
protect buildings of historic importance. This chapter identifies existing historic preservation tools
and prior historic resource lists, surveys, and studies on file with the City of Mill Valley Planning
Department.
MILL VALLEY GENERAL PLAN
The current MV2040 General Plan was adopted in October 2013 and does not include a dedicated
Preservation Element, but addresses historic preservation in the Land Use Element. The Land Use
Element details three goals and a number of associated policies related to Mill Valley’s historic and
archaeological resources. The three goals include:
▪

▪

▪

LU.6 Resources Inventory: Work with the Mill Valley Historical Society to develop and
implement a comprehensive survey of potential historic and archeological resources.
 LU.6-1 Create a Mill Valley Historic Resources Inventory that includes a
community-wide survey of property types and historic, architectural, or cultural
contributions and an evaluation of the integrity and significance of these resources.
 LU.6-2 Make the inventory available to the public, City staff, and decision-makers
and incorporate historic preservation considerations into the City’s decision-making
process.
LU.7 Protection of Historic and Cultural Resources: Protect the historical and cultural
value, architectural appearance, aesthetics, and unique character of historic and cultural
resources.
 LU.7-1 Adopt and implement a historic and cultural preservation ordinance that
could include regulations and procedures to address:
▪ Standards and process for review of proposed additions and/or deletions to
potential or listed resources;
▪ The creation of a Historic Preservation Advisory Commission that includes
the representation of both historic and cultural resource interests;
▪ Establishment of a process for consultation on and the recovery and
treatment of cultural resources before commencing construction activities in
areas where cultural resources may be present; and
▪ Definition of owner responsibilities for care and maintenance of designated
historic properties to prevent demolition by neglect.
 LU.7-2 Establish regulations to postpone the demolition of potential or listed
historic or cultural resources while other alternatives are considered.
 LU.7-3 Establish development guidelines and standards that are consistent with the
character and significance of designated historic districts, landmarks, or
neighborhoods.
 LU.7-4 Require reasonable efforts to salvage architectural elements that would
otherwise be destroyed.
LU.8 Education and Appreciation: Promote education about and greater appreciation of
historic preservation and efforts to protect historic and cultural resources.
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LU.8-1 Seek private funding and grants in support of historic and cultural
preservation.
LU.8-2 Promote the benefits of owning a historic property.
LU.8-3 Promote heritage education in local schools.
LU.8-4 Establish an awards program for local historic and cultural preservation
efforts.
LU.8-5 Establish guided or self-guided tours of local historic and cultural resources,
districts, and neighborhoods.4

MILL VALLEY HISTORIC OVERLAY ZONE
The City of Mill Valley does not have an official register of historic properties, nor provisions in its
Municipal Code for evaluating and designating historic properties on a local level (as individuals or
as districts). However, a Historic Overlay (H-O) designation was created in 1975 and allowed
standard zoning to remain in effect, while adding new provisions to protect buildings of historic
importance. The city’s list of H-O parcels includes 27 properties: five non-residential properties and
22 residential properties.5
MILL VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY PARTIAL LIST OF HISTORIC STRUCTURES
& POSSIBLE ADDITIONS TO PARTIAL LIST
Though not an official historical register, the Mill Valley Historical Society also maintains a MVHS
Partial List of Historic Structures (1998), which contains 94 properties, most of which are
residential. Ten non-residential properties were identified in the “Non-Residential Additions to the
Partial List (2016)” by members of the Mill Valley Historical Society’s Historic Preservation
Committee. A majority of these listed properties date to the late 1800s and early 1900s; all date prior
to 1950. A number of the properties identified in the three resource lists are discussed throughout
this Historic Context Statement.
PREVIOUSLY IDENTIFIED HISTORIC RESOURCES
Mill Valley’s inventory of historic and cultural resources includes many resources already listed in the
state and federal registers. Several properties are listed in the National Register of Historic Places,
including the Dipsea Trail and the Outdoor Art Club. Several properties listed on the National
Register of Historic Places are not within the boundaries of incorporated Mill Valley, but are
significant to its history and development, including Mount Tamalpais Mountain Theater, Muir
Woods National Monument, and the West Point Inn. Additionally, two buildings and sites in Mill
Valley are designated California Historical Landmarks: the site of the first sawmill in Marin County
(No. 207) and the Outdoor Art Club (No. 922). Historic Resource Evaluations have been completed
for a number of properties in Mill Valley and are on file at the Mill Valley Planning Department and
the Mill Valley Public Library History Room.
OTHER STUDIES AND RESOURCES
Mill Valley has been the subject of several historic surveys and studies, although it has never been
subject to a comprehensive city-wide survey. Multiple volunteer efforts throughout the years have
resulted in several different inventories, some of which overlap and some of which do not. In
addition to the sources listed below, it should be acknowledged that additional volunteer-compiled
lists of potential historic resources are likely to exist; these lists would not reflect a methodical or
systematic assessment of the community as whole but may prove to be valuable resources.
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Sources that were consulted for this report include:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

“Here Today” Survey by the Junior League of San Francisco (1968)
H-O Overlay District (1975)
Mill Valley Heritage Resource Survey aka “Mill Valley’s California Historic Resources
Inventory” (1977)6
Outdoor Art Club National Register Listing (1978)
Mill Valley Historical Society “Partial List of Historic Structures” (1998)
Mill Valley Historical Society “Possible Additions to Partial List” (2016)
Dipsea Trail National Register Listing (2010)
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III. GUIDELINES FOR EVALUATION
The following chapter reviews themes significant to the developmental history of Mill Valley and
defines major property types that are representative of these themes. The chapter concludes with
general guidelines for evaluating properties for the national, state, and local register.

A. Summary of Significant Themes
The Mill Valley Historic Context Statement utilizes themes and periods of development as its
primary organizing principle. “Themes” are ways to organize and understand information about
events, activities, people, communities, and patterns of change that have influenced historic and
cultural development of an area. The National Park Service recommends themes intended to capture
“the full diversity of American history and prehistory.”1 A public workshop held at the Mill Valley
Public Library in September 2017 solicited community input to develop appropriate themes for Mill
Valley. This historic context statement discusses the following primary themes relative to the growth
and evolution of the built environment in Mill Valley:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Residential Development
Commercial Development
Cultural Landscape Development
Recreation, Leisure & Tourism
Transportation & Infrastructure
Civic Growth
Social, Religious and Cultural Institutions

These themes contribute in varying degrees to the Mill Valley Historic Context Statement and are
manifested in different ways throughout the area’s history. These themes are discussed more
specifically as they relate to each of Mill Valley’s six periods of development.
RELATING THEMES WITH PERIODS OF DEVELOPMENT
The periods of development in this context statement combine specific timeframes with themes that
encompass related events, patterns of settlement and construction, activities of people important to
the area, and the socioeconomic changes. Each of the periods of development is also associated with
specific property types that originated within or characterize the period. The periods of development
also represent the potential periods of significance for properties associated with the respective
contexts. A period of significance is the time span during which a property (or property type)
attained its historic significance.
The periods of development utilized for the Mill Valley Historic Context Statement have been
developed by Page & Turnbull in consultation with staff from the City of Mill Valley Planning
Department. They are as follows:
▪

Native American & Spanish Mission Periods (10,000 BCE - 1833)
The dominant theme of this period is the pre-historic settlement of the Marin area, as well as
the first contact between Native Americans and Europeans and the tensions that developed
between these two cultures.
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▪

Mexican Rancho and Early American Period (1834 - 1882)
The primary theme of this period is the redistribution of land in Northern California
through Mexican land grants, and the emergence of powerful landowners who created an
economy based on lumber and dairy.

▪

Outdoor Recreation and Resorts (1883 - 1899)
During this period, former rancho land held by the Tamalpais Land & Water Company was
developed. Civil engineer Michael O’Shaughnessy was hired to survey the land and design a
town plan. In 1890, approximately 200 acres were auctioned to private buyers, spurring a
wave of early development closely tied to Mill Valley’s growing popularity as a destination
for outdoor recreation. Campgrounds were established, as were hotels and lodges aimed to
attract vacationers to the idyllic countryside. The North Pacific Coast railroad made travel
increasingly practical and efficient.

▪

Incorporation and Early Development (1900 - 1929)
The dominant theme of this period is Mill Valley’s incorporation in 1900 and subsequent
population growth (due to refugee resettlement after the 1906 earthquake and fires) and
modernization. Residential, commercial and industrial patterns of development were
established, along with transportation patterns and facilities and the city’s earliest religious,
cultural, educational and civic institutions. In many respects, this is Mill Valley’s most
significant period of development, as it witnessed the construction of the majority of historic
buildings located in the downtown core. The downtown core was spared when a devastating
fire burned 2,500 acres of land (primarily, Blithedale Canyon and Middle Ridge) in 1929.

▪

The Great Depression Through World War II (1930 - 1945)
The preeminent themes of this period are post-fire recovery, steady population growth and
the attendant need for housing and other infrastructure, as well as increasing housing
development. The construction of the Golden Gate Bridge and the rising popularity of the
private automobile contributed to the further expansion of the city and resulted in the end of
all passenger and freight rail service by 1950. The World War II establishment of Sausalito's
Marinship shipyard and Tiburon's Navy Net Depot caused local developers to predict an
influx of those looking for housing, and resulted in the construction of so-called “defense
housing.”

▪

Post-World War II Development (1946 - 1980)
Mill Valley continued to expand after World War II, which led to struggles between
suburbanization and the desire to retain a bucolic mountain town character. Significant civic
improvements and both private and public institutional developments occurred during this
period, responding to the substantial population growth that occurred in Mill Valley during
and after World War II.

B. Summary of Property Types
Each period of development has one or more associated property types that help illustrate the
period’s significant themes. Property types that are discussed in this document are defined as
follows:
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▪

Residential properties include single-family dwellings, duplexes, flats, apartments,
condominiums, hotels, and lodges. Single-family dwellings are by far the most common
property type in Mill Valley; however, multi-family residential buildings and complexes
became more common in the post-World War II period.

▪

Commercial properties are those with commercial spaces on all floors; buildings with retail
space on the ground floor and office space above; or mixed-use buildings which feature
retail space on the ground floor and dwelling space above.

▪

Industrial properties include any building where things are made, stored or repaired. In
addition to factories and warehouses, industrial properties may also include buildings such as
auto repair shops.

▪

Institutional properties may include libraries, post offices, schools, churches, and social
halls. These buildings are typically larger and more ornate than other property types, and
therefore have been grouped together in this category.

▪

Recreational properties may include parks, athletic fields and sports facilities. Mill Valley
has a long history of outdoor recreational development, including public parks, the Dipsea
Trail, and the Mill Valley Golf Course.

Archeological resources, if discovered, are likely to be significant, but analysis of these resources is
outside the scope of this document.

C. Evaluation Criteria
The following discussion of significance and integrity generally guides the property types analysis
found in later chapters of this document and should be used to support future evaluation of historic
resources in Mill Valley. It is important to note that each property is unique; therefore, significance
and integrity evaluation must be conducted on a case-by-case basis.
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
The National Register of Historic Places is the nation’s most comprehensive inventory of historic
resources. The National Register is administered by the National Park Service and includes
buildings, structures, sites, objects, and districts that possess historic, architectural, engineering,
archaeological, or cultural significance at the national, state, or local level. Typically, resources over
fifty years of age are eligible for listing in the National Register if they meet any one of the four
criteria of significance and if they sufficiently retain historic integrity. However, resources under fifty
years of age can be determined eligible if it can be demonstrated that they are of “exceptional
importance,” or if they are contributors to a potential historic district. National Register criteria are
defined in depth in National Register Bulletin Number 15: How to Apply the National Register Criteria for
Evaluation. There are four basic criteria under which a structure, site, building, district, or object can
be considered eligible for listing in the National Register. These criteria are:
Criterion A (Event): Properties associated with events that have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of our history;
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Criterion B (Person): Properties associated with the lives of persons significant in our
past;
Criterion C (Design/Construction): Properties that embody the distinctive
characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or that represent the
work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction; and
Criterion D (Information Potential): Properties that have yielded, or may be likely to
yield, information important in prehistory or history.
A resource can be considered significant on a national, state, or local level to American history,
architecture, archaeology, engineering, and culture on a national, state, or local level. Perhaps the
most critical feature of applying the criteria for evaluation is establishing the relationship between a
property and its historic context, which is defined as “those patterns or trends in history by which a
specific occurrence, property, or site is understood and its meaning (and ultimately its significance)
within history or prehistory is made clear.”7
An extended discussion of archeological resources and their registration requirements under
Criterion D is not included in this report, which primarily focuses on extant buildings and structures.
Criteria Considerations

Certain types of properties are usually not considered for listing in National Register. However,
these properties can be eligible for listing if they meet special requirements, or Criteria
Considerations. If working with one of these excluded property types, an evaluator must determine
that a property meets the Criteria Considerations in addition to one of the four evaluation criteria
described above in order to justify its inclusion in the National Register. These considerations are
defined as follows:
Criteria Consideration A: Religious Properties: A religious property is eligible if it
derives its primary significance from architectural or artistic distinction or historical
importance.
Criteria Consideration B: Moved Properties: A property removed from its original or
historically significant location can be eligible if it is significant primarily for
architectural value or it is the surviving property most importantly associated with a
historic person or event.
Criteria Consideration C: Birthplaces & Graves: A birthplace or grave of a historical
figure is eligible if the person is of outstanding importance and if there is no other
appropriate site or building directly associated with his or her productive life.
Criteria Consideration D: Cemeteries: A cemetery is eligible if it derives its primary
significance from graves of persons of transcendent importance, from age, from
distinctive design features, or from association with historic events.
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Criteria Consideration E: Reconstructed Properties: A reconstructed property is
eligible when it is accurately executed in a suitable environment and presented in a
dignified manner as part of a restoration master plan and when no other building or
structure with the same associations has survived. All three of these requirements
must be met.
Criteria Consideration F: Commemorative Properties: A property primarily
commemorative in intent can be eligible if design, age, tradition, or symbolic value
has invested it with its own historical significance.
Criteria Consideration G: Properties that Have Achieved Significance within the Past
Fifty Years: A property achieving significance within the past fifty years is eligible if it
is of exceptional importance.8
CALIFORNIA REGISTER OF HISTORICAL RESOURCES
The California Register of Historical Resources (California Register, or CRHR) is an inventory of
significant architectural, archaeological, and historical resources in the State of California. Resources
can be listed in the California Register through a number of methods. State Historical Landmarks
and National Register-listed properties are automatically listed in the California Register. Properties
can also be nominated to the California Register by local governments, private organizations, or
citizens. The evaluative criteria used by the California Register for determining eligibility are closely
based on those developed by the National Park Service for the National Register of Historic Places.
In order for a property to be eligible for listing in the California Register, it must be found
significant under one or more of the following criteria:
Criterion 1 (Events): Resources that are associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of local or regional history, or the
cultural heritage of California or the United States.
Criterion 2 (Persons): Resources that are associated with the lives of persons
important to local, California, or national history.
Criterion 3 (Architecture): Resources that embody the distinctive characteristics of a
type, period, region, or method of construction, or represent the work of a master,
or possess high artistic values.
Criterion 4 (Information Potential): Resources or sites that have yielded or have the
potential to yield information important to the prehistory or history of the local area,
California, or the nation.
Resources listed in the National Register are automatically listed in the California Register of
Historical Resources.
An extended discussion of archeological resources and their registration requirements under
Criterion 4 is not included in this report, which primarily focuses on extant buildings and structures.
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The “Fifty Year Rule”

In order to be determined eligible for listing in the National Register, resources less than fifty years
of age must be shown to have “exceptional importance,” as the National Register considers fifty
years to be “a general estimate of the time needed to develop historical perspective and evaluate
significance.”9 This is not the case with the California Register. According to the California Office of
Historic Preservation: In order to understand the historic importance of a resource, sufficient time
must have passed to obtain a scholarly perspective on the events or individuals associated with the
resource. A resource less than fifty years old may be considered for listing in the California Register
if it can be demonstrated that sufficient time has passed to understand its historical importance.10
INTEGRITY
In addition to qualifying for listing under at least one of the National Register/California Register
criteria, a property must be shown to have sufficient historic integrity to convey its significance. The
concept of integrity is essential to identifying the important physical characteristics of historic
resources and in evaluating adverse changes to them. Integrity is defined as “the authenticity of an
historic resource’s physical identity evidenced by the survival of characteristics that existed during
the resource’s period of significance.”11 The same seven variables or aspects that define integrity—
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association—are used to evaluate a
resource’s eligibility for listing in the National Register and California Register. According to the
National Register Bulletin: How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation, these seven
characteristics are defined as follows:
▪

Location is the place where the historic property was constructed or the place where the
historic event occurred. The original location of a property, complemented by its setting, is
required to express the property’s integrity of location.

▪

Design is the combination of elements that create the form, plans, space, structure and style
of the property. Features which must be in place to express a property’s integrity of design
are its form, massing, construction method, architectural style, and architectural details
(including fenestration pattern).

▪

Setting addresses the physical environment of the historic property inclusive of the
landscape and spatial relationships of the building(s). Features which must be in place to
express a property’s integrity of setting are its location, relationship to the street, and intact
surroundings (e.g., neighborhood or rural).

▪

Materials refer to the physical elements that were combined or deposited during a particular
period of time and in a particular pattern of configuration to form the historic property.
Features that must be in place to express a property’s integrity of materials are its
construction method and architectural details.

▪

Workmanship is the physical evidence of the crafts of a particular culture or people during
any given period in history. Features that must be in place to express a property’s integrity of
workmanship are its construction method and architectural details.
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▪

Feeling is the property’s expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a particular period
of time. Features that must be in place to express a property’s integrity of feeling are its
overall design quality, which may include form, massing, architectural style, architectural
details, and surroundings.

▪

Association is the direct link between an important historic event or person and a historic
property. Features that must be in place to express a property’s integrity of association are its
use and its overall design quality.

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) discusses another definition of integrity relative
to proposed development projects, noting that projects that cause a substantial adverse change to
the significance of a historical resource may have a significant effect on the environment. According
to Section 15064.5(b)(1) of the Public Resources Code, “Substantial adverse change in the
significance of an historical resource means physical demolition, destruction, relocation, or alteration
of the resource or its immediate surroundings such that the significance of an historical resource
would be materially impaired.” In order to avoid significant adverse effects, evaluators should look
closely to see whether a project “[d]emolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those
physical characteristics of an historical resource that convey its historical significance and that justify
its inclusion in the California Register of Historical Resources, or…a local historical register.”
Evaluating Integrity in the City of Mill Valley

For evaluation purposes, a building ultimately either possesses integrity or it does not. While it is
understood that nearly all properties undergo change over time—and thus some alterations or
changes are not uncommon—a building must possess enough of its original features to demonstrate
why it is significant. Evaluators of potential historic resources should look closely at characteristics
such as massing, roof forms, fenestration patterns, cladding materials, and neighborhood
surroundings when evaluating a property’s integrity.
In order to convey its historical significance, a property that has sufficient integrity for listing in the
national, state, or local historical register will generally retain a majority of its character-defining
features. However, the necessary aspects of integrity also depend on the reason the property is
significant. High priority is typically placed on integrity of design, materials, and workmanship for
properties significant under Criterion C/3, while for properties significant under Criterion A/1 or
B/2, these aspects are only necessary to the extent that they help the property convey integrity of
feeling and/or association. Similarly, integrity of location and setting are crucial for properties
significant under Criterion A/1, but are typically less important for properties significant under
Criterion B/2 or C/3. For properties significant under any of these criteria, it is possible for some
materials to be replaced without drastically affecting integrity of design, as long as these alterations
are subordinate to the overall character of the building.
Evaluations of integrity should also include some basis of comparison. In other words, the evaluator
should understand the relative levels of integrity associated with each property type. For instance,
increased age and rarity of the property type may also lower the threshold required for sufficient
integrity. Conversely, some properties may rate exceptionally highly in all aspects of integrity. Such
properties should be given high priority in preservation planning efforts, and are more likely to be
eligible for listing in the National Register. Generally, a property with exceptional integrity will have
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undergone few or no alterations since its original construction, and will not have been moved from
its original location.
Finally, it should be stressed that historic integrity and condition are not the same. Buildings with
evident signs of deterioration can still retain eligibility for historic listing as long as it can be
demonstrated that they retain enough character-defining features to convey their significance.
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IV. HISTORIC CONTEXT
A. Native American & Spanish Mission Periods (10,000 BCE to 1833)
The longest period of human settlement in Mill Valley is the period we know least about. There are
no written records, only archaeological clues and the writings of early European and American
explorers and missionaries. From these sources we at least have some picture of Native American
life prior to and immediately after contact with Western civilization. The primary historic themes
that relate to this period include:
▪
▪

Native American settlement of the area, including a discussion of known and potential
archaeological sites.
Spanish colonization of the Mill Valley area, including the founding of the mission in San
Rafael, as well as the impact of colonization on Native American groups.

NATIVE AMERICAN PERIOD
The Marin Peninsula of the San Francisco Bay was occupied by the Coast Miwok for thousands of
years prior to contact with European explorers, which occurred in the sixteenth century. The
territory of the Coast Miwok spanned some 880 square miles, encompassing what is now Marin
County and southern Sonoma County.12 Within this larger area, village communities of
approximately 75 to several hundred formed regional territories; present day Mill Valley was
occupied by the Huimen group of the Coast Miwok.13 The estimated population of 3,000 was
known to speak two dialects – Bodega and Marin.

“Distribution of the Mewan in 1907,” map by anthropologist C. Hart Merriam. The shaded area on the
northern peninsula of the San Francisco Bay was the territory of the Coast Miwok.
Source: C. Hart Merriam, “Distribution and Classification of the Mewan Stock in California” American
Anthropologist 9 (1907), 338-57.

Like many Native Americans throughout California, these tribal groups lived in semi-permanent
seasonal villages and constructed conical or spherical shelters from willow poles woven with
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rushes and tule reeds. Tule reeds were also used to construct small watercraft, propelled with
double-bladed paddles. The Coast Miwok gathered hazelnuts and acorns in addition to hunting
small game, and fishing for crabs, clams, mussels, abalone, limpets, and oysters using dip nets,
woven surf nets, and cone-shaped traps made of willow. Additionally, the Coast Miwok fished for
halibut and rockfish within the creeks and rivers.14
In the selection of village sites, the presence of fresh water and easy access to food resources
would have been paramount. Areas of relative high ground above marshes and tidal flats would
have been particularly attractive as they offered proximity to shellfish, such as clams, oysters and
bay mussels, which were consumed in vast numbers.15 Over time, the accumulation of enormous
piles of discarded shells known as middens, or shell mounds, created additional high ground
which might be used for seasonal or permanent encampments, as well as for burials. Such
mounds were recorded all along the Bay Area coastline, including a number in the Mill Valley
Area, which appear on a 1909 map published by University of California archaeologist, N. C.
Nelson. The map is not finely detailed, but the locations of the mounds are roughly shown as
along the waterfront and Arroyo Corte Madera del Presidio, a stream which feeds into the San
Francisco Bay. Three of the largest shell mounds discovered in Mill Valley were located near
pioneer settler John Reed’s adobe site at LaGoma and Locke Lane, near Alto-Edna Maguire
School, and on Shelter Hill – all of which were once located at the edge of tidal mudflats. The
Shelter Hill shell mound was partially buried in the 1970s, but the other shell mounds in Mill
Valley have likely long-since been destroyed as they were dug up and used for the construction of
roads and paths.16

Detail of “Map of San Francisco Bay Region showing Distribution of Shell Heaps” by N. C. Nelson.
Source: N. C. Nelson, “Shellmounds of the San Francisco Bay Region” American Archaeology and Ethnology
7 (December 1909), 310-48.
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SPANISH MISSION PERIOD
The Coast Miwok came into contact with the Spanish as early as 1595, when Sebastían Rodríguez
Cermeño, sailing from the Philippines, arrived in Drake’s Bay on his ship the San Augustín with a
crew of some seventy men.17 While Cermeño and his crew did have some interaction and trading
with the Coast Miwok, this encounter had limited effect on either party. Except for a possible
encounter with Sebastian Vizcaino in Tomales Bay in 1603, the Coast Miwok did not interact
with Europeans again until 1775.18 Juan Manuel de Ayala navigated the San Carlos into the San
Francisco Bay on August 5, 1775. This was the first European ship to enter the Bay. The ship’s
chaplain, Father Vicente Santa Maria, wrote of the voyage, discovery of the Bay, and the crew’s
encounters with Coast Miwok in his journal. He wrote that the Coast Miwok tried to show the
mysterious newcomers that they were friendly, "throwing their arrows to the ground and coming
in front of them to show their innocence of treacherous dissimulation."19
In June of 1776, members of San Juan Bautista de Anza’s party founded Mission San Francisco
de Asís, more commonly known as Mission Dolores. A military fortification, or Presidio, was also
established near the entrance to the bay. This was followed by the establishment of Mission Santa
Clara de Asis in 1777 (in present-day San Jose); Mission San Jose in 1797 (in present-day
Fremont); Mission San Rafael in 1817 (in present-day San Rafael); and finally, Mission San
Francisco de Solano in 1823 (in present-day Sonoma). With missions throughout the Bay Area,
the Catholic missionaries enforced a rigid program of religious conversion and indoctrination to
mission life. At most missions, various native groups were intermingled, eventually resulting in
the dissolution of distinct tribal entities. Natives were not only introduced to European religious
practices, but European ways of living and working. Their daily lives were structured around the
schedule of Catholic masses, as well as disciplined conformity to religious doctrine. In place of
their traditional hunting and gathering practices, Native American converts, known as neophytes,
were taught to grow crops and raise stock animals as a means of subsistence. In a similar manner,
women’s skills were turned to wool production, spinning, and the production of cloth, rather
than basketry.
The first recorded Coast Miwok baptism occurred in 1783 at Mission Dolores, and baptisms
continued into the nineteenth century.20 The establishment of the mission system brought Coast
Miwok into sustained contact with European diseases such as tuberculosis, syphilis, measles, and
smallpox. Mission San Rafael was constructed as a medical asistencia (“sub-mission”) of Mission
San Francisco de Asís. The site, located approximately eight miles north of current-day Mill
Valley, was dedicated in 1817 and served as a hospital to serve sick Native Americans. The
weather in Marin was much better than in San Francisco and was thought to aid in healing. The
Mission San Rafael was not originally intended to be a stand-alone mission, but nevertheless it
grew and was granted full mission status in 1822.
The Coast Miwok attempted two uprisings in 1824 and 1832 that were ultimately unsuccessful;
however, the county took its name after Chief Marin, one of the leaders involved in the
uprisings.21 Chief Marin, whose Miwok name was Huicmuse, was given the name “Marino” when
he was baptized, and later dubbed “Chief Marin” by General Vallejo. The Coast Miwok lacked
immunity to European diseases and suffered a high death rate, even when treated at the Mission
San Rafael. By 1840, Marin’s Coast Miwok population was reduced by 95 percent. The decline in
native populations was echoed by a decline in the missions, which lost title to much of their
property following the Mexican War of Independence. Mission San Rafael was secularized in
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1834 and passed from Franciscan to Mexican control.22 Coast Miwok ancestral land was granted
to European settlers as cattle ranches, or ranchos. Some Coast Miwok attached to the mission
would find employment on John Reed’s and William Richardson’s land tracts, which together
included all of southern Marin.
ASSOCIATED PROPERTY TYPES & REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS (10,000 BCE TO
1833)
The dominant themes of this period are the pre-historic settlement of the Mill Valley area; the
Spanish colonization of the area and subsequent formation of the Mission San Rafael; and the
tensions that developed between the Native American and European cultures. However, few, if
any, property types reflecting these themes are extant in Mill Valley today.
Native American Resources

The numerous shell mounds recorded in Mill Valley clearly indicate an extended period of Native
American occupation. In addition to the three largest shell mounds at La Goma and Locke Lane,
near Alto-Edna Maguire school, and Shelter Hill, numerous shell mounds and archeological sites
have been unearthed in Mill Valley. Often these sites were disturbed during construction, and for
most of the history of Mill Valley the shell mounds were not excavated by professionals or
preserved in any way. On the contrary, the Sausalito News reported on September 25, 1897,
Roads leading to Mill Valley are in a terrible condition. … Dust is so thick that
wheelmen are compelled to dismount … particularly [the] road between Boyle’s
and alto station on the main line of the narrow gauge road. Some time ago the dirt
obtained from one of the numerous Indian mounds in this vicinity was put on
this stretch of road and it packed down hard and made an excellent highway.23
More disturbing accounts include oral histories from early residents who recall finding human
remains as children.24 The dwellings and other structures constructed by native peoples have
disappeared over the two centuries of Euro-American presence in the area. As such, the Native
American period in Mill Valley is not represented by any extant built resources.
However, it is possible that archaeological resources, such as the sub-surface remains of shell
mounds, village deposits, and burials, may still be present in Mill Valley. These would most likely
be encountered during excavation activities in areas near the shoreline and in proximity to
sources of water, such as a seep springs or creeks such as the Arroyo Corte Madera del Presidio.
Indications of such deposits include concentrations of shells and/or bones, as well as objects
including obsidian flakes, stone grinding implements, and shell beads. There is also a possibility
that such remains exist as submerged cultural resources located adjacent to the shoreline. If such
remains are encountered, it is recommended that a qualified archaeologist be contacted to further
assess the site. Any artifacts dating to the Native American period may have the potential to yield
information important to prehistory and thus make the site significant under National Register of
Historic Places (NRHP) Criterion D/ California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR)
Criterion 4.
Spanish Mission Era Resources

Although Spanish missionaries developed the Mission San Rafael north of San Francisco, there
do not appear to have been any built resources associated with the Mission or evidence of any
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physical permanent Spanish presence in Mill Valley specifically. Under Spanish rule, land was not
privately owned. There may have been ranches on leased land that would have included simple
wood or adobe structures used for agricultural support facilities, but no extant resources are
confirmed. If such resources are discovered, the site may be significant under Criterion D/4 for
its potential to yield information important to history. Further archeological research is required
to date a remnant adobe wall at 205-09 West Blithedale Avenue.25
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B. Mexican Rancho & Early American Period (1834 to 1882)
Following a decade-long conflict, Mexico gained independence from Spain in 1821. Under the terms
of the treaty, all former Spanish territory in California was placed under Mexican jurisdiction. The
Mexican Congress subsequently tried to encourage further settlement of California, as well as reduce
the influence of the mission system. This was accomplished through a series of legislative decrees
which culminated in An Act for the Secularization of the Missions of California in 1833. Intended to
encourage colonization and make land more accessible to the average Californio (as Mexican citizens
in California were called), the process of secularization involved the redistribution of the Church’s
enormous land holdings through sales to private interests. It also allowed for the distribution of
mission property to the Native American neophytes and released them from servitude. However,
rampant corruption often led to the dispersal of the Church’s holdings in the form of large land
grants, or ranchos, given to powerful local families, or to men that had won favor during Mexico’s bid
for independence. The primary historic themes that relate to this period include:
▪
▪
▪

Rancho Corte Madera del Presidio granted to John Thomas Reed
Rancho Sausalito granted to William Richardson
Cushing family land grant and the establishment of the Blithedale Hotel

RANCHO CORTE MADERA DEL PRESIDIO
Mill Valley was originally part of the Rancho Corte Madera del Presidio, the first land granted on the
Marin Peninsula by the Mexican Government. Similar to other ranchos that would be established in
the area, the Rancho Corte Madera del Presidio supported horses, sheep, and basic farm crops, but
was primarily a cattle ranch that served the growing hide and tallow trade. This business, where
cattle hides and tallow (fat used to manufacture candles) were exchanged for imported goods,
emerged as the basis of California’s economy under Mexican rule. In Northern California, the
principal trading port was a tiny settlement known as Yerba Buena—located along a small cove in
what is today downtown San Francisco.
Irish immigrant John Thomas Reed (1805-1843) became the first Anglo-Saxon settler and
landowner in Marin. Prior to settling in Marin, Reed had previously lived in Acapulco from 1820 to
1826, where he learned to speak Spanish fluently. He then briefly visited Los Angeles before making
his way north to Yerba Buena. Eager to acquire land, Reed requested a land grant from the Mexican
government for “Whaler’s Cove,” near Sausalito, but was denied because he was not yet a Mexican
citizen.26 Reed instead became the first pioneer to settle in the Cotati area in 1827 (approximately
seven miles south of present-day Santa Rosa); however, his cabin and wheat crops were burned and
he was driven from the land by Cotati Indians. Reed sought refuge at the Mission San Rafael until
1832, when he returned to Sausalito and built the first frame house in Marin County. He purchased a
sailboat and earned a living transporting fresh water and passengers to and from Yerba Buena. In
1834, the year of the secularizations of the missions, Reed became a Mexican citizen and was
awarded the 7,845-acre Rancho Corte Madera del Presidio (inclusive of present-day Tiburon,
Belvedere, Strawberry Point, Larkspur, Greenbrae, and parts of Corte Madera and Mill Valley).27 28
The name Rancho Corte Madera del Presidio meant “ranch of cut wood of the Presidio,” indicating a
grant provision that required Reed to provide cut wood for the Presidio of San Francisco, a military
post that at the time was operated by Mexico. To meet this requirement, Reed built the first sawmill
in the Bay Area (a partial reconstruction of which still stands in present-day Mill Valley’s Old Mill

June 7, 2021

29

Page & Turnbull, Inc.

Historic Context Statement
IV. Historic Context: B. Mexican Rancho & Early American Period (1834 to 1882)

Mill Valley
Marin County, California

Park) and established a lumber operation circa 1835.29 The construction of the mill was a mortise
and tenon joint system secured with oak pegs. At its base, the mill measured 45 by 15 feet. The mill
was driven by an undershot wheel; water came from a mill pond behind a dam on the creek.
Redwood trees felled in Cascade Canyon were hauled to the mill by oxen.30 The timber industry
became the primary economy of the area, as lumber was felled, milled, and supplied to rapidly
developing areas such as San Francisco (which was renamed from Yerba Buena in 1847), and as far
away as Hawaii.31 In addition to his lumber operation, Reed had 200 horses and ran a herd of some
26,000 hybrid British cattle which he had imported to raise, sell, and trade; he also ran a rock quarry,
salt yard, and brick works.32 Reed is also known to have maintained a citrus orchard and almond
trees.33
Circa 1836, Reed built a second one-story house of adobe brick that measured 18 by 30 feet. It was
located near the current intersection of La Goma Avenue and Locke Lane in present-day Mill
Valley.34 Coast Miwok were employed to make the adobe bricks and construct the house. In
October 1836, Reed married Hilaria Carlotta Sanchez, the daughter of a commandant of the San
Francisco Presidio; they had four children together.35
In 1842-43, again assisted by Coast Miwok, Reed began constructing a more substantial two-story
home that measured 24 by 45 feet, located approximately 45 feet south of the estimated location of
Reed’s first, one-story adobe brick home. Each of the two floors featured three rooms, and an
expansive veranda surrounded the home.36 However, before the home was completed, on June 29,
1843, Reed died due to a botched phlebotomy while ill with a fever or pneumonia- he was just 38
years old. According to contemporary Mexican law, Rancho Corte Madera del Presidio was divided
amongst his four children.37 The 646-acre portion that went to his daughter, Maria Inez, included the
land that would become modern Mill Valley.38 By 1849, a more efficient, steam-powered saw mill
was constructed in Sausalito that rendered Reed’s mill obsolete; it appears that the mill was not
operated after 1850.39 40 Reed’s two-story adobe home (completed after his death) was first lived in
by his widow, Hilaria, and then his daughter Maria Inez and her husband Thomas Defferbach.41 The
wood portion of the adobe home was burned by fire in 1884, and no visible portions remain extant
today.42
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Plat of John Thomas Reed’s Rancho Corte Madera del Presidio, 1858 (primarily consisting of the Tiburon
Peninsula). Arroyo Corte Madera del Presidio is indicated by an orange arrow. Source: Bancroft Library,
University of California at Berkeley. Edited by Page & Turnbull.

The Old Mill, built by John Thomas Reed in Cascade Canyon circa 1836 (pictured circa 1890).
Source: Lucretia Little History Room, Mill Valley Public Library.
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RANCHO SAUSALITO
Much of the land comprising modern Mill Valley was originally part of Rancho Sausalito, near the
junction with Rancho Corte Madera del Presidio. Rancho Sausalito, originally granted to Nicolas
Galindo in 1835, was transferred and formally granted to William Richardson in 1838.43

Present-day Mill Valley is located at the junction of Rancho
Corte Madera del Presidio, granted to John Reed in 1834, and
Rancho Sausalito, granted to William Richardson in 1838.
Source: Chalmers, Claudine, Images of America Early Mill Valley
(San Francisco: Arcadia Publishing, 2005), p.18.

William Richardson (1854).
Source: Lucretia Hanson Little
History Room, Mill Valley Public
Library.

London-born William Richardson (1795-1856) entered the San Francisco Bay as a first mate upon
the British whaler Orion in 1822. Richardson was subsequently awarded resident status upon the
condition that he teach mission-attached Native Americans navigation and carpentry skills. Because
Catholicism was a requirement for citizenship, Protestant-born Richardson was baptized in 1823 and
became the first non-Spanish European to settle in the Bay Area. He then married Maria Antonia
Martinez, daughter of commandant of the Presidio Ignacio Martinez, with whom he would have
three children. 44 Richardson is notable for mapping Yerba Buena Cove at present-day San Francisco
in October 1835, assisting Alcade Francisco de Haro to lay out the plan for the Yerba Buena
settlement, and serving as the first port captain.45 46
In anticipation that a city would spring up on with either side of the Golden Gate, Richardson
applied for a land grant in Sausalito and was denied in 1826, 1827, and 1828.47 In 1835, Richardson
resubmitted his request and Rancho Sausalito, or “little willow grove,” was tentatively ceded to him.
The 19,571-acre land grant was finalized on February 11, 1938 and extended from the tip of the
Marin Headlands north to the tip of Bolinas Bay and Mount Tamalpais.48 Richardson used the
rancho land to supply fresh water to whaling vessels, harvest timber, and to hunt and graze
livestock. A herd of 2,800 head of cattle was recorded on the 1847 census. Coast Miwok participated
in hunting parties and tended Richardson’s fruit orchards and vegetable gardens.49 Richardson also
developed a portage service to distribute his products, collecting fees from vessels entering the Bay
and piloting ships through the currents and tides.50
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Richardson’s grand vision for Sausalito as a metropolitan counterpart to Yerba Buena never came to
fruition; rather, Sausalito remained a tiny village for the remainder of the nineteenth century.51
Richardson fell into financial ruin after losing all three of his uninsured trading vessels to storms at
sea.52 He began selling land, breeding stock and other assets; he also took out a mortgage on Rancho
Sausalito at a difficult three to five percent interest rate.53 Saddled with debt, he signed a contract in
1855 wherein his real estate dealer, Samuel Throckmorton, was given title as trustee to the entire
remaining rancho. Following Richardson’s death in 1856, his heirs were led to believe that debts
owed were insurmountable and the rancho land was near-worthless; they passed all remaining
rancho lands to Throckmorton for a low price.54
New Jersey-born Samuel Throckmorton (1808-1833) had moved West in 1850, with the onset of the
Gold Rush. After a short period of time working the gold fields, he set his sights instead on
opportunities in San Francisco, where he became involved in real estate, finance, and law. Securing
ownership of Richardson’s Rancho Sausalito in 1855, Throckmorton quickly converted the land
from a cattle ranch into approximately three dozen large dairy ranches, leased primarily by
Portuguese immigrants from the Azores Islands.55 Portuguese immigrants had first arrived in Marin
County in the first decade of the 1800s, having come by whaling ship around Cape Horn. Dairymen
paid monthly rent to Throckmorton (a certain number of gold pieces per cow), sold dairy products
themselves for income, and were permitted to build their own houses on the rented land.56 The
locations of dairies shifted over time as grazing herds were moved about. By the 1860s, the area had
become entirely devoted to dairying.57
Circa 1866, Throckmorton built a lodge called “The Homestead,” at today’s Montford Avenue and
Linden Lane, where he resided on weekends.58 Throckmorton primarily resided in San Francisco
with his wife, Susanna MacLaren, and three children, and delegated day-to-day rancho management
to a superintendent, Jacob Gardner (who would later take on a variety of roles, including as sheriff,
county supervisor, and trustee for the newly incorporated Mill Valley).59 Half of Throckmorton’s
Homestead ranch house was reserved for Gardner and his family.

Samuel Throckmorton, shortly
before his death in 1883.
Source: Lucretia Little History
Room, Mill Valley Public
Library.
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BLITHEDALE PROPERTY
Though most of the Mill Valley area was largely undeveloped and used for ranching, a small amount
of tourism began in the latter quarter of the nineteenth century. Under the Homestead Act,
homeopathic physician Dr. John Cushing petitioned the government for 320 acres that were
considered “lost,’ or unclaimed, located between Reed’s Rancho Corte Madera del Presidio and
Richardson’s Rancho Sausalito, from the eastern side of what is now Corte Madera Avenue and
across the creek into West Blithedale Canyon.60 Though the land was not officially awarded to the
Cushing family until 1884, Dr. Cushing began developing the property in 1873. During the period in
which his homestead application was pending, Dr. Cushing is known to have expelled the
homesteading King-Johnson family, who had farmed the property since circa 1850.61 Some sources
indicate that Dr. Cushing established a sanitarium; however, descendant accounts indicate Dr.
Cushing may have simply hosted former patients at the property.62 Following Dr. Cushing’s death in
1879, his widow Harriet and son Sidney re-purposed the property and officially opened the first
hotel in present-day Mill Valley.63 64 The Blithedale Hotel is discussed in greater detail in the
following section, “Outdoor Recreation and Resorts (1883 to 1899),” the time period in which it was
most successful.
ASSOCIATED PROPERTY TYPES & REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS (1834 – 1882)
While the land that would become present-day Mill Valley was utilized for cattle ranching, farming,
and dairy activities during the Mexican and Early American period, these operations are not
represented by extant built resources. The types of facilities associated with ranch operations, such
as worker housing, corrals, storage cribs, barns and shelters, were typically removed by development
during subsequent decades; further archeological research is required to date a remnant adobe wall at
205-209 West Blithedale Avenue.65 John Reed’s various residences are no longer extant, nor are
those constructed by William Richardson or Samuel Throckmorton. Reed’s lumber mill was
reconstructed using historical photographic evidence in 1959 and again in 1991, in what is now Old
Mill Park.66 The Blithedale Hotel is best evaluated using the registration requirements in the
following section, “Outdoor Recreation and Resorts (1883 to 1899).”
By 1840, the Coast Miwok population in Marin County had been reduced by 90 percent.67 Thus, any
archaeological resources deposited during this period may or may not be intermingled with older
artifacts. As previously discussed, if archaeological remains are encountered, it is recommended that
a qualified archaeologist be contacted to further assess the site. Archeological artifacts dating to this
period may have the potential to yield information important to history and thus make the site
significant under National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) Criterion D/ California Register of
Historical Resources (CRHR) Criterion 4.
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Reed’s original lumber mill is no longer extant, but this reconstruction was built in Old Mill Park in 1991 based
on historic photographs in its original location.
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C. Outdoor Recreation & Resorts (1883 to 1899)
The final decades of the nineteenth century were transformative for Mill Valley. Rural lands of
Rancho Sausalito and Rancho Corte Madera del Presidio were surveyed for formal town planning
and development by civil engineer Michael O’Shaughnessy. In 1889, the North Pacific Coast railroad
established a spur branch running to Mill Valley, making travel increasingly practical and efficient. In
1890, more than 200 parcels were auctioned off by the Tamalpais Land and Water Company,
kicking off a wave of early development closely tied to Mill Valley’s growing popularity as a
destination for outdoor recreation. Campgrounds were established, as were hotels and lodges aimed
to attract vacationers to the idyllic countryside. Light industry – such as the Dollar Lumber
Company, established in 1891 – was developed alongside recreational properties. Major events of
the late nineteenth century include:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

The Tamalpais Land & Water Company land auction
Transportation developments
Establishment of outdoor recreation and hunting camps
Hotels and lodge properties
Lumber light industry

Though many properties from this period have been demolished, extant properties capable of
representing these significant themes and events remain. They include residential, commercial, light
industrial and institutional properties.
THE TAMALPAIS LAND AND WATER COMPANY LAND AUCTION
Upon the death of Samuel Throckmorton in 1883, his daughter, Susanna Throckmorton, inherited
13,958 acres of land.68 In 1887, the San Francisco Savings & Union Bank foreclosed on
Throckmorton’s land to cover the long held $100,000 mortgage.69 Shortly after this transaction,
incorporation papers for the Tamalpais Land and Water Co. (TL&WC) were filed with the
California Secretary of State on July 17, 1889 by Savings & Union Bank members Lovell White,
Albert Miller, Joseph Eastland, Henry Campbell, and Thomas Magee, as well as other wealthy
investors with ties to the Savings & Union Bank.70 The intent of the TL&WC was to develop
Throckmorton’s former rancho land and profit from land sales. The TL&WC’s chosen
development site was located between Mill Creek and Arroyo Corte Madera and included adjacent
land to the southeast of the two creeks’ confluence. 71 The County road (now known as East
Blithedale) provided access from the east and connected to the rail line; Miller Avenue provided
access from the south, off the Sausalito-San Rafael road.72 Because the former rancho lands had
been primarily utilized for dairy and timber operations, TL&WC’s site lacked any formal town plan
and was largely undeveloped. “Cypress Knoll” at present-day 10 Manor Terrace (constructed in the
late nineteenth century, the building is thought to be one of the oldest extant buildings in Mill
Valley) was owned by dairy farmers Carmelita Garcia Boyle and Hugh Boyle; a historic photograph
of the property depicts an isolated, rural setting. The undeveloped nature of Mill Valley stood in
stark contrast with nearby San Francisco, whose population was booming in the mid- and late 1800s.

June 7, 2021

37

Page & Turnbull, Inc.

Historic Context Statement
IV. Historic Context: C. Outdoor Recreation and Resorts (1883 to 1899)

Mill Valley
Marin County, California

A view of pre-auction Mill Valley’s Blithedale Road (pictured circa 1885).
Source: Barry Spitz, Mill Valley: The Early Years, p.47.

A view of “Cypress Knoll,” constructed in the late 1800s (pictured in 1913, now addressed 10 Manor Terrace).
The building has been remodeled but remains extant and is reputedly the oldest extant building in Mill Valley.
Source: Lucretia Little History Room, Mill Valley Public Library.

The TL&WC immediately constructed a sales office at 124 Throckmorton Avenue; the office,
purposely designed to appear like a home, featured a broad veranda.73 The TL&WC encouraged
Jacob Gardner (former rancho superintendent to Samuel Throckmorton) to erect a home in a visible
location to serve as a model of the beautiful homes that could be built around town.74 Gardner’s
stately home was constructed in 1889 above Miller Avenue, where it would be easily visible to those
approaching Mill Valley by train. The property was named “The Maples” for the native maple trees
onsite; the building remains extant today and is located at 491 Ethel Avenue.75 76
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Tamalpais Land & Water Company Office at 124
Throckmorton (photograph not dated.). Building no
longer extant. Source: Mill Valley Historical Society.
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Jacob Gardner residence, constructed in 1889
(photograph not dated). Source: Mill Valley
Historical Society Review (Spring 1999).

Irish immigrant and civil engineer Michael O’Shaughnessy (1864-1934) was hired in 1890 to survey
the TL&WC’s land holdings and develop a town plan. At the time, it was fairly uncommon to have
towns formally and extensively planned out in anticipation of future development; it was more often
the case that towns simply grew. O’Shaughnessy had been previously employed by the Sierra Valley
and Mohawk Railroad, as well as the Southern Pacific Railroad, but by 1890 he was working as a
private consultant. Mill Valley was O’Shaughnessy’s first known design for a residential
community.77 His later career included a number of railroad and water supply projects – including
development of the Hetch Hetchy Reservoir and water system – and a position as the City Engineer
of San Francisco beginning in 1912.78
O’Shaughnessy’s town plan for the TL&WC was called Eastland, named after Joseph G. Eastland,
the president of the TL&WC. The plan avoided a grid pattern and instead featured 50-foot wide,
gently graded streets that followed the natural contours of the land.79 The first street O’Shaughnessy
surveyed was Throckmorton Avenue; the second was Ethel Avenue, followed by Corte Madera
Avenue.80
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Tamalpais Land and Water Co. Map No. 1 depicting Eastland, later named Mill Valley, for the 1890 land
auction. Source: Mill Valley Historical Society.

On May 30, 1890, several hundred plots of TL&WC land in Eastland were put up for sale at a public
auction attended by approximately 3,000 people. The depot area was festooned with rows of
Japanese lanterns, and the auction itself took place beside the old abandoned Reed mill, which was
spruced up for the event.81 Although most auction records have been lost, it has been determined
that more than 200 parcels, totaling approximately 200 acres, were sold.82 Individual lots were sold at
about a thousand dollars an acre.83 All lots purchased carried a deed restriction banning the sale of
liquor for a period of 25 years, as it was thought that a better class of citizens would be drawn to a
town void of saloons.84 Though some purchased lots intending to resettle permanently in Eastland,
many buyers planned to build summer cabins as a country retreat from the bustle of San Francisco.
Buyers were unsatisfied with the town name, and voted in 1890 to change the name from Eastland
to Mill Valley in remembrance of John Reed’s original mill and the area’s early association with the
lumber industry.85 The name change did not take immediate effect, as the names Eastland and Mill
Valley appear to have been used simultaneously. When Joseph Eastland died in 1894, the town post
office was opened as “Eastland” in his honor. Despite the city’s incorporation as Mill Valley in 1900,
the Eastland postmark remained until 1904.86
During the last decade of the nineteenth century, Mill Valley became a popular summer retreat.
Seasonal residents set up temporary summer camps to enjoy such popular leisure activities as
hunting, mud baths, walking and hiking, horse and buggy rides, and scenic day trips to Mount
Tamalpais, nearby beaches, and redwood groves.
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The rustic cottage of painters Thadeaus and Ludmilla Welch on the hillside of Mount Tamalpais, circa 1895.
Source: Lucretia Little History Room, Mill Valley Public Library.

Extended summer stays in the idyllic natural surroundings of Mill Valley waned as an increasing
number of landowners turned their temporary camps into permanent residences.87 Builder Harvey
Klyce became the most active contractor in the area; he is estimated to have built as many as 35
homes in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.88 Klyce is discussed in greater detail in the
following section of this report, “Incorporation & Early Development (1900 to 1929).”

“Alderbrook” at 471 Throckmorton, constructed by Harvey Klyce in 1895 (photograph not dated).
Source: Mill Valley Historical Society Review (Spring 1993).

As more landowners elected to settle in Mill Valley permanently, schools and churches were
established. The first town school, the Summit School, was funded by Jacob Gardner (who
previously served as Throckmorton’s rancho superintendent) and was constructed by Harvey Klyce.
The one-room schoolhouse opened in 1892 with an enrollment of 35 students. By 1896 it was
expanded to a two-story structure; it was demolished in 1941.89 Two churches from this period
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include Our Lady of Mount Carmel (1893) at 65 Summit Avenue and the
Congregational/Community Church (1896) at 24 Summit Avenue. The original 33’ by 65’ woodframe Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic Church has since been extensively remodeled for
residential use. The original wood-frame Congregational/Community Church has also been
repurposed for residential use.

The Summit School, est. 1892 (no longer extant).
Source: Lucretia Little History Room, Mill Valley
Public Library.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic Church at 65
Summit Avenue, est. 1893. Source: Lucretia Little
History Room, Mill Valley Public Library.

O’Shaughnessy’s Steps, Lanes & Paths

Mill Valley features an extensive network of steps, lanes, and paths (SLPs) that were developed by
civil engineer Michael O’Shaughnessy and date back to the town’s very beginnings. O’Shaughnessy’s
pedestrian-friendly town plan included and emphasized steps, lanes, and paths as public rights-ofway. Meandering roads accommodated travel by horse and carriage, while steps and paths often
provided residents more direct routes to schools, downtown, and public transportation. Hillside
steps, such as those of Cascade Way, were constructed using old railroad ties and split redwood logs.
Mill Valley began to be referred to as “10,000 steps built into the side of Mount Tamalpais.”90
Narrow walking lanes were established in the flat, downtown neighborhoods. While similar
networks of pathways can be found in other towns, such as the hills of Oakland and Berkeley,
O’Shaughnessy’s SLPs are remarkably extensive and have greatly impacted the lifestyle of Mill Valley
residents. During Mill Valley’s earliest years, prior to established roadways, the SLPs were heavily
utilized by commuting pedestrians as they walked to and from the train station. Hikers and runners
historically enjoyed using the steps and paths for hiking or day trips to Muir Woods or Stinson
Beach, and continue to do so today.

June 7, 2021

42

Page & Turnbull, Inc.

Mill Valley
Marin County, California

City of Mill Valley Steps, Lanes & Paths Map (2017). This map does not show historic steps, lanes and paths no longer extant. Source: City of Mill
Valley.
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TRANSPORTATION

North Pacific Coast Railroad

Much of Mill Valley’s growth in the late nineteenth century can be attributed to the development
and expansion of the railroad. The North Pacific Coast Railroad was first incorporated in 1871 and
began operation in 1874. The narrow-gauge (three-foot) steam railroad began at the ferry pier in
Sausalito, where it met company-owned ferries bringing passengers from San Francisco. From
Sausalito, the railroad ran throughout Marin and Sonoma counties, carrying passengers and hauling
redwood lumber, mined resources, and local dairy and agricultural products.91 Prior to 1889, the
nearest rail stations to Mill Valley were the Almonte Station, two miles to the south-east of the
downtown area, and the Alto Station, 1.4 miles to the east of the downtown area.92
In October 1889, Joseph Eastland, Chairman of the TL&WC, arranged for a North Pacific Coast
spur rail to branch off from the Almonte station and continue on to Mill Valley.93 The North Pacific
Coast spur needed to be completed prior to the TL&WC land auction in 1890. The engineer who
surveyed the new Mill Valley spur route observed an undeveloped landscape, with “no houses, no
roads, no men, no women.”94 Chinese laborers overseen by Irish foremen built 1.74 miles of branch
line tracks crossing the marshlands of lower Arroyo Corte Madera on wooden trestles, then running
east of today’s Miller Avenue until Reed Street before following Miller Avenue inbound.95 The very
first train arrived at the new downtown station on October 13, 1889.96 The station sign read both
Eastland and Mill Valley. As there was no turntable, trains ran backward and forward between the
new Mill Valley station and the Almonte station.
The completion of the spur line directly precipitated the birth and growth of the town in a similar
manner to other rail towns throughout the region. Downtown Mill Valley quickly developed around
the new rail depot, as trains brought increasing numbers of seasonal visitors.97 To accommodate the
growing demand, a replacement train station was constructed in 1895, some 100 feet north of the
location of first depot.98 This larger station included a ticket office, waiting room, ice cream parlor,
and tobacco shop.99 Accessibility to Mill Valley would continue to improve during the first decade of
the twentieth century. Further rail developments (including the rail’s 1902 name change to the North
Shore Railroad, the 1903 conversion from steam to electric, and the 1907 name change to the
Northwestern Pacific) are discussed in the following section, “Incorporation & Early Development
(1900 to 1929).”100
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The first Mill Valley railway station, constructed circa
1889 (pictured circa 1894). The signage on the building
indicated both Mill Valley and Eastland. Building no
longer extant. Source: Lucretia Little History Room, Mill
Valley Public Library.
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The North Pacific track veering westward
towards downtown Mill Valley (pictured circa
1893). Though the tracks are no longer extant,
the bend is still evident on inbound Miller, at
the Arroyo Corte Madera bridge at Millwood
Street. Source: Lucretia Little History Room,
Mill Valley Public Library.

Miller Avenue at left, with single-track branch line at right (photograph not dated).
Source: Spitz, Mill Valley: The Early Years, p.56.
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The second Mill Valley railway station, constructed in 1895 (pictured circa 1895). The front, two-story
portion was moved in 1903, and then demolished in 1928, to be replaced with a new depot constructed in
1929. The rear portion was demolished at an unknown date.
Source: Lucretia Little History Room, Mill Valley Public Library.

Mill Valley & Mount Tamalpais Scenic Railway

Thousands of weekend tourists, including foreigners, flocked to Mill Valley via ferry and train. Due
to the overwhelming numbers of weekend visitors, some called Mill Valley “Atlantic City West.”101
However, Mill Valley was not simply a destination in and of itself. Rather, it served as the transfer
point for hikers and day trippers who came to ride the Mill Valley & Mount Tamalpais Scenic
Railway. With the encouragement of North Pacific Coast Railroad president William Graves, Sidney
Barlow Cushing (president of the San Rafael Gas & Electric Co. and son of Dr. John Cushing),
partnered with TL&WC founding member Louis L. Janes to establish the Mill Valley & Mount
Tamalpais Scenic Railway. Albert Emmett Kent backed the idea and granted the railway right-of-way
through his property in Corte Madera Canyon in exchange for $10,000 of Mill Valley & Mount
Tamalpais Scenic Railway stock.102 With Sidney Cushing as president, the railway was incorporated
on January 16, 1896.103 Construction of the railroad was completed on August 18, 1896, when the
last spike was driven at Mount Tamalpais’ East Peak.104 Passenger service commenced shortly
thereafter.
The Mill Valley & Mount Tamalpais Scenic Railway ran from present-day Lytton Square in
downtown Mill Valley to the summit of Mount Tamalpais. Nicknamed “the Crookedest Railroad in
the World,” the railway ascended 2,574 feet (8.25 miles) around 281 curves to the very top of Mount
Tamalpais, where the Mount Tamalpais Tavern awaited.105 The railway sold postcards that could be
postmarked “Tamalpais” and mailed by train from the Tavern to anywhere in the country for a
penny, and overseas for two cents.106
The railway featured “gravity cars” developed by Mill Valley mechanic (later, rail superintendent)
William (Bill) Thomas and first introduced in 1902.107 Earlier uses of gravity car technology had been
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limited to the East Coast, where extensive gravity railroad systems were used to haul mined
resources such as coal and anthracite.108 However, the Mill Valley & Mount Tamalpais Scenic
Railway was the first gravity car railroad developed specifically to haul tourists to a mountain peak.109
Shay and Heisler steam engines powered the cars on the way up Mount Tamalpais, and the cars
coasted by gravity on the way down. Each gravity car accommodated 29 passengers on six rows of
wood seats and the “gravity man” conductor, who worked the brakes and guided the car at a
maximum speed of twelve miles per hour.110 The ride was so popular that 23,000 passengers rode
during the first year of operation.111
A spur line to Muir Woods opened in 1907; this development and the subsequent re-naming of the
Mill Valley & Mount Tamalpais Scenic Railway to the Mount Tamalpais & Muir Woods Railway is
discussed in the following section, “Incorporation & Early Development (1900 to 1929).”

The Mill Valley & Mount Tamalpais Scenic Railway, opened in August 1986 (pictured in 1902).
Source: Northwestern Pacific Railroad by Fred Codoni and Paul Trimble (2006), p.130.

Stock certificate of the Mill Valley and Mount
Tamalpais Scenic Railway, incorporated in 1896.
Source: Runner, Mount Tamalpais Scenic Railway,
p.27.
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Tamalpais Tavern (postcard dated circa 1900).
Building no longer extant. Source: Runner, Mount
Tamalpais Scenic Railway, p.28.
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OUTDOOR RECREATION & HUNTING CAMPS
Mill Valley has long been defined by its well-preserved open land and scenic qualities. When the
North Pacific Coast Railroad extended a spur line to Mill Valley in 1889, and the TL&WC sold off
plots of land in the 1890 auction, the area very quickly became a popular seasonal destination.
Campgrounds were established immediately following the 1890 auction. Summer frolickers enjoyed
hiking, fishing, swimming, hunting and horseback riding, and scenic day trips. Hiking, perhaps the
most popular of all activities, was considered a healthy form of exercise.112 Cascade Canyon became
a favorite picnic area.
Many summer visitors to Mill Valley spent the season in tents either at a rented campground or on
their family or friends’ land. Camps typically consisted of one to several tents, and housed either
individual families, groups of friends, or social organizations. Since many of the camps were set up
and attended by multiple families or groups, parties or social gatherings were popular. For example,
in June 1900, the San Francisco Call described a gathering between the Templar Rebekah Lodge and
the Walhallah Rebekah Lodge that culminated in a moonlit hike of Mount Tamalpais.113
The largest camps occupied the same site all season long, or even for a span of several years. The
campgrounds contained varying levels of rusticity; in terms of water access, campers either had
water piped in, relied on nearby creeks, or brought water on horse-drawn carts. Dairy products
could be delivered by horse and wagon. Enterprising vendors set up seasonal vegetable or candy
stands. By mid-June of 1892, 150 individual campsites were erected in Mill Valley, serving over 700
people.114 The largest recorded campground was operated by Jacob and Peter Gardner on a 33-acre
site just northeast of the Mill Valley rail station that could support up to 100 tents. Tents, on
average, were 12 by 14 feet in size and sat atop wood platform flooring. The Gardner campground
closed in 1897; however, they owned the adjacent northern parcel and continued to rent out a
reduced number of tents.115
A general trend for individuals or families was to visit their rustic summer camps, and when their
visits became more frequent, to upgrade from a tent to a cabin or small cottage. Available
photographs from the time depict the transition from tent-filled camps to more permanent buildings
toward the end of the nineteenth century. A photograph from 1885 shows the campground on the
Warner family land, consisting of a simple tent site and more permanent cabin beyond.
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Warner Family members at their summer home in
Warner Canyon (pictured circa 1885).
Source: Lucretia Little History Room, Mill Valley
Public Library.
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A family camping at what is now the corner of Throckmorton
and Eugene Streets (pictured circa 1893). Source: Lucretia
Little History Room, Mill Valley Public Library.

HOTELS & LODGES
Resorts, seasonal hotels, or lodges were a popular option for summer visitors to Mill Valley, either
for those who did not own a cottage or land to camp on, or for those who preferred to spend the
season in a more comfortable fashion.116 Most establishments were generally open from May 1 to
October 1, though some had longer seasons - particularly those located near the train station that
catered to a broader range of travelers. The first hotel in Mill Valley, and the most popular, was the
Blithedale Hotel. Soon, competitors like the Eastland Hotel, the Woodside Inn, the Mill Valley
House, the Abbey Hotel, and the Monte Vista Hotel were established. The Bellevue Hotel at 170
Throckmorton would open in 1892 as Mill Valley’s largest hotel.117 Privately-owned lodges offered
intimate accommodations and entertainment for invited friends of family. The most popular of
these was the Redwood Lodge, which hosted guests season after season. Some early cabins and
cottages associated with the Redwood Lodge and the Blithedale Hotel remain extant. Later cabins
from the post-1900 period are featured in the following section, “Incorporation & Early
Development (1900 to 1929).”
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Mill Valley House, constructed in 1891 and destroyed by fire in 1896 (photograph not dated). The Mill Valley
House was a boarding house/hotel located at present-day Mill Creek Plaza, 38 Miller Avenue. It was owned by
Jesse and Lotte Bundy who bought the lot at the 1890 land auction.
Source: Lucretia Little History Room, Mill Valley Public Library.

Blithedale Hotel (1879-1912)

As discussed in the previous section, Dr. John S. Cushing’s widow, Harriet, and son, Sidney,
established the Blithedale Hotel in 1879.118 Guests typically travelled from San Francisco via ferry to
Sausalito, where they would continue by train to the Alto Station before finishing the journey by
horse and carriage. When the North Coast Pacific Rail spur to Mill Valley was constructed in 1889,
rail-traveling guests arrived at the downtown depot with only a short half-mile horse and carriage
ride to the hotel.As more visitors began coming to Mill Valley, the Cushings developed the property
extensively. Cottages by the names of The Rose, The Parlor, The Green Roof, the Yellow House,
the Moore, Monteagle, Costigan and Thomas were erected around the hotel, as well as tent cabins.119
The cottages had long-term leases, several of which were named for the San Francisco society
families that vacationed in them. The property included vast orchards and was enjoyed as a sunny
retreat by San Franciscans escaping the fog. The nearby Arroyo Corte del Presidio creek was
dammed for swimming and fishing, and guests partook in hunting, hiking, and horseback riding.120
The hotel and cottages could accommodate 125 guests.121 Hotel advertisements announced
“Furnished cottages, rooms single and en-suite. Tents on raised platforms, furnished complete,
electric lighted, with shower baths. Tennis, bowling, billiards, saddle horses. Convenient summer
home for San Francisco businessmen with their families… Perfect climate; no fogs; first class
service; moderate rates.”122 In 1909, owner Sidney Cushing died, which resulted in the closure of the
hotel. Following a devastating fire in1912, the hotel was torn down and the land was subdivided into
70 lots as the Cushing Tract.123 Some of the Blithedale Hotel cottages survived, including the Green
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Roof cottage now addressed as 172 West Blithedale Avenue. 188 West Blithedale (formerly, 60
Cottage Avenue) and 167 West Blithedale Avenue are also believed to have been constructed as
Blithedale Hotel cottages, though further research is required to determine their construction dates.

Grounds of the Blithedale Hotel (pictured circa 1889). Source: Anne T. Kent California Room, Marin
County Free Library.

Visitors in front of a cottage at the Blithedale Hotel
(pictured circa 1889). Source: Anne T. Kent
California Room, Marin County Free Library.
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Visitors in a tent cabin at the Blithedale Hotel
(pictured circa 1889). Source: Anne T. Kent
California Room, Marin County Free Library.
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The Green Roof Cottage (now addressed as 172 West Blithedale Avenue) (photograph not dated). 124
Source: Lucretia Little History Room, Mill Valley Public Library.

This 1912 map shows the grounds and buildings of the Blithedale Hotel, located on a parcel of land between
present-day Eldridge Avenue (formerly, Cottage Avenue) and Corte Madera Avenue. The thick dark line
running along Corte Madera Avenue depicts the North Pacific Coast Rail tracks.
Source: Runner, Images of Rail: Mount Tamalpais Scenic Railway, p.27.
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Redwood Lodge (1891; expanded in 1901)

In 1890, shipping and insurance magnate George Billings purchased four lots on Corte Madera
Avenue in Blithedale Canyon, to be used as a summer camp for his family and invited guests. The
Corte Madera Creek wound through his selected canyon site, which contained around 100 redwood
trees. Billings first built a modest cabin before constructing a two-story, shingled house called the
Redwood Lodge.125 The main lodge building was remodeled circa 1901 by architect Walter Henry
Ratcliff, Jr. The property was also developed circa 1901-02 to include private cottages.126 Billings
built a cottage on the property’s Eldridge Avenue border, named “Tillicum Cottage,” or “friendship
cottage.” “Nixie Cottage” was built next, at the northern end of the property. A life-size doll house
was also constructed, known as the “Live Doll House,” for Billings’s granddaughters to play in, as
well as a greenhouse and stable.127
Site landscaping was carefully designed by Manuel Fostine, a Portuguese immigrant who had been
active as a road builder, contractor and landscaper in Mill Valley since 1889. The site included stone
bridges, retaining walls, and paths. Fostine is also known to have built tennis courts – originally
intended for Billings’ family and guests – that made Redwood Lodge a popular destination for
vacationers. Billings constructed a grand stand and opened his courts to the public, charging five
cents per match. The lodge also hosted tennis tournaments that attracted top players from across the
state. Invited guests and spectators also enjoyed the swimming pool created by damming the Corte
Madera Creek.128
The Billings family lived year-round in San Francisco until the 1906 earthquake, after which they
permanently moved to their home in Mill Valley. The house and cottages remain extant. Redwood
Lodge is addressed 160 Corte Madera Avenue; Tillicum Cottage as 9 Eldridge Avenue; Live Doll
House at 144 Corte Madera; and Nixie Cottage as 178 Corte Madera Avenue.129
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Postcard of the Redwood Lodge (mailed 31 July 1912).
Source: Anne T. Kent California Room, Marin County Free Library.

Redwood Lodge, built by George Billings circa 1891
and remodeled circa 1901. Source: Carey & Co.,
“Redwood Lodge,” Historic Resource Evaluation
(March 25, 2011).

Entrance to Redwood Lodge.
Source: Carey & Co., “Redwood Lodge,” Historic
Resource Evaluation (March 25, 2011).

LUMBER INDUSTRY
Mill Valley’s roots in logging and lumber began with John Reed’s Old Mill and continued with the
Dollar Lumber Co., established in 1891 by Robert Dollar. 130 The Dollar Lumber Co. was located on
the creek between what are now the inbound and outbound lanes of Miller Avenue. Richard Dollar,
also known as Captain Robert Dollar, was a Scottish-born American industrialist, lumber baron,
shipping baron, and philanthropist. Dollar founded the trans-Pacific Dollar Steamship Company in
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1901, which was headquartered in San Francisco.131 In 1906, Dollar purchased a mansion in San
Rafael (extant), which he named Falkirk, after his Scottish birthplace.132
The original Dollar Lumber Co. (renamed as the Doherty Company, and then the Mill Valley
Lumber Co. in 1910) remains extant, though it has undergone considerable changes over the
decades. The property features several associated buildings and structures, the oldest of which is the
north building on Miller Avenue (labeled as the Miller Building and Boat House on the site map
below) which appears to date to circa 1895 and has been recorded as the lumber yard’s original
stable. Remaining buildings and structures appear to date to the 1920s, the post-World War II
period, or the latter half of the twentieth century.133 Since its formation in 1891, Richard Dollar’s
lumber yard has passed through the hands of numerous owners whose ownership and management
merged and overlapped.134

Mill Valley Lumber Yard (photograph not dated).
Source: http://www.millvalleylumberyard.com/history/

The original Dollar Lumber Co.
was renamed as the Doherty Co.
and then as the Mill Valley
Lumber Yard in 1910 when it was
sold to Nicholas Yost and Carl
Christley. Source: Mill Valley
Historical Society.
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Site map of the present Mill Valley Lumber Yard (originally, the Dollar Lumber Co.), which has been
adaptively re-used. Source: http://www.millvalleylumberyard.com.

Mill Valley Lumber Co. (labeled as Mill Creek
Building on site map above, constructed circa 1926).

Mill Valley Lumber Co. (labeled as Carriage House
and Mercantile Building on site map above,
constructed circa 1914/1926 and 1925, respectively).

ASSOCIATED PROPERTY TYPES & REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS (1883 – 1899)
The overarching theme of the “Outdoor Recreation and Resorts” period is the early development of
Mill Valley, which includes Michael O’Shaughnessy’s platting of the town plan, the development of
transportation patterns and facilities and the establishment of residential, commercial, and industrial
patterns of development. Surviving buildings from this period are significant as they represent the
pioneering efforts of Mill Valley’s earliest residents to settle an undeveloped, forested landscape.
Many of these buildings are also architecturally significant as they represent architectural styles and
vernacular forms that are among the earliest extant examples of American settlement of California.
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RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES

Residential buildings of this period are typically one to two stories in height. Nearly all buildings are
rectangular in plan and of wood frame construction. Roofs are typically gable or hip, and front and
wraparound porches are also a very common feature. Most buildings would have originally been clad
in wood shingle, clapboard, shiplap or rustic channel siding, and all would have incorporated
double-hung wood-sash windows and paneled or glazed wood doors. Houses sometimes had
associated ancillary structures, including cabins, storage sheds and stables.
Stylistically, most properties can be identified as vernacular. Stronger examples will typically show
First Bay Tradition or Queen Anne influences, such the residences at 64 Lovell Avenue and 491
Ethel Avenue.135 Residential buildings from this era are found around the downtown core of Mill
Valley as well as on the oldest streets throughout the hills in and above Cascade and Blithedale
Canyons.
Architectural Styles & Character Defining Features

1. Vernacular Buildings (1883 - 1899)
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Simple rectangular massing
Two to three stories
Gable and hipped roofs
Shiplap or clapboard wood cladding
Double-hung wood sash windows
Covered porches
Elevated primary entrances

“The Maples” at 491 Ethel Avenue, constructed in
1889.

The “Kelly House” at 64 Lovell Avenue, constructed
circa 1891.

Significance

The table below discusses the significance of residential buildings from this era according to criteria
established by the National Register of Historic Places and California Register of Historical
Resources.
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B/2

C/3

Significance
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Discussion

Events

Residential buildings from this period are significant for their
association with the themes of American settlement and the
establishment of residential development patterns in Mill Valley.
Early residential development of Mill Valley was closely associated
to outdoor recreation and camping, and most often took the form
of summer cabins, cottages, and homes. The scarcity of residences
from this period enhances their significance in association with early
development.
Persons
Residential buildings from this period may be significant for their
association with persons important to Mill Valley’s history. This
may include a prominent pioneer, landowner or entrepreneur, such
as Samuel R. Throckmorton. However, if a potentially significant
person is identified, the residential building should be compared to
other associated properties to identify which property(s) best
represent that person’s achievements or reasons for being
significant.
Architecture/ Residential buildings from this period may be significant for their
Design
architecture, as evidenced by intact stylistic features, forms,
construction methods, or building typologies. In particular,
examples of summer cabins, cottages, and homes constructed as
individual homes or part of lodges during this time period are likely
to be significant for their architecture. Buildings may also qualify as
the work of a prominent architect or builder. Individual resources
qualified under these criteria should be good examples of types
and/or styles, and retain most of their original features.

Integrity

In order to be eligible for listing in the state or national historic registers, a residential property must
retain sufficient integrity to convey its significance as part of the American settlement theme. While
most buildings undergo change over time, alterations should not significantly change the essential
historic character of the buildings. Properties dating to this period are relatively rare, and therefore
discretion is warranted when considering integrity. Buildings may qualify as individual resources if
they retain a majority of their original features.
Minimum Eligibility Requirements:
▪ Clear example of residential architecture from this period (typically rustic, First Bay
Tradition, or Queen Anne style, but may include other styles).
▪ Retains original form and roofline.
▪ Substantially retains the original pattern of windows and doors.
▪ Retains some of its original ornamentation. (The retention of entry, window and/or roofline
ornamentation should be considered most important.)
▪ Replacement of doors and windows is acceptable as long as they conform to the original
door/window pattern and the size of the openings.
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Retention of the original cladding is important, but not absolute (see other integrity
considerations).

Other Integrity Considerations:
▪ Additions may be acceptable as long as the essential character, form, and massing of the
original building is recognizable.
▪ Rear additions that have respected the scale of the original building are generally acceptable.
▪ Additions that compromise a building’s form and scale are not acceptable.
▪ Many buildings from this period have had their porches replaced or enclosed. This is
acceptable as long as the replacement porch generally respects the scale and materials of the
building. However, enclosing a porch in an irreversible way is generally a severe detriment to
integrity. This is because it alters the spatial relationships that formerly characterized the
front of the property, and frequently obscures windows, doors and other character-defining
features. The consideration of an enclosed or replaced porch should be weighed against the
relative rarity of a property type.
▪ It is acceptable for entry stairs or steps to have been replaced, as these are subject to greater
deterioration from weathering and use.
▪ The replacement of the original cladding is generally a detriment to integrity. However,
because of the rarity of buildings from this period, replacement cladding may be acceptable,
especially in-kind replacement due to deterioration, as long as all other essential
characteristics (form, roofline, pattern of windows and doors) are intact.
▪ The retention of original windows greatly enhances integrity of materials. However, far more
important is that the building retains its original pattern of windows, and that any
replacement windows(s) are located within the original frame openings.
▪ A residence altered into another style has lost association with this period, but may be
considered to have association with the period during which it was altered—so long as it
displays the character-defining features of that era.
▪ Alterations that have included the use of conjectural decorative elements to create a false
sense of history are not acceptable.
▪ The presence of original site or landscape features enhances a property’s historic character.
Properties that retain elements such as outbuildings, walls, fountains and heritage trees are
more likely to qualify for individual listing in the California or National Register.
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COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS

This era represents an early stage of development in Mill
Valley when the population was still very small and
commercial development was still limited. Commercial
properties served summer vacationers, lodgers associated
with the rail and lumber industries, and basic daily needs.
Extant commercial buildings from this era are rare due to
limited development. A number of commercial buildings
from this era have also been lost to fires or redevelopment,
such as the Mill Valley House, a restaurant and boarding
house that was constructed in 1891 and destroyed in a fire
in 1896. Stylistically, the buildings tend to be vernacular or
modest Italianate wood-frame buildings. Most commercial
buildings dating to this period – such as the O’Shaughnessy
118 Throckmorton Avenue, built circa 1898.
Building at 65 Throckmorton Avenue – appear to have
Source: SF Curbed.
been altered over time such that they are not recognizable.
118 Throckmorton Avenue, built circa 1898, is an extant
example of an intact Italianate building with retail on the ground floor and an apartment above.
Significance

The table below discusses the significance of commercial buildings from this era according to
criteria established by the National Register of Historic Places and the California Register of
Historical Resources.
National/
California
Register
A/1

B/2

C/3
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Discussion

Events

Commercial buildings from this period are significant for their
association with the themes of American settlement and the
establishment of commercial development patterns in Mill Valley. As
with their residential counterparts, the scarcity of surviving buildings
from this period in Mill Valley enhances their significance.
Persons
Commercial buildings from this period may be significant for their
association with persons important to Mill Valley’s history. This may
include a prominent pioneer, landowner or entrepreneur, such as
Samuel Throckmorton. However, if a potentially significant person is
identified, the commercial building should be compared to other
associated properties to identify which property(s) best represent that
person’s achievements or reasons for being significant.
Architecture/ Commercial buildings from this period may be significant for their
Design
architecture, as evidenced by intact stylistic features, forms, or
construction methods. Individual resources qualified under these
criteria should be good examples of types and/or styles (such as
Italianate) and retain most of their original features.
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Integrity

Commercial properties dating to this period are rare, and therefore discretion is warranted when
considering integrity. Buildings may qualify as individual resources if they retain a majority of their
original features.
Minimum Eligibility Requirements:
▪ Clear example of commercial architecture from this period.
▪ Retains original form and roofline.
▪ Substantially retains the original pattern of window and doors.
▪ Storefront alterations, particularly in multi-story commercial buildings, are often acceptable
(see integrity considerations below).
▪ Retains at least some of its original ornamentation, if applicable. The retention of entry,
window and/or roofline ornamentation should be considered most important.
▪ Replacement of doors and windows is acceptable as long as they conform, or substantially
conform, to the original door/window pattern and the size of the openings.
Other Integrity Considerations:
▪ Commercial buildings from this period that retain their original storefront configurations are
exceptionally rare, as storefronts are “the feature most commonly altered in a historic
commercial building.”136 Both in Mill Valley, as well as nationally, these alterations typically
occurred as store owners sought to update their entrances and display windows (and
sometimes the entire facade) according to the popular tastes of the day. Thus, in multi-story
commercial buildings, storefront alterations should be considered acceptable as long as they
are subordinate to the overall character of the building. Similarly, storefront alterations that
demonstrate evolving commercial design patterns associated with a subsequent historically
significant context may also gain significance in their own right.
▪ Additions may be acceptable as long as the essential character of the original building is
recognizable. In particular, rear additions that have respected the scale of the original
building are generally acceptable. Additions or expansions that are associated with the
demands of a subsequent historically significant context may also be acceptable. However,
more recent additions, especially those that compromise a building’s form and scale, are not
acceptable.
▪ The replacement of the original cladding is generally a detriment to integrity. However,
because of the rarity of buildings from this period, and also in recognition that replacement
cladding was more frequently used on commercial buildings than other structures, it may be
acceptable as long as other essential characteristics, such as the form, roofline, and the basic
pattern of windows and doors are retained.
▪ The presence of original site or landscape features enhances a property’s historic character.
Properties that retain elements such as designed plantings, walls, and walkways are more
likely to qualify for individual listing in the California or National Register.
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LIGHT INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS

Two very significant industries developed in Mill Valley
during this period – lumber milling and steam-powered
passenger and freight railroads. The Dollar Lumber
Company, which later became the Mill Valley Lumber
Company, was established in 1891 by Robert Dollar on
the site in the middle of Miller Avenue over the Arroyo
Corte Madera del Presidio. The lumber yard complex
still authentically conveys the setting and character of a
longstanding lumber business; however, only one
extant building on the site dates to the nineteenth
century.
The North Pacific Coast Railroad spur line to Mill
Valley and the Mill Valley & Mount Tamalpais Scenic
Railroad were established in 1889 and 1896,
respectively. Associated engine houses and railyards
were also constructed. However, buildings and
structures associated with the railroad were demolished
in the twentieth century as the rise in automobile travel
made rail obsolete.
Former Mill Valley Lumber Yard. Orange
arrow pointing to oldest extant building,
dating to circa 1895. Source: Google Maps,
2018. Edited by Page & Turnbull.

Significance

The table below discusses the significance of industrial buildings from this era according to criteria
established by the National Register of Historic Places and California Register of Historical
Resources.
National/
California
Register
A/1

B/2
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Discussion

Events

Industrial buildings from this period are significant for their
association with the themes of American settlement and the
establishment of key industries in Mill Valley, including the lumber mill
and passenger and freight railroads. The scarcity of surviving buildings
from this period in Mill Valley and elsewhere in California enhances
their significance.
Industrial buildings from this period may be significant for their
association with persons important to Mill Valley’s history. If this is
the case, however, the building should be compared to other
associated properties to identify which property(s) best represent that
person’s achievements or reasons for being significant.

Persons
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Architecture/ Industrial buildings from this period may be significant for their
Design
architecture, as evidenced by intact stylistic features, forms, or
construction methods. Buildings may also qualify as the work of a
master architect or prominent builder, though vernacular style
buildings such as lumber yard buildings likely would not be found
significant for this association. Individual resources qualified under
these criteria should be good examples of types and/or styles, and
retain most of their original features.

Integrity

Industrial properties dating to this period appear to be extremely rare, and therefore discretion is
warranted when considering integrity. Buildings may qualify as individual resources if they retain a
majority of their original features.
Minimum Eligibility Requirements:
▪ Clear example of industrial architecture from this period
▪ Retains original form and roofline
▪ Substantially retains the original pattern of window and doors
▪ Replacement of doors and windows is acceptable as long as they conform, or substantially
conform, to the original door/window pattern and the size of the openings
▪ Retains original cladding (or the original cladding has been repaired/replaced in kind such
that it substantially duplicates the original pattern)
Other Integrity Considerations:
▪ Industrial buildings from this period were often adapted over time for evolving production
methods. Thus, additions made in association with a significant historic context should
generally be considered acceptable.
INSTITUTIONAL BUILDINGS

Mill Valley’s surviving institutional buildings from
this period include two churches: the original Our
Lady of Mount Carmel (1893) and the
Congregational/Community Church (1896). The
original Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic
Church was a 33’ x 65’ wood frame church
constructed at 65 Summit Avenue; it has been
extensively remodeled and no longer retains
integrity. The original Congregational/Community
Church was a wood frame church constructed at 24
Summit Avenue. This church has also been
remodeled into residences. The steeple has been
removed and openings altered, but the building
retains integrity overall. Early schools from this
period – such as the Summit School, established in
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1892 – have been demolished. Although established in 1892 and still located in its original location
at Lovell and Old Mill, the original building for the Episcopal Church of our Savior is not extant.
If a church from this period is to be considered for listing in the National Register, it must also
meet National Register Criteria Consideration A, which deals specifically with religious properties
(see National Register Bulletin #15 – How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation). This
information may also prove useful in evaluating the significance of a church for inclusion in the state
register.
Significance

The table below discusses the significance of institutional buildings from this era according to
criteria established by the National Register of Historic Places and California Register of Historical
Resources.
National/
California
Register
A/1
B/2

C/3

Significance

Discussion

Events

Institutional development was relatively limited during this period.
Most institutional buildings from this building were churches and
schools, many of which have been demolished or adapted to new uses.
Persons
An institutional building from this period might be significant for its
association with a person important to Mill Valley’s history. If this is
the case, however, the building should be the best or only remaining
property capable of representing that person’s achievements or reasons
for being significant.
Architecture/ Institutional buildings from this period may be significant for their
Design
architecture, as expressed by intact stylistic features, forms or
construction methods. Buildings might also qualify as the work of a
master architect or prominent builder. Individual resources should be
good examples of types and/or styles, and retain a substantial amount
of their original features.

Integrity

In order to be eligible for listing in the state or national historic register, an institutional property
must retain sufficient integrity to convey its significance. While most buildings undergo change over
time, alterations should not significantly change the essential historic character of the building.
Buildings should retain a substantial majority of their original features.
Minimum Eligibility Requirements:
▪ Clear example of an institutional property from this period
▪ Retains original form and roofline
▪ Retains original pattern of windows and doors
▪ Retains original cladding
▪ Retains most of its original ornamentation
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Other Integrity Considerations:
▪ Additions may be acceptable as long as the essential character of the original building is
recognizable. In particular, rear additions that have respected the scale of the original
building are generally acceptable.
▪ Institutional buildings may be adapted to new uses over time, which is acceptable as long as
original materials, roof form, massing, and ornamentation are intact such that it can convey
an association with its original use.
RECREATIONAL PROPERTIES

The Steps, Lanes, and Paths (SLPs)were
originally designed by Michael
O’Shaughnessy in the 1890s as a pedestrian
circulation system that created shortcuts
from residential neighborhoods to the
downtown area. The SLPs have evolved to
their current use for both practical and
recreational purposes. Following the
devastating Oakland Hills fire in 1991, there
was a renewed interest in maintaining and
tending to the SLPs, as they came to be
viewed as potential escape routes in the
event of a natural disaster. A community
organization, “Step by Step,” joined other
local groups to work with the City of Mill
Valley to restore the SLPs. Today, those
that remain range from packed-earth paths
to wood and/or cement stairs, or a
combination of both. A City program
established in 2007 aims to administer and
coordinate the improvements and
maintenance of the SLPs.137 One hundred
seventy-four legacy Steps, Lanes and Paths
remain extant.
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Steps between Creek Lane and Ethel Avenue. These steps
are part of the Steps, Lanes, and Paths (SLPs) network
originally designed by Michael O’Shaughnessy in the
1890s. Note that the physical infrastructure of the SLPs has
been continuously reconstructed and restored.
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D. Incorporation & Early Development (1900 to 1929)
Mill Valley was officially incorporated as a town in 1900. A few years later, the 1906 San Francisco
earthquake and fires resulted in thousands of refugees – many of whom fled to Mill Valley. The
post-earthquake period saw the greatest percentage of population increase experienced in Mill Valley
up to that time. Prior to 1906, the town was home to 1,000 permanent residents.138 By 1910, the
population reached 2,500, as many refugees and seasonal vacationers made Mill Valley their
permanent home.139 This population growth spurred the continued development of the town,
including the construction of the first town hall and library. New schools and churches were
constructed along with parks and even a golf course. Within the first decade following
incorporation, many organizations and events that are now central to the town’s community and
history were founded, including Boy Scouts Troop 1, Mountain Play, Tamalpais Conservation Club,
the Outdoor Art Club, and the Dipsea Race.140 Downtown sidewalks were paved bay the mid1920s.141
In the first two decades of the 1900s, many subdivisions were platted, land was sold off, and
residential and commercial development grew. The 1920s were for Mill Valley, like most of the
country, a time of prosperity. Mill Valley began to expand geographically through a series of
annexations including Blithedale Canyon and the Bolsa Valley Tracts in 1925.142 The automobile
became increasingly popular, leading to the paving of streets beginning around 1920, and by the end
of the 1920s there were five gas stations on just the first two blocks of East Blithedale.
By 1929, Mill Valley’s population was about 4,000; the population grew 63 percent between 1920 to
1930, making it the largest percentage population increase in Mill Valley’s history even to this day. In
July of 1929, the town witnessed a devastating fire that burned for four days through Blithedale
Canyon and into Middle Ridge.143 No lives were lost, but 117 homes were destroyed or greatly
damaged and 2,500 acres of land burned.144 The stock market crashed in October 1929. The crash,
combined with the closure of the Mount Tamalpais Scenic Railway just a few days following,
resulted in a loss of jobs and a period of economic hardship. Major events of the early twentieth
century include:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Incorporation of Mill Valley in 1900
Transportation developments
1906 earthquake refugee population
Early residential subdivisions
Development of downtown area
Development of recreational facilities and events
World War I era
Great Fire of 1929 and stock market crash

Though many properties from this period have been demolished, extant properties capable of
representing these significant themes and events remain. They include residential, commercial, light
industrial and institutional properties.
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INCORPORATION OF MILL VALLEY
The vote to incorporate took place on August 25, 1900. Supporters of incorporation painted the
TL&WC as agenda-pushing outsiders and vocalized a desire for local control; those in opposition
warned against taxation and high infrastructure maintenance and utility costs. Of the registered
(male) participating voters, 99 voted “for,” and 63 “against” incorporation.145 The vote in favor of
incorporation transferred control from the TL&WC and the County to locally elected Mill Valley
citizens, and the area became the Town of Mill Valley. The town received its charter from the State
on September 1, 1900 and went bankrupt within two months. Loans were secured, and bonds
issued, but it was the dramatic increase in real estate values in 1906 (post-earthquake and fires) that
set the town on stable financial footing.
Frank Bostwick, Mill Valley’s first elected President of the Board, would later reflect: “We started
with no money, no civic organization, no police or fire departments, no health protection and no
local laws. But we did have streets and sewers in poor condition and about 15 or 20 [illegal
saloons].”146 Although some lots sold in the 1890 land auction had been developed with large homes
(such as 465 Throckmorton Avenue and 276 Cascade Avenue, both designed by Willis Polk in 1893,
or 471 Throckmorton, built by Harvey Klyce in 1895), the town in 1900 primarily consisted of a
modestly developed downtown area and simple cabins located throughout the canyon hillsides.
From these humble beginnings, facing considerable challenges, the new citizens of Mill Valley
entered the twentieth century.

Miller Avenue (pictured circa 1900). Note Jacob Gardner’s home at image left (extant and now addressed as
491 Ethel Avenue). Source: Lucretia Little History Room, Mill Valley Public Library.
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Throckmorton Street, looking northeast (pictured in 1900). Madrona Street is on the left. Source: Chalmers,
Early Mill Valley, p.53.

SNAPSHOT OF THE CITY: 1903
Mill Valley was first depicted on a Sanborn Fire Insurance map in 1903.147 The population was listed
as 1,500 people, and the downtown area was moderately developed along main thoroughfares
including Throckmorton Avenue, Blithedale Avenue, and Miller Avenue. The town’s (second)
railroad depot, centrally located at intersection of Throckmorton and Blithedale avenues, was moved
in 1903 from its original location to present-day Lytton Square, where it marked the core of Mill
Valley’s downtown area (Lytton Square was dedicated and renamed in 1918). Commercial properties
were developed nearest the depot with residential properties beyond. Many residential properties
backed upon the Arroyo Corte Madera Del Presidio Creek or the Old Mill Creek. Cabins were more
commonly found in the canyon hillsides.

June 7, 2021

69

Page & Turnbull, Inc.

Historic Context Statement
IV. Historic Context: D. Incorporation & Early Development (1900 to 1929)

Mill Valley
Marin County, California

1903 Sanborn Fire Insurance map, depicting the downtown area. The Blithedale Hotel is shown in the bottom
right corner as a pull-out on the map, indicated by a bold line.
Source: San Francisco Public Library.
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TRANSPORTATION DEVELOPMENT
Transportation developments in the early twentieth century resulted in the electrification of the
interurban railway in 1903 and the construction of a new rail line to Muir Woods in 1907. As the
commute from San Francisco became convenient and comfortable, greater numbers of sightseeing
visitors flocked to the area, and more people chose to establish primary residences in Mill Valley.
Railroad Electrification

As discussed in the previous section, “Outdoor Recreation and Resorts (1883 to 1899),” the North
Pacific Coast provided interurban service from Sausalito to Almonte (as well as other railroad towns
in Marin and Sonoma counties) beginning in 1874. In 1889, at behest of Joseph Eastland, a North
Pacific Coast spur line was extended to Mill Valley. The town’s first rail depot was constructed in
1889; by 1895, a second rail depot was constructed to accommodate increasing numbers of
passengers. In 1902, due to financial challenges, the North Pacific Coast Railroad was sold and
renamed the North Shore Railroad. In 1903, the whole southern Marin North Shore Railroad was
converted from a steam-powered system to an electric, interurban network.148 A new electrical rail
was constructed alongside Mill Valley’s original (three-foot) narrow-gauge rail. In addition to the
new electric rail, two new (four and a half foot) standard gauge rails were constructed and dedicated
for passenger service. The original narrow-gauge rail was retained for freight use until its removal in
1911. Although other lines in southern Marin were double-tracked for two-direction travel, the Mill
Valley line remained single track.149
Regular electric-rail passenger service to Mill Valley commenced August 20, 1903.150 The
electrification and expansion of the Mill Valley branch line dramatically improved transportation to
and from San Francisco, which in turn attracted more visitors and new residents.

The North Shore Railroad’s first electric train heads to Mill Valley (pictured August 20, 1903).
Source: Northwestern Pacific Railroad, by Fred Codoni and Paul Trimble (2006), p.82.
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The dirt streets and upgraded standard-gauge electric railroad leading to the main depot at Lytton Square
(photograph not dated). Source: Lucretia Little History Room, Mill Valley Public Library.

Mount Tamalpais & Muir Woods Railway

As discussed in the previous section, “Outdoor Recreation and Resorts (1883 to 1899),” the Mill
Valley & Mount Tamalpais Scenic Railway was established in 1896 by Sidney Cushing and Louis L.
Janes at the encouragement of North Pacific Coast Railroad president William Graves, with the
backing of Albert Emmett Kent, who granted the railway right-of-way through his land in Corte
Madera Canyon. In 1907, due to the popularity of the Mill Valley & Mount Tamalpais Scenic
Railway, the gravity-car railway was expanded with a spur line to Redwood Canyon (present-day
Muir Woods, formerly part of Rancho Sausalito).
Prior to 1907, Redwood Canyon had remained relatively inaccessible. As a result, the forests were
spared from the destructive logging that occurred elsewhere in Marin County and the Bay Area. In
1905, wealthy Marin County landowner William Kent (Republican California Congressman from
1911 to 1917, and son of Albert Emmett Kent), purchased 611 acres from the TL&WC for
$45,000.151 Kent largely resisted financial pressures to log or develop the land. Supportive of
conservation efforts, Kent donated 295 acres to the federal government in 1908. This land transfer
was in accordance with the Act for the Preservation of the American Antiquities, which had just
recently been passed in 1906. Although President Roosevelt wanted to name the lands after William
Kent and his wife, Elizabeth Thatcher Kent, the couple declined; the land was instead christened on
January 9, 1908 as Muir Woods National Monument after naturalist John Muir.152 In 1913, the Mill
Valley & Mount Tamalpais Scenic Railway reorganized and changed its name to the Mount
Tamalpais & Muir Woods Railway.153
The Mount Tamalpais & Muir Woods Railway had its busiest year in 1915 – the year of the PanamaPacific International Exposition – averaging 700 passengers a day during summer months. By 1920,
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automobiles could drive up to the summit of Mount Tamalpais on winding roads. A fire in 1929 left
many rail ties damaged or destroyed, and the opening of the Panoramic Highway in 1929 provided
day trippers an alternate route that further decreased train ridership. The very last train ran on
October 31, 1929, and the Mount Tamalpais and Muir Woods Railway was officially closed. In early
fall of 1930, crews pulled up the tracks.154

Seated, left to right: Andrew Pringle [identity
unconfirmed, but likely); John “Jack Sibbald;
philanthropist and, later, congressman William Kent;
and William Savage. Standing, left to right: Emmett
Kent Sibbald; and founding president of the Mill Valley
& Mount Tamalpais Scenic Railway Sidney B. Cushing
(pictured in 1899). Source: Lucretia Little History
Room, Mill Valley Public Library.

Railroad through Muir Woods, previously known
as Redwood Canyon (pictured circa 1913-30).
Source: National Park Service.

Gravity car and train from the Mount Tamalpais and Muir Woods Railway in the
Mill Valley Station (pictured circa 1906). Source: Lucretia Little History Room, Mill
Valley Public Library.
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1906 EARTHQUAKE
The most powerful earthquake to occur on United States mainland up to that time took place on
April 18, 1906. While the earthquake and fires caused great devastation in San Francisco, Mill Valley
escaped relatively unscathed and quickly united to aid victims. Various town departments were
tasked with aid missions and local residents took in refugees. Registry lists indicate that
approximately half of Mill Valley households hosted refugees, either within their own home or by
allowing people to camp on their land.155
Many residents of San Francisco who had lived in Mill Valley on a part-time basis before the
earthquake chose to resettle there permanently. Other refugees looked to buy land in Mill Valley for
the first time and settle there permanently. With the swell of new full-time residents, Mill Valley
experienced the greatest percentage population increase in its history.
SNAPSHOT OF THE CITY: 1908
Mill Valley was depicted on Sanborn maps for a second time in 1908. Several new buildings had
been constructed since the previous mapping in 1903, and only a handful of empty lots remained in
the downtown area.
The 1910 U.S. national census recorded Mill Valley’s population as 2,551, more than double the
population in 1900. By this time, Mill Valley’s population consisted almost entirely of full-time
residents. The following decade, from 1910 to 1920, saw the population grow to 3,974. The decade
of the 1920s saw the population grow to 4,164.156
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1908 Sanborn map. The Blithedale Hotel is shown in the bottom right corner as a pull-out on the map,
indicated by a bold boundary line. Source: San Francisco Public Library.

EARLY RESIDENTIAL SUBDIVISIONS
After the incorporation of Mill Valley, some residents and local businessmen became involved in
speculative real estate development. Tracts of land were purchased from former ranches and estates
to be subdivided into smaller lots. While the owners of the subdivisions did not build homes, they
did make improvements to the neighborhoods such as grading or paving roads and installing sewer
and water lines. It was not until the late 1930s that George Goheen would pioneer merchant
building in Mill Valley, which is to say he developed tracts and built houses on the lots, ready for
residents to move in. In the early nineteenth century, Mill Valleyans could purchase a lot and either
build their own house or hire a builder. As a result, although the neighborhoods exhibit some
June 7, 2021
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stylistic similarities based on the prevailing styles and materials of the time, each home is somewhat
unique.
The subdivision and sale of land for residential development in Mill Valley took off after 1906 as
displaced San Francisco residents sought new opportunities. Below is a table of some of the larger
known subdivisions from 1900 to 1920.
Early Mill Valley Subdivisions (1900-1920) 157
Subdivision Name
Sunnyside Tract
Tamalpais Park
Sunny Heights Addition
Stetson Tract
Boyle Park
Schlingman’s Additions:
Mill Valley Heights
Millwood Heights
Millside Terrace
Woodside Terrace
Bolsa Tract #1
Amicita Tract
Blithedale Tract
Marin Heights
Bolsa Tract #2
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Year
Subdivided
1901
1906
1906
1906
1906

Number of
Lots
180
317
24
37
14

1906
1908
1908
1909
1909
1911
1912
1914
1916

180
124
26+
61
78
94
70
50

Page & Turnbull, Inc.

Historic Context Statement
IV. Historic Context: D. Incorporation & Early Development (1900 to 1929)

Mill Valley
Marin County, California

1938 Thomas Bros.’ Map of Mill Valley, Marin County. This map indicates many of the early twentieth century
residential subdivisions and tracts. Source: David Rumsey Map Collection.
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Two of the subdivisions are described in more detail below: the Sunnyside Tract, which was the first
to be developed, and the Tamalpais Park, which was the largest.
Sunnyside Tract

The Sunnyside Tract was one of the earliest, if not the earliest, of subdivisions in Mill Valley
following the initial platting for the 1890 land auction. Bounded by the Arroyo Corte Madera to the
southwest, Buena Vista Avenue to the north, and the Boyle Park area to the east, the 46-acre parcel
was purchased in 1901 by San Francisco real estate developers Lyon & Hoag. After surveying the
land, Lyon & Hoag subdivided 180 lots, put up new fencing, laid out new streets, and installed water
lines. Standard lots were 50 by 125 feet and ranged from $500-700 with a 50 percent down payment
when they were first sold in 1902; however, lots were later selling for just $350 with only a 10
percent down payment.158 After purchase of land, new owners could build their own residence or
hire local contractors and builders. Sanborn maps indicate that the area was over 50 percent
developed by 1924, and almost fully developed by 1948.

Sunnyside Avenue, looking toward downtown from
Blithedale Avenue, before subdivision development
(pictured circa 1902). Source: Lucretia Little History
Room, Mill Valley Public Library.
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A.L. Leaf plastering contractor at Hill Street
and East Blithedale Avenue, in front of
Sunnyside Tract subdivision (pictured circa
1909). Source: Lucretia Little History Room,
Mill Valley Public Library.
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Women in 1920s era outfits stand with a child in front of 99 and 103 Sunnyside Avenue in the
Sunnyside Tract (photograph not dated).
Source: Lucretia Little History Room, Mill Valley Public Library.

Tamalpais Park

Tamalpais Park was another of the earliest subdivisions in Mill Valley, and the largest of the era. The
approximately 49-acre tract of land was purchased by James Newlands, Jr., president of the North
Coast Water Co., and partners in 1905. The tract was bounded by the Sunnyside Tract and
Blithedale Avenue to the north and east, the E. Judson estate (which would become Goheen’s
Sycamore Village) to the south, and the Arroyo Corte Madera del Presidio to the west. The new
owners put in $15,000 worth of improvements, which included grading streets and installing water
and sewer lines. The streets, which were not paved until 1920, were designed with horse travel in
mind and followed meandering paths. Each street was named after a tree, and the streets were lined
with the corresponding trees. Thirty trees were vandalized in 1910, but many of the original trees
still survive today. The first lots in Tamalpais Park were advertised for sale in early 1906 for $400750, and 227 lots were sold in the first year due to the high demand following the 1906 earthquake.
Advertisements suggested that a house could be built for just $2,000, which appealed to many
displaced San Franciscans. Early homes tended to be First Bay Tradition (sometimes known as the
“Shingle Style,” referring to the prevalence of wood shingle cladding) or stucco-clad bungalows.159
Like the Sunnyside Tract, Tamalpais Park was already about 50 percent developed by the early
twenties and was all but fully developed by 1948.
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Tamalpais Park Subdivision Map, 1906. This copy map shows lots for sale by O. C. Cappelmann. The original
map is known to have been surveyed and drawn by Lyon & Hoag in 1906. Source: Mill Valley Historical
Society.

View of Sycamore Avenue in the Tamalpais Park subdivision, lined with Sycamore Trees.
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Harvey Klyce (1867- 1951)

As Mill Valley’s population rapidly expanded following the 1906 earthquake and fires, and
subdivisions were defined and developed, the demand for permanent homes increased. The most
prolific contractor and builder in Mill Valley during this period was Harvey Asbury Klyce. Harvey
Klyce was born in Tennessee in 1867, but left home to seek his fortune in California at the age of
19. By 1888 he had a job as a draftsman in a San Bernardino architectural firm, and in 1892 he came
to San Francisco to study architecture.160 He does not appear to have received an architecture
license.161 Klyce and his bride, Caroline (Carrie) Marie Gray, of Yuba City, then moved to Mill
Valley, where he began working in building construction.162
Among his earliest construction projects was the Summit School, constructed in 1892 (no longer
extant) with funds from Jacob Gardner. In 1895, Klyce constructed a house for Dr. Swain at 110
Summit Avenue (no longer extant). Klyce is also believed to have constructed “Alderbrook” at 471
Throckmorton that same year.163 In 1900, after living on Lovell and then Cascade avenues, Klyce
moved his family moved to the house he had built at 501 Throckmorton Avenue, which is extant
today. The property originally contained a caretaker’s cottage, a barn, and a variety of lumber sheds.
Klyce’s contracting business in Mill Valley became quite successful; he is thought to have
constructed as many as 35 houses throughout the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.164 He
also received commissions throughout Marin County and other sites in California.165 Klyce was a
founder of Mill Valley’s Masonic Lodge and built the Masonic temple at 23 Corte Madera Avenue in
1903. In 1904, he constructed the residence at 164 Hillside Avenue. Klyce’s characteristic residential
building style is understood to include wood construction, wood shingles, gable roofs, covered front
porches, and window boxes. Klyce served on the Mill Valley City Council from 1910 to 1914, and in
1914 he was elected as the Mayor of Mill Valley.166 He and Carrie had four children. His son, Melvin
Klyce, became a building contractor, as did his grandson Al Klyce. Harvey Klyce retired in 1949 and
died in 1951.

Klyce family home at 501 Throckmorton Avenue, constructed by Harvey Klyce in 1900 (photograph not dated).
Source: Mill Valley Historical Society.
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DEVELOPING A DOWNTOWN
Civic Institutions

The first town hall was constructed in 1908 by fire department volunteers and was located at the
foot of Corte Madera Avenue. The downstairs of the building contained a stable for two fire horses
and space for carts and wagons; the upstairs contained firemen’s quarters and the Town Hall
meeting space. The two-story wood structure was demolished in 1935.167
The first dedicated public library building was constructed in 1911 with funds from Andrew
Carnegie; prior to the construction of the Carnegie library, there was only a small library within the
Outdoor Art Club. The building was designed by architect C.H. Russell. Located at 52 Lovell
Avenue, the brick building served as town library until 1966, when a replacement library was built at
375 Throckmorton Avenue. The building is now a private residence.168

Town Hall, built in 1908, later demolished (photograph not dated).
Source: Lucretia Little History Room, Mill Valley Public Library.

Carnegie Library at 52 Lovell Avenue, constructed in 1911 (pictured in 1914). After the opening of the new
library 375 Throckmorton Avenue in 1966, the building was converted to a private residence. Source: Lucretia
Little History Room, Mill Valley Public Library.
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Commercial Development

Many of the earliest commercial buildings were occupied by small, family-run operations such as
grocers. The Mill Valley Market, a meat market, was first advertised in the local papers in April
1904.169 The Mill Valley Market was located at what is now 173 Throckmorton Avenue and featured
commercial space at the ground level with lodging on the second floor. Not to be confused with an
earlier meat market of the same name, Italian immigrant Frank Canepa opened Mill Valley Market at
118 Throckmorton Avenue on July 4, 1929. Allen & Roseveare Groceries was located at 106
Throckmorton Avenue and was likely similarly mixed-use. The Keystone Block building was built in
1906 on Lytton Square. The Mill Valley Post Office was one of its original tenants, alongside a
variety of local businesses, including a sausage shop. The Keystone Block building was renovated to
today’s Tudor-style appearance in 1934.

On the left is 118 Throckmorton Avenue, constructed circa 1900 (pictured in 1908). The downstairs of the
extant building housed commercial businesses such as Canepa’s Mill Valley Market, while the upstairs was
originally a lodging house. Source: Lucretia Little History Room, Mill Valley Public Library.

Allen & Roseveare Groceries building (left) at 106 Throckmorton Ave. was constructed in 1901 and was later
remodeled to a Spanish Colonial Revival style, likely in the 1920s; the Keystone Building (right) was originally
built in 1906 as a Mission Revival style building but was remodeled to a Tudor Revival style in the 1930s
(pictured circa 1910). Source: Lucretia Little History Room, Mill Valley Public Library.
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While most commercial business met daily needs (such as grocers, creameries, etc.), other businesses
were established to provide entertainment. There are two extant theaters in Mill Valley that date to
this period. In 1915, the Hub Theatre was built at 142 Throckmorton Avenue; silent films were
shown there until 1929 when the success of the new Sequoia Theater’s “talkies” forced the Hub
Theater to close. The Sequoia Theater was built in February 1929 at 25 Throckmorton Avenue. The
theater ran two shows each evening and had a capacity of 1200 (Mill Valley’s population was then
barely 4,000).

Hub Theatre at 142 Throckmorton Avenue, constructed in 1915, now the Throckmorton Theater (pictured
circa 1920). Source: Lucretia Little History Room, Mill Valley Public Library.

Sequoia Theatre at 25 Throckmorton Avenue, image center (pictured in 1929).
Source: Lucretia Little History Room, Mill Valley Public Library.
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Educational Institutions

As the population of Mill Valley grew during this period, larger and more permanent facilities were
needed for educational purposes. A number of public schools were established and constructed
during this period, including the Homestead School (1908), Tamalpais Union High School (1908),
the Tamalpais Park School (1909), and the Old Mill School (1921). Private schools were also
established during this time, including the Lowan Hill School for Girls in 1905.
The Homestead School was originally built in 1908 on Montford Avenue at Janes Street, but in
1920, due to overcrowding, a new building was constructed just down the street at Melrose Avenue.
The original school building was converted into two new residences. Tamalpais Union High School,
which originally sat outside city limits on the marshes of Richardson Bay, was designed in a
California Mission style by the architect J.W. Dolliver. At the time of its construction in 1908, it was
considered the most beautiful public building in Marin County, and students from surrounding areas
commuted on the train which stopped in front of Wood Hall. It has experienced considerable
additions and alterations over the years. The Old Mill School, now Old Mill Elementary School, was
constructed in 1921 at a cost of $85,000. The Old Mill School is located at 352 Throckmorton
Avenue, and although remodeled in 1937 for seismic stability and expanded in the late 1950s, the
building still retains its original Art Deco and reduced Neoclassical stylistic elements.

Tamalpais High School, opened in 1908 (pictured circa 1914). The railroad tracks are visible in front
of Wood Hall; students were able to get off the train right in front of school. Source: Lucretia Little
History Room, Mill Valley Public Library.

Religious Institutions

By 1900, three churches had been founded and built in Mill Valley – a Catholic, Episcopal, and
Congregational church. Two new churches were established in the early twentieth century, and
others expanded, reflective of the growing population of Mill Valley. The First Church of Christ
Scientist, which was constructed at 10 Olive Street in 1909, was subsequently expanded in 1914 and
again in 1936. The wood frame First Bay Tradition style Methodist Episcopal Church was
constructed at 260 East Blithedale Avenue in 1913, soon after the surrounding Sunnyside Tract and
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Tamalpais Park neighborhoods were subdivided and beginning to be built out; the church was
remolded in 1935 and expanded in 1940. Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic Church, which had
been founded in the 1890s, expanded to a new, larger building on West Blithedale built in 1914 and
dedicated in 1917.170

Second Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church, located on Buena Vista Avenue, built in 1914 and since
demolished (pictured 1919). Service is being held outdoors due to flu epidemic.
Source: Lucretia Little History Room, Mill Valley Public Library.

Social & Cultural Institutions

Social and cultural institutions that were established during this period ranged from youth groups
such as the Boy Scouts to the Mill Valley Record newspaper to the outdoor Mountain Play theater
group. The newly organized Masonic Lodge No. 356 moved into 19 Corte Madera Avenue in 1903.
The Mill Valley Boy Scout Troop 1 was established in 1910 and moved in to 177 East Blithedale in
1919. The building was constructed circa 1905 as McInnes Tavern, and subsequently used as a
laundry and livery stable. The extant building which soon became known as Scout Hall was enlarged
in 1928 and remodeled again in 1970-71.
On August 2, 1902, 35 women signed the founding members roll of the Outdoor Art Club (OAC), a
local women’s civic club. The OAC was established in part as a response to local redwood trees
being cut down. Members were selected for their “character and intelligence, without regard for
religion or politics,” and pledged to follow club bylaws that stated: “the purpose of the Association
shall be to preserve the natural scenery of Mill Valley and of the surrounding country, to beautify the
grounds around public buildings, to endeavor to create public sentiment against the wanton
destruction of birds and game, and in all directions to encourage the development of Outdoor Art as
well as to engage in what is known as civic, social and literary work.”171
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Soon after its founding, the OAC purchased the parcel at 2 Throckmorton for $3,000. For a fee of
$165.37, famed Bay Area architect Bernard Maybeck was hired to design a clubhouse building. The
cornerstone was laid on August 4, 1904, and contractor Charles Alsup completed construction on
November 1, 1904. In 1923, the building was enlarged to accommodate a library wing.172
Additionally, the rear porch was enclosed, and the front porch removed entirely.173 174 As Mill
Valley’s primary and oldest cultural institution, the OAC has contributed to a great number of local
causes for over 100 years and is still active today.

Outdoor Art Club, constructed in 1904 (photograph not
dated).
Source: http://www.outdoorartclub.org/history.html

Outdoor Art Club interior (pictured in 1957).
Source: UC Berkeley, Bancroft Library.

The Mountain Play was established in 1913 as part of the outdoor theater movement and continues
to be active today. Early on, people would take the train or hike up Mount Tamalpais to see plays
performed outside. The Mountain Play did not have a permanent amphitheater until the 1930s when
one was constructed by the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), discussed in a later section, “The
Great Depression through World War II (1930 to 1945).”
Tudor Revival Style Design in Downtown Mill Valley

Revival style architecture emerged during the early twentieth century as a reaction to rapid
development in industry and economy in the United States. These advances also prompted a keen
nostalgia for the perceived virtues of the past, “traditional” architecture, and handcrafted
construction, and catapulted into popularity architectural styles such as the Colonial, Italian
Renaissance, Georgian, and Tudor revival styles. The Tudor Revival style has been used in a number
of significant commercial and institutional buildings in downtown Mill Valley. For example, the
Tudor Revival style Bennetts Building was home to Mill Valley’s first bank until 1911 when it
became the Hikers Retreat; in 1918, the Hikers Retreat moved across the street to 149-153
Throckmorton and the Bennetts Building has since been remodeled beyond recognition.
Another example is the Mill Valley Record building on Madrona Street. As a small and still quite
remote town, Mill Valley residents wanted to keep abreast of local, regional, and national news. In
1901, the Mill Valley Record was founded. Just a few years later, in 1904, the paper merged with the
Marin County Enterprise which had been founded in 1899 but retained its name. The Mill Valley Record
occupied the English Tudor Revival style building at 17 Madrona Street from 1905 to 1940. At that
time, new masonry veneering techniques allowed the brick and stone exteriors of English prototypes
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to be imitated at a lower cost that made Tudor Revival houses available to the mass market.175 Mill
Valley City Hall was also designed in the Tudor Revival style in 1936, discussed in the following
section “The Great Depression through World War II (1930 to 1945).”

17 Madrona Street, built in 1904, served as the office of the Mill Valley Record from 1905 to 1940 and is now a
commercial storefront (photograph not dated). The English Tudor style was particularly popular in Mill Valley
in the early 20th century. Source: Lucretia Little History Room, Mill Valley Public Library.

Runners, likely before the Dipsea Race, in front of the Hikers Retreat building on the northwest corner of
Throckmorton and Madrona Avenues. The Bennetts Building (154-160 Throckmorton Ave.) was constructed in
1906 as the first bank in Mill Valley, before becoming the Hikers Retreat from 1911-1918. The building has been
remodeled beyond recognition (photograph not dated).
Source: Lucretia Little History Room, Mill Valley Public Library.
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RECREATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Mill Valley experienced substantial development of parks and other recreational facilities during this
era. The network of Steps, Lanes, and Paths established in the nineteenth century set up Mill Valley
to be accessible to pedestrians, hikers, and runners, and put an implicit value on outdoor activity.
Buildings like the Hiker’s Retreat were established to cater to outdoor enthusiasts. The Hiker’s
Retreat building made showers, lockers and changing rooms available for hikers. The Mountain
Home Inn was constructed in 1912 at 810 Panoramic Highway and was developed specifically to
cater to tourists. At the time, the site was located near the crossing of the Pipeline Trail over the
Mountain Railway’s Muir Woods track. The Inn was renovated in 1985.176
One of the first parks officially established in Mill Valley was Old Mill Park, at the site of John
Reed’s lumber mill. The Tamalpais Land & Water Company gave the city 5.5 acres of land for Old
Mill Park in 1900, which has been added to and improved over the years.177
The Dipsea Race has used the stairs and paths for over a century. The Dipsea Race is not only one
of Mill Valley’s greatest traditions, but is also the nation’s oldest cross-country race.178 The historic
race was first held on November 19, 1905. The San Francisco Examiner advertised the race as “the
greatest cross-county run that was ever held in this or any other country.”179 The race has continued
every year with the exception of 1932-1933 during the Great Depression and 1942-1945 during
World War II years. Athletes race from downtown Mill Valley at the intersection of Throckmorton
and Miller avenues, up and down hundreds of steps and across various terrain before reaching the
finish at Stinson Beach nearly eight miles later.180 Various sections of the race course are individually
named – examples include the Steps; Windy Gap; Suicide; Dynamite; the Hogsback; the Rainforest;
Cardiac; the Swoop; Steep Ravine; the Moors, and the Grotto.

Lytton Square in downtown Mill Valley during the Dipsea Race (pictured circa 1905). Source: Lucretia Little
History Room, Mill Valley Public Library.
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Mountain Home Inn, 810 Panoramic Highway, constructed in 1912 (photograph not dated). Source: Lucretia
Little History Room, Mill Valley Public Library.

Public Parks

Carmelita Garcia Boyle was the daughter of John Reed’s widow, Hilaria, and her second husband
Bernardino Garcia. When Hilaria died in 1868, Carmelita inherited 325 acres of John Reed’s
property. Boyle, the namesake of both Boyle Park and Carmelita Avenue, donated two acres to the
City of Mill Valley for a park in 1906. A 1908 park bond was used to purchase two adjacent lots to
add additional acreage to establish Boyle Park. In the 1930s, additional lots were purchased on three
occasions to expand the park even further. Boyle Park has long been home to Mill Valley’s Little
League as baseball was a favorite sport of Mill Valleyans for decades.181
Golf is another favorite sport in Mill Valley. In 1919, 75 men pooled together funds to purchase 42
acres in Warner Canyon (just outside the then-city limits) to build a golf course. A nine-hole course
was designed by Dad Clarke, a groundskeeper and professional golfer, and opened in 1919.
Although membership of the Mill Valley Golf Club grew in the 1920s as the sport took on national
popularity, 140 members was far short of the anticipated 300, and after the onset of the Great
Depression membership dwindled to just 38 in 1938. After two failed attempts, the Mill Valley Golf
Club sold the course to the City of Mill Valley at a much-discounted rate in 1939. Since then, the
course and clubhouse (opened in 1920, architect unknown) have been publicly operated by the Mill
Valley Park and Recreation Department.182 183
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Baseball game in Boyle Park near road to Warner Canyon, what is now Buena Vista Avenue (pictured in 1910).
Source: Lucretia Little History Room, Mill Valley Public Library.

Mill Valley Golf Club (pictured 1920s). Source: Anne
T. Kent Room, Marin County Free Library.

Mill Valley Golf Club Clubhouse (pictured 1920s).
Source: Anne T. Kent Room, Marin County Free
Library.

WORLD WAR I ERA (1914-1918)
Following the devastating 1906 earthquake, San Francisco sought to rebuild as quickly as possible.
Although marketed as a celebration of the completion of the Panama Canal, the Panama-Pacific
International Exposition (PPIE) was also an opportunity for the City of San Francisco to celebrate
its own recovery from the earthquake. The exposition grounds were located in the north part of the
city, in what is now known as the Marina District, and the event brought in nearly 19 million
visitors. Many of the out-of-town visitors took the opportunity to take the ferry to Mill Valley and
visit Mount Tamalpais on the Mount Tamalpais & Muir Woods Railway. Private citizens, including
Ralston Lovell White, also hosted and entertained exposition visitors. White, born into a prominent
Mill Valley family, was the son of Lovell White, the director of the Tamalpais Land & Water Co.,
and Laura Lyon White, who was a founder of the Outdoor Art Club and helped secure the bid for
San Francisco to host the Panama-Pacific International Exposition.
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Ralston White married Ruth Boericke in 1910 and proceeded to develop the “Garden of Allah,” an
80-acre estate named after the popular 1904 romantic novel by Robert Smythe Hichens. The estate
featured a home designed by prolific San Francisco architect Willis Polk, who was also the
supervising architect of the PPIE. Polk designed the 16-room, steel-framed, concrete home in 1911;
the building was constructed for $70,000 between 1912 and 1915. It was largely completed just in
time to host visitors for the PPIE. White deeded the estate in 1951 in trust to the California
Academy of Sciences, which then transferred the property to the United Church of Christ in 1957,
and finally to the Ralston White Retreat Foundation in 2005.184 Since the 1950s, the estate, now
known as the Ralston White Retreat, has hosted retreats, conferences, and events for educational,
charitable, and spiritual groups.185 In 1964, a retreat sponsored by San Francisco’s Glide Urban
Center and organized by Reverend Ted McIlvenna brought together twenty Protestant clergymen
and over a dozen activists of the homophile movement, who shortly thereafter jointly formed the
Council on Religion and the Homosexual – the nation’s first church-sponsored LGBTQ
organization and the first in the United States to have “homosexual” in the title.186

Garden of Allah (pictured soon after it was built in 1915).
Source: Lucretia Little History Room, Mill Valley Public
Library.

Garden of Allah, now the Ralston White
Retreat (pictured in 2014). Note that original
clay tile roof has been replaced with
composite shingles.
Source: Google Images, 2017.

Though World War I, or “the Great War,” had begun in Europe in July 1914, the United States did
not enter the war until April 1917. World War I impacted Mill Valley in the ways it impacted many
small towns. The draft required men aged 18 to 45 to register, and on July 21, 1917, 37 men from
Mill Valley were on the first draft list.187 Non-drafted residents of Mill Valley participated in the war
effort from home by enthusiastically purchasing Liberty Bond sales. Lytton Square in the heart of
downtown Mill Valley was named after Lytton Plummer Barber, who enlisted for service at the age
of 17 and died of meningitis while training at Fort Lewis, Washington, in 1917. Three other Mill
Valley residents were killed during the war.
During the war years, Mill Valley continued to develop its downtown area. Towards the end of
World War I, Mill Valley began paving the streets of downtown and building concrete sidewalks.
Automobiles steadily replaced horse-drawn transport during the 1910s. This continued into the
1920s, as post-war prosperity saw a steep increase in automobile ownership and subsequent
associated changes.
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Lytton Square, looking southwest down Throckmorton Avenue (pictured circa 1918).
Source: Lucretia Little History Room, Mill Valley Public Library.

SNAPSHOT OF THE CITY: 1924
Mill Valley was once again surveyed and depicted on a Sanborn map in 1924. The downtown area
reflected further development since the prior mapping in 1908. Any remaining vacant lots near the
train depot were infilled with commercial properties; lots beyond were developed with residential
properties.
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1924 Sanborn fire insurance map depicting downtown Mill Valley.
Source: San Francisco Public Library; Sheets 2 and 3 stitched together by Page & Turnbull.
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GREAT FIRE OF 1929
The worst disaster in Mill Valley’s history struck on July 2, 1929. The Great Fire of 1929 began at
the head of Blithedale Canyon before spreading down to Middle Ridge and burning approximately
2,500 acres over three days. One hundred seventeen homes, assessed at $1,045,000, were either
completely destroyed or heavily damaged, but the Garden of Allah (now Ralston White Retreat) was
spared. Many of these were on Summit Avenue, as well as Magee, Marguerite, Ralston, and
Tamalpais avenues. A shift in the wind and the efforts of 4,000 firefighters, soldiers, and volunteers
only just prevented the destruction of the entire town.188 Fortunately, no lives were lost.189
In October 1929, as Mill Valley was in the process of rebuilding post-fire, the stock market crashed
and sent the United States into the Great Depression. The fire damage, in combination with the
severe economic slowdown, stunted Mill Valley’s development for years to come.

Great Fire of 1929 viewed from Sausalito. Source: Lucretia Little History Room, Mill Valley Public Library.

Map showing the area destroyed or damaged by the 1929 Fire. Source: Mill Valley Historical Society.
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ASSOCIATED PROPERTY TYPES & REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS (1900 – 1929)
The overarching theme of this period is the incorporation of Mill Valley and its early development,
with attendant impacts on population growth, commerce, recreation, and the city’s institutions.
Three major events during this period had significant and lasting impacts on the growth and shape
of Mill Valley: town incorporation in 1900, the 1906 earthquake which brought hundreds of
temporary and permanent refugees, and the Great Fire of 1929 which burned through much of Mill
Valley’s residential area and devastated 117 homes.
The expansion of railroad networks and the Mill Valley & Mount Tamalpais Scenic Railway “gravity
cars” aided the economic development of Mill Valley through industry and tourism, especially
during the Panama-Pacific International Exposition hosted in San Francisco in 1915. Increasingly
affordable and popular automobile travel also made Mill Valley more accessible to tourists and
residents, and during this period roads were improved, concrete sidewalks built, and many
automobile garages and service stations were constructed. Following the 1906 earthquake, many
refugees decided to permanently relocate in Mill Valley, resulting in a population influx to over 1,000
permanent residents. Relatedly, this period saw extensive residential development including the
earliest subdivision neighborhoods such as Tamalpais Park.
Institutional development, including civic, cultural, religious, is a major theme as many organizations
established during this period have had a profound impact on shaping the character of Mill Valley
and most continue to be active to this day. Particularly notable examples include Mountain Play and
the Outdoor Art Club, as well as many public educational institutions and religious institutions.
Recreation also developed further, with the use of steps and trails for the Dipsea Race and the
development of public parks and a nine-hole golf course.
The following are in-depth discussions of the extant property types constructed during this period,
including their massing and materials, associated architectural styles, and any known clusters of
development. Each property type is also accompanied by a discussion of significance and the
integrity thresholds necessary to qualify them as historic resources.
RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS

The 1900 to 1929 period covers a significant time of development in Mill Valley. The overwhelming
majority of surviving buildings from this period are residential, primarily consisting of single-family
residences; multi-family residential development during this period was rare. However, 117 homes
built during this period and earlier were destroyed in the Great Fire of 1929.
Architecture of the period encompasses a wide range of styles, roughly following a chronology that
include Queen Anne (1890s – 1900s), First Bay Tradition (circa 1900 – 1920s), Craftsman (circa
1905 – 1930s), and revival styles such as Tudor Revival (1900s – 1930s). First Bay Tradition style
residences are by far the most common of the period; the First Bay Tradition is a Bay Area regional
idiom of what is sometimes called the Shingle Style, referring to the typical redwood shingle siding,
and often includes historicist decorative elements and gable or gambrel roofs. The Queen Anne
style, which was popular during previous development, tapered off in the first decade of the 1900s.
As with the previous period of development, vernacular style buildings were also widely constructed,
often as simple wood-frame cabins, gable-and-wing houses or modest bungalows; vernacular
buildings may have modest stylistic details that reference other styles.
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Houses are typically set back from the front and rear lot lines, allowing space for a yard or garden,
and sometimes have associated ancillary structures, including storage sheds and stables. Largely
beginning in the 1920s, ancillary structures were often converted into automobile garages, or new
garage structures were built on properties. Residential buildings from this era are found throughout
Mill Valley as they represent one of the most active periods of development. Prior to this period,
most residential buildings were constructed near the downtown core or in the hills north, west, and
east of downtown. During this period of development, new subdivisions were built south of
downtown, including the Tamalpais Park and Boyle Park neighborhoods, starting a trend of
southward development that would continue into the post-World War II period.
The following section provides an outline of some of the most common relevant residential
architectural styles and the character-defining features associated with each style:
Architectural Styles & Character Defining Features

1. Queen Anne Style Buildings (1900 – circa 1910)
▪

▪

65 Catalpa Avenue, built 1906.

▪
▪
▪

Queen Anne residences in Mill Valley
often have asymmetrical facades, and
may feature rounded towers or bay
windows.
Copious use of applied decorative
ornament, often concentrated on
porches or in the gable ends. Most
frequently these include scrolled
brackets and spindlework above the
porch.
“Cutaway” slanted bay windows with
brackets and pendants in the overhang
Patterned wood shingles—particularly
fish scale shingles—in gable ends
Multi-light Queen Anne style windows,
often with small squares of colored
glass

15 Sunnyside Avenue, built circa 1906.
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2. First Bay Tradition (Shingle) Style Buildings (1900 – 1920s)
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

37 Sycamore Avenue, built circa 1908.

Wood shingle cladding, either entirely
or as a prominent element
Typically, 2 or 3 stories
Wavy wall surfaces or shingle
patterning, particularly bulged
“eyebrows” above windows
Steeply pitched gable and gambrel roof
shapes are typical
Shed dormers on one or both sides of
the roof peak
Large porches are typical
Exterior brick chimneys are common

70 Bigelow Avenue, built circa 1902.

3. Craftsman Style Buildings (circa 1905 – 1930)
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

38 Sycamore Avenue, built 1920.

▪

Simple rectangular massing
Front or side gable roofs with
prominent knee braces and exposed
rafter tails
Gable porches supported by “battered”
columns which are wider at the base
Windows with geometric division in the
upper sash
Wood shiplap, bevel, novelty or shingle
siding (sometimes in combination)
Smooth river boulders as porch
skirting, or at the base of chimneys
(rare)

42 Sycamore Avenue, built 1916.
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4. Tudor Revival Style Buildings (1900s – 1930)
▪
▪
▪
▪
“Burlwood” at 565 Throckmorton Avenue, built
1893for Jacob Green Eastland.190

▪
▪

Rectangular massing with asymmetrical
facades
Steeply-pitched gable roofs, usually in
combination of side and front-facing
gables
Shallow eaves or eaveless
Stucco cladding, smooth or textured,
often with faux half-timber
Arched entries, sometimes set within
gabled porch elements
Rusticated masonry accents around
doors and windows

2 Manor Terrace, built 1928.

5. Vernacular Style Cottages (1900 – 1920s)
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Rectangular massing
Gable or hipped roofs are most
common
Shiplap or vertical wood siding are
typical cladding materials
Largely unornamented
May have front entry porch

16 Bernard Street, built 1908. This vernacular
bungalow residence features modest Colonial
Revival elements.
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Significance

The table below discusses the significance of residential buildings from this era according to criteria
established by the National Register of Historic Places and California Register of Historical
Resources.
National/
California
Register
A/1

B/2

C/3

Significance

Discussion

Events

Residential buildings from this period may be significant for their
association with the theme of residential development tied to a key
period of city expansion, especially following the 1906 earthquake. For
example, residences in early twentieth century subdivisions such as the
Sunnyside Tract, Boyle Park, and Tamalpais Park tracts reflect the
development of the city. Groups of residences may be better able to
convey these patterns than individual structures; evaluators should
consider the presence of historic districts that illustrate this criterion,
though some properties may also qualify individually for their
architectural merits or associations with prominent individuals (see
below).
Persons
Residential buildings from this period may be significant for their
association with persons important to Mill Valley’s history. If this is the
case, however, the residence should be the best or only remaining
property capable of representing that person’s achievements or reasons
for being significant.
Architecture/ New residential design trends were occurring during this period, and
Design
residential buildings from this period may therefore be significant for
their architecture, as expressed by intact stylistic features, forms or
construction methods. Buildings may also qualify as the work of a
master architect or prominent builder, such as Willis Polk or Harvey
Klyce. Resources qualified under these criteria should be good examples
of types and/or styles and retain most of their original features. Simple
cottages and grander residences may both be significant under these
criteria as examples of their respective typologies.

Integrity

In order to be eligible for listing in the state or national historic registers, a residential property must
retain sufficient integrity to convey its significance as part of the early development theme. While
most buildings undergo change over time, alterations should not significantly change the essential
historic character of the buildings. A residential property must retain essential physical features that
made up its character during its period of significance. Buildings qualified as individual resources
should retain a substantial majority of their original features.
Minimum Eligibility Requirements:
▪ Clear example of residential architecture from this period
▪ Retains original form and roofline
▪ Retains the original pattern of window and doors
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Retains some of its original ornamentation. (The retention of entry, window and/or roofline
ornamentation should be considered most important)
Replacement of doors and windows is acceptable as long as they conform to the original
door/window pattern and the size of the openings
Retention of the original cladding is important, but not absolute (see below)

Other Integrity Considerations:
▪ It is generally acceptable for entry stairs and porch features to have been replaced, as these
are subject to greater deterioration from weathering and use. However, replacement porches
should substantially conform to the original configuration.
▪ Rear additions that have respected the scale of the original building are generally acceptable.
However, additions that compromise a building’s form and scale, are not acceptable.
▪ The replacement of the original cladding with a new type of cladding, such as replacing
wood with stucco, is generally a detriment to integrity. Typically, it is only acceptable as long
as a majority of the remaining character-defining features are retained.
▪ Replacement of original cladding with in-kind materials is acceptable. For example, wood
shingles are frequently replaced with new wood shingles on residences in Mill Valley as they
deteriorate.
▪ The retention of original windows greatly enhances integrity of materials, and likewise
enhances integrity of design and workmanship. However, it should be recognized that
window replacement was common during the mid-twentieth century. Thus, the fact that a
building does not retain its original windows should not—in and of itself—be viewed as an
obstacle to historic registration. Far more important is that the building retain its original
pattern of windows, and that the replacement windows are compatible and located within
the original frame openings.
▪ A residence that was later altered into another style has lost association with this period, and
may be considered to have association with the period during which it was altered—so long
as it displays the character-defining features of the new style.
COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS

The first three decades of the twentieth century were a booming period for business in Mill Valley.
As with their residential counterparts, commercial buildings of this period usually range from one to
three stories in height, and sometimes feature residential areas on their upper floors. Stylistically,
commercial buildings range from the high-style Neoclassical buildings such as bank at 60
Throckmorton Avenue, which was the first masonry building in Mill Valley, to more modest
masonry, concrete, or wood frame buildings, often with parapeted flat roofs. Commercial buildings
from this era are typically found near the downtown core of Mill Valley, as well as down
Throckmorton, Miller, East Blithedale, and Corte Madera avenues. Mill Valley’s two theaters – the
Hub Theatre and the Art Deco-style Sequoia Theater – are located downtown. In addition to retail,
office and entertainment spaces, hotel and lodge development continued during this era – often
further from the downtown area.
While many commercial buildings date to this era, commercial buildings have often been remodeled
and/or repurposed for new uses and may not exhibit their original form or design. An example of a
repurposed building is the train depot at 87 Throckmorton Avenue, which was constructed in 1929.
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The train depot has been progressively remodeled and has been repurposed as the Depot Bookstore
and Café.

60 Throckmorton Avenue, built 1911. This bank,
formerly the Bank of Italy, was the first masonry
building in Mill Valley.

The Hub Theatre (now, the Throckmorton Theatre)
constructed in 1915 at 142 Throckmorton Avenue.

127 Throckmorton Avenue, built circa 1920.

149-153 Throckmorton Avenue, built circa 1918.
Source: Google Maps, November 2015.

Although the depot (87 Throckmorton) is now a
bookstore and café, and has had at least one
addition.

The Sequoia Theater, 25 Throckmorton Avenue, opened
in February 1929 showing “talkies.” The Art Deco
building features some Spanish Eclectic elements.
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Significance

The table below discusses the significance of commercial buildings from this era according to
criteria established by the National Register of Historic Places and the California Register of
Historical Resources.
National/
California
Register

Significance

A/1

Events

B/2

C/3

Discussion

Commercial buildings from this period are significant for their
associations with the theme of early twentieth century commercial
development during a significant transitional period in Mill Valley’s
history. These buildings set precedents that would guide commercial
development through the middle of the century. Groups of intact
commercial buildings may qualify at the state or national levels as
contributors to a historic district, although some would qualify
individually for their architectural merits or associations with prominent
individuals.
Persons
Commercial buildings from this period may be significant for their
association with persons important to Mill Valley’s history, such as a
prominent merchant. If this is the case, however, the building should be
the best or only remaining property capable of representing that
person’s achievements or reasons for being significant.
Architecture/ This period witnessed the introduction of new commercial designs and
Design
construction methods such as the use of brick and concrete instead of
wood frame. Commercial buildings from this period are therefore likely
to be significant for their architecture, as expressed by intact stylistic
features, forms or construction methods. Buildings may also qualify as
the work of a master architect or prominent builder. Individual
resources qualified under these criteria should be good examples of
types and/or styles, and retain most of their original features.

Integrity

In order to be eligible for listing in the state or national historic registers, a commercial property
must retain sufficient integrity to convey its significance as part of commercial development during
this period. While most buildings undergo change over time, alterations should not significantly
change the essential historic character of the buildings. Many commercial properties from this era
have been altered over time, leaving very few examples of intact properties with their original
storefront configuration, and therefore discretion is warranted when considering integrity.
Nevertheless, a commercial property must retain essential physical features that made up its historic
character.
Buildings qualified as individual resources should retain a substantial majority of their original
features. These include features such as transom or storefront windows, decorative brickwork or
tiling, and prominent cornices or parapets. However, discretion should be exercised when assessing
storefront alterations—particularly in multi-story commercial buildings where a storefront alteration
may be subordinate to the overall character of the building.
June 7, 2021

103

Page & Turnbull, Inc.

Historic Context Statement
IV. Historic Context: D. Incorporation & Early Development (1900 to 1929)

Mill Valley
Marin County, California

Minimum Eligibility Requirements:
▪ Clear example of commercial architecture from this period
▪ Retains original form and roofline
▪ Substantially retains the original pattern of window and doors. Storefront alterations,
particularly in multi-story commercial buildings, can be acceptable (see integrity
considerations below).
▪ Retains at least some of its original ornamentation, if applicable. The retention of entry,
window and/or roofline ornamentation should be considered most important.
▪ Replacement of doors and windows is acceptable as long as they conform, or substantially
conform, to the original door/window pattern and the size of the openings
Other Integrity Considerations:
▪ Commercial buildings from this period that retain their original storefront configurations are
extremely rare. In multi-story commercial buildings, ground floor alterations should be
considered acceptable as long as they are subordinate to the overall character of the building.
Similarly, storefront alterations that demonstrate evolving commercial design patterns
associated with a subsequent historically significant context may be acceptable.
▪ Rear additions that have respected the scale of the original building are generally acceptable.
However, more recent additions, especially those that compromise a building’s form and
scale, are not acceptable.
▪ The replacement of the original cladding is only acceptable as long as enough characterdefining features are retained that the building can be clearly read as historic. In these
instances, buildings should only be registered as contributors to a district, rather than as
individual resources. Similarly, the application of ornamentation associated with evolving
commercial patterns/styles during a subsequent historically significant context may be
acceptable in certain instances. This would include the Keystone Building which was
constructed in 1906, but completely remodeled into the Tudor Revival style in 1934.
▪ Prior replacement of doors and windows can be acceptable, but the replacements must
conform to the original size of the openings. All other character-defining features must be
retained.
LIGHT INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS

Mill Valley had some limited industrial development during this period, primarily related to the
development and expansion of railroads and surrounding the emergence of the automobile. During
this period the North Pacific Coast Railroad was electrified. The Mill Valley & Mount Tamalpais
Scenic Railway constructed a branch line to Redwood Canyon, now known as Muir Woods, for
scenic day trips in “gravity cars,” Shortly after reorganizing and being renamed the Mount Tamalpais
& Muir Woods Railway, the line had its busiest year in 1915 – the year of the Panama-Pacific
International Exposition – averaging 700 passengers a day during summer months. Outbuildings
associated with rail depots and rail car maintenance do not appear to be extant.
Extant auto repair shops dating to this period are of one story height with flat roofs. Reinforced
concrete had largely replaced the wood frame construction of earlier eras. These later light industrial
buildings typically had stucco finishes. As these buildings were purpose-built for specific activities,
most feature utilitarian designs with minimal ornamentation. These buildings typically featured at
least one, if not several, large entrance bays to allow for the passage of vehicles and/or the loading
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of materials. Hinged or rolling wood doors would have been most common. Original windows
would have typically incorporated wood sashes, although during the 1920s industrial steel sash
windows became the norm. Most often, these steel windows feature awning or hopper mechanisms
allowing the glass to swing outward. To maximize natural lighting, skylights are also common.

Elroy Garage at 111 Camino Alto, constructed in 1927
(pictured circa 1927). (Source: Lucretia Little History
Room, Mill Valley Public Library).

111 Camino Alto is still an auto garage; this is a
very rare example of a surviving industrial
property from this era in Mill Valley.

Significance

The table below discusses the significance of industrial buildings from this era according to criteria
established by the National Register of Historic Places and California Register of Historical
Resources.
National/
California
Register
A/1

B/2

C/3

June 7, 2021

Significance

Discussion

Events

Industrial buildings from this period are significant for their
associations with the theme of industrial development, including
expansion of the railroads and the advent of the private automobile. In
some cases, these buildings may also illustrate the transition from horse
to motorized travel, as well as the development of garage facilities
associated with commercial or larger industrial operations. Their
significance is enhanced by the relative scarcity of surviving examples.
Persons
Industrial buildings from this period may be significant for their
association with persons important to Mill Valley’s history. If this is the
case, however, the building should be the best or only remaining
property capable of representing that person’s achievements or reasons
for being significant.
Architecture/ Industrial buildings from this period may be significant for their
Design
architecture, as expressed by intact stylistic features, forms or
construction methods. Buildings may also qualify as the work of a
master architect or prominent builder. Individual resources qualified
under these criteria should be good examples of types and/or styles,
and retain most of their original features.
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Integrity

In order to be eligible for listing in the state or national historic registers, an industrial property must
retain sufficient integrity to convey its significance as part of the industrial theme. While most
buildings undergo change over time, alterations should not significantly change the essential historic
character of the buildings. As discussed, industrial properties dating to this period are rare, and
therefore discretion is warranted when considering integrity. Nevertheless, the property must retain
essential physical features that made up its historic character.
Minimum Eligibility Requirements:
▪ Clear example of industrial architecture from this period
▪ Retains original form and roofline
▪ Substantially retains the original pattern of window and doors
Other Integrity Considerations:
▪ Replacement of doors and windows is acceptable as long as they conform, or substantially
conform, to the original door/window pattern and the size of the openings
▪ Replacement of the cladding may be acceptable as long as nearly all other character defining
features outlined above are intact
INSTITUTIONAL BUILDINGS

During this period, Mill Valley experienced arguably its most significant institutional development.
After Mill Valley was incorporated in 1900, a number of important civic buildings were constructed
including the Town Hall (1908, demolished and replaced in 1936) and the Carnegie Library (1911).
Many of the social, cultural, and recreational organizations that were founded during this period
have shaped the culture of Mill Valley and are still active today. These include the Outdoor Art Club
(1902), Mill Valley Masonic Lodge No. 356 (1902), Independent Order of Odd Fellows (IOOF)
Lodge #399 (1907), Boy Scouts Troop 1 (1910), Tamalpais Conservation Club (1912), California
Alpine Club (1913) and Mountain Play (1913). Additional development included the establishment
and construction of public schools including the Tamalpais Park School (1909), Homestead School
(1908), Tamalpais High School (1908), and Old Mill Elementary School (1921). A number of
religious institutions were founded during this period, or expanded into newer and larger facilities,
including the First Church of Christ Scientist (1909), Methodist Episcopal Church (1913) and the
second Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church (1914).
The institutional buildings from this era vary widely in style, but include some of the best examples
of their type in Mill Valley. For example, the First Bay Tradition style Outdoor Art Club building
designed by Bernard Maybeck and the Classical Revival style Carnegie Library by C. H. Russell.
Other architectural styles include Art Deco, Spanish Colonial Revival, Mission Revival, Craftsman,
and Vernacular. Many of the institutional buildings from this period are concentrated in or near the
downtown core of Mill Valley, although a notable exception would include Tamalpais High School.
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First Church of Christ Scientist at 10 Olive Street,
built in 1909.

Former Methodist Episcopal Church at 260 East
Blithedale Avenue, built in 1913.

Outdoor Art Club, 1 West Blithedale Avenue, built in
1904. Designed by master architect Bernard Maybeck
and built by Charles Alsup.

Tamalpais High School Wood Hall, built in 1908 in
a Mission Revival style. Tower was renovated in
1946 to include a clock to honor the lives lost in
World War II.

The former Carnegie Library, 52 Lovell Avenue, was originally constructed in 1911 in a Classical Revival
style by architect C. H. Russell. After the new library opened in 1966, this building was adapted to a private
residence.
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Significance

The table below discusses the significance of institutional buildings from this era according to
criteria established by the National Register of Historic Places and California Register of Historical
Resources.
National/
California
Register
A/1

B/2

C/3

Significance

Discussion

Events

This period represents one of the most significant and prolific periods
of institutional development in Mill Valley. Many social, religious, and
cultural organizations that are still active today were founded during this
period. Additionally, this period represents significant development in
educational intuitions such as public schools and libraries. Institutional
development was relatively limited during this period. An institutional
building may be individually significant for its association with a specific
important event or organization, or be a contributor to a district
associated with the theme of incorporation and early development.
Persons
An institutional building from this period might be significant for its
association with a person important to Mill Valley’s history. If this is the
case, however, the building should be the best or only remaining
property capable of representing that person’s achievements or reasons
for being significant.
Architecture/ Institutional buildings from this period may be significant for their
Design
architecture, as expressed by intact stylistic features, forms or
construction methods. Buildings might also qualify as the work of a
master architect or prominent builder, such as Bernard Maybeck.
Individual resources should be good examples of types and/or styles,
and retain a substantial amount of their original features.

As mentioned previously, if a church from this period is to be considered for listing in the National
Register, it must also meet National Register Criteria Consideration A, which deals specifically with
religious properties (see National Register Bulletin #15 – How to Apply the National Register Criteria For
Evaluation). This information may also prove useful in evaluating the significance of a church for
inclusion in the state register.
Integrity

In order to be eligible for listing in the local, state, or national historic register, a commercial
property must retain sufficient integrity to convey its significance. While most buildings undergo
change over time, alterations should not significantly change the essential historic character of the
building. Buildings should retain a substantial majority of their original features.
Minimum Eligibility Requirements:
▪ Clear example of an institutional property from this period
▪ Retains original form and roofline
▪ Substantially retains original pattern of windows and doors
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Retains some of its original ornamentation. (The retention of entry, window and/or roofline
ornamentation should be considered most important)
Replacement of doors and windows can be acceptable as long as they conform to the
original door/window pattern and the size of the openings
Retention of the original cladding is important, but not absolute

Other Integrity Considerations:
▪ Additions may be acceptable as long as the essential character of the original building is
recognizable. In particular, rear additions that have respected the scale of the original
building are generally acceptable.
▪ The replacement of the original cladding is only acceptable as long as all or nearly all other
character-defining features are retained. In these instances, buildings should only be
registered at the state or national levels as contributors to a district, rather than as individual
resources.
▪ Prior replacement of doors and windows can be acceptable, but the replacements must
conform to the original size of the openings. All other character-defining features must be
retained.
▪ Institutional buildings may be adapted to new uses over time, which is acceptable as long as
original materials, roof form, massing, and ornamentation are intact such that it can convey
an association with its original use.
RECREATIONAL PROPERTIES

Formal recreational development was limited prior to 1900 but was prioritized after incorporation.
Old Mill Park and Boyle Park were established as community gathering spaces in 1900 and 1906,
respectively; they would be expanded and developed with amenities in the following decades. The
Mill Valley Golf course was established in 1919 and turned over to the City of Mill Valley in 1939 to
be publicly operated by the Mill Valley Park and Recreation
Department.

Old Mill Park, one of the first parks officially
established in Mill Valley. The Tamalpais Land &
Water Company gave the city 5.5 acres of land for
Old Mill Park in 1900.
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Carmelita Garcia Boyle in 1906. A 1908 park bond
was used to purchase two adjacent lots to add
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occasions to expand the park even further.
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Significance

The following table discusses the significance of recreational properties from this era according to
criteria established by the National Register of Historic Places and California Register of Historical
Resources.
National/
California
Register
A/1

B/2
C/3

Significance

Discussion

Events

Recreational properties from this period may be significant for their
association with Mill Valley’s early twentieth century development, as
the town transitioned from a summer and weekend destination and
began to develop into a year-round community.
Persons
Recreational properties are typically designed to serve groups rather
than individuals, and thus are unlikely to be significant for their
association with a single person.
Architecture/ Recreational properties, which may include buildings, structures, and/or
Design
designed landscape features, from this period may be significant for
their architecture or landscape architecture, as expressed by intact
stylistic features, forms, or construction methods. Individual resources
should be good examples of types and/or styles, and retain a substantial
amount of their original features.

Integrity

In order to be eligible for listing in the local, state, or national historic registers, a recreational
property from this period must retain sufficient integrity to convey its significance in association
with development during this period. While all recreational properties are expected to undergo
change over time, these changes should not significantly change the essential historic character of
the property. The property should still convey its original function associated with recreational
activities. Because the forms and specific functions of recreational property types vary to a large
extent in Mill Valley, a cohesive table of minimum eligibility requirements is not applicable.
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E. The Great Depression through World War II (1930 to 1945)
The 1930s were a transitional time for Mill Valley. The Great Fire of 1929 had devastated the small
town, destroying 117 homes. Just three months later, in October 1929, the stock market crashed on
Wall Street, signaling the beginning of the Great Depression. The combined physical damage from
the fire and the economic recession caused the already dwindling railroad tourism to dry up
completely. Although economic and population growth slowed dramatically in Mill Valley in the
1930s, the population grew dramatically during World War II. In 1930, the population of Mill Valley
was about 4,100 people, and the population increased about 16 percent over the decade. In the
1940s, the population increased 51 percent, the second largest increase in Mill Valley history, to
about 7,300 by 1950. Some major events that mark this period include:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

The impact of the Great Depression and World War II
Institutional and infrastructure development aided by New Deal programs
The opening of the Golden Gate Bridge in 1937
The opening of the Marinship shipyard in Sausalito, and influx of defense workers to Marin
County
Construction of so-called “defense housing” leading up to and during World War II

Extant properties capable of representing these significant themes and events are primarily
institutional and residential properties. A number of significant institutional buildings were
constructed through New Deal programs, including the Mill Valley City Hall and Fire Station.
Residential buildings constructed during this period were modest due to the economic and material
restrictions of the Great Depression and then war rationing, but clusters of defense housing convey
significant World War II development themes.
THE GREAT DEPRESSION & THE NEW DEAL
After the 1929 stock market crash, the United States unemployment rate spiked, the gross domestic
product (GDP) plummeted, and some 5,755 banks failed in the span of a few years. After being
elected in 1932, President Franklin D. Roosevelt established a series of federal economic stimulus
and work programs and new financial reforms and regulations, collectively known as the “New
Deal.” The first such programs and reforms included the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) under
the Emergency Conservation Work Act of 1933 and the Federal Emergency Relief Administration
(FERA), created through the Federal American Relief Act of 1933. On June 16, 1933, President
Roosevelt signed the National Industrial Recovery Act, Title II, which established the Federal
Emergency Administration of Public Works, later known as the Public Works Administration
(PWA). Over a period of 10 years, the PWA pumped billions of dollars into tens of thousands of
infrastructure projects nationally. Two years later, Roosevelt signed Executive Order No. 7034
which created the Works Progress Administration (WPA); the WPA provided jobs to over 8.5
million formerly unemployed Americans over the course of its eight-year existence.191
The Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) worked on a number of significant projects in the vicinity
of incorporated Mill Valley, including the Lake Lagunitas Picnic Area, Cushing Memorial Theater,
and forestry and trail improvements in Mount Tamalpais State Park, as well as work in Muir Woods
National Monument.192 The Cushing Memorial Theater, also known as the Mountain Theater, was
completed in 1938 for Mountain Play, an outdoor theater troupe that was established in 1913 and
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continues to be an important part of Mill Valley cultural life.193 Throughout the Great Depression,
the Mountain Play continued productions; however, notably the Dipsea Race was not run in 1932 or
1933.194
Works Progress Administration (WPA) in Mill Valley

Tamalpais High School was opened in 1908 and underwent a large expansion in 1924. In 1936, the
Works Progress Administration (WPA) constructed a large new outdoor amphitheater on the
Tamalpais High School campus. Known as Mead Theater, the amphitheater seated close to 2,500
and was said to be one of the largest of its kind.195 Mead Theater is primarily concrete construction,
and wood benches and metal railings have been added to the concrete risers. Originally, a wood
stage was housed in a covered structure in the central orchestra. Two 13-foot tall arched mosaics by
Bay Area artist William Jurgen Hesthal flanked either side of the stage, depicting the Greek tragedies.
The two murals were removed when the stage was demolished in 1975 due to rot; after sitting in
storage for many years, the mosaics have been recently restored by an art conservator.196 Artist
Maurice del Mue also received funding form the WPA Federal Art Project to paint a 38 by 8-foot
canvas mural for the Tamalpais High School library. Completed in 1938, The Golden Hills of Marin
depicts the bucolic landscape of Mill Valley.197

Mead Theater, constructed in 1936, at Tamalpais High School by the
WPA (pictured circa 1936). The stage structure has since been
demolished. Source: National Archives and Records Administration.

Detail of one of two WPA mosaics
originally installed on Mead
Theater stage at Tamalpais High
School; the murals have since been
restored. Source: Jantine
Neuwirth.

Given the trauma of the 1929 fire and other smaller fires, the Mill Valley Fire Department has
played a significant role in the civic life of Mill Valley. In 1936, the WPA funded the construction of
the new Mill Valley City Hall and Firehouse at 26 Corte Madera Avenue. The building was designed
by local architect Walter C. Falch in Tudor Revival style. Construction would have created numerous
jobs for unemployed local residents.
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Falch was born in Mill Valley in 1883 to a wealthy German immigrant family and received his degree
in engineering at the University of California. After completing the Mill Valley City Hall and
Firehouse, he established the firm Falch and Knoll and practiced architecture until retiring in 1956.
He designed numerous high-end residences in San Francisco in various revival styles, as well as
several multi-family residential and mixed-use buildings in San Francisco.198 Falch also designed the
Park School in Mill Valley, discussed later.

Mill Valley City Hall and Firehouse, designed
by Walter C. Falch in 1936 (photograph not
dated). Source: Lucretia Little History Room,
Mill Valley Public Library.

Mill Valley City Hall and Firehouse are still functional,
and largely unaltered, today.

Additional projects funded by the WPA in Mill Valley included the widening of outer Lovell
Avenue, and road improvement work on Montford and LaVerne avenues in nearby Homestead
Valley.199
Public Works Administration (PWA) in Mill Valley

The Tamalpais Park School opened as a simple four-room schoolhouse in April 1909 for first
through fourth grades.200 In 1934, Melvin H. Klyce, son of prolific local master builder Harvey A.
Klyce, was commissioned to build additional classrooms onto the original schoolhouse to
accommodate students from kindergarten to fifth grade. Shortly after, in 1938, Walter C. Falch was
commissioned to design a new building for the Park School. The city passed a $55,000 school bond
issue which allowed them to secure a $45,000 pledge from the Public Works Administration
(PWA).201 The new Park School building was constructed from 1938-39 with elements of Art Deco
and Spanish Colonial Revival styles. The building features a central auditorium, facing the corner of
East Blithedale and Elm Avenues, and two angled wings on either side creating a V-shaped edifice.
In the 1940s, the school became known simply as Park School, and by the 1950s it served students
from kindergarten to sixth grade. In 1967 the original 1909 Park School building was demolished
because it was not up to California State seismic and fire safety codes, though the 1934 Melvin Klyce
addition remains extant.202
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2
1

Tamalpais Park School was originally constructed in 1909
(pictured in 1932). Source: Lucretia Little History Room,
Mill Valley Public Library.

1: Park School built in 1909 (demolished); 2:
1934 addition by Melvin Klyce (extant); 3: A
new building for the Park School was
constructed with municipal bond and WPA
funding in 1939, designed by Walter C. Falch
(extant, pictured in 1939). Source: Lucretia
Little History Room, Mill Valley Public
Library.

In addition to the WPA and PWA funding that Mill Valley received for institutional development,
the federal government announced its plan to construct a new building for the Mill Valley Post
Office in 1939. Formerly, the post office had been located in a small space in the Keystone Building.
The federal government spent some $20,000 acquiring property on the corner of East Blithedale and
Sunnyside Avenues; preparation of the site required demolition of three older residential buildings.
Treasury Department engineer George P. Hales was tasked with taking photographs of other city
buildings in Mill Valley to send to architects back in Washington D.C. so that designs for the
$70,000 building could conform to the architectural styles of Mill Valley.203 The new post office was
completed in 1940, and was designed in the Spanish Colonial Revival style with some Art Decoinspired elements. The basement of the reinforced concrete structure was prepared as an emergency
reviving hospital in case of bombing during World War II, but never utilized as such.204

Mill Valley Post Office at 55 Sunnyside Avenue, which opened in 1940 (pictured circa 1945). The
building served as Mill Valley’s post office until 1982. Source: Lucretia Little History Room, Mill
Valley Public Library.
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GOLDEN GATE BRIDGE: A NEW ERA IN TRANSPORTATION DEVELOPMENT
The 1930s were the beginning of a dramatic shift for Mill Valley, as new technology and
infrastructure in the realm of transportation changed the means and speed at which people
maneuvered around the Bay Area. During the 1920s, the automobile became increasingly more
popular and accessible to a broader group of consumers. Related to the rise of the automobile, it
was typical to see homes constructed in the 1920s and onward with garages or carports, and garages
were often added as attached or detached structures to older properties. While automobile travel was
already competing with rail travel, the double blow of the 1929 fire in Mill Valley and the 1929 stock
market crash cumulatively resulted in the end of the Mount Tamalpais and Muir Woods Scenic
Railway. In 1930, the tracks of the Mt. Tamalpais and Muir Woods Scenic Railroad had been
removed and sold for scrap.205
Prior to the construction of the Golden Gate Bridge, the U.S. 101 highway, which dates back to
1926, had two routes around the San Francisco Bay. The U.S. 101E ran from San Jose up to
Oakland and across the Carquinez Bridge to Vallejo. The U.S. 101W ran through San Francisco, at
which point drivers would need to drive onto a ferry to cross over to Sausalito, and would continue
north through Mill Valley along Camino Alto and Almonte Boulevard; at the time Almonte
Boulevard ran through Tamalpais High School’s campus to connect with Camino Alto. On
November 22, 1931, the Richardson Bay Draw Bridge opened and rerouted U.S. 101 traffic over the
northernmost inlet of Richardson Bay instead of through Mill Valley. The bridge was constructed
from two million board feet of redwood and was the world’s longest drawbridge at the time of its
construction. While the drawbridge feature was only utilized a handful of times, the new route was
timely, as automobile traffic on the U.S. 101 rapidly increased after the opening of the Golden Gate
Bridge a few years later. In 1956, the redwood drawbridge was replaced with a concrete bridge.206

Tamalpais Union High School, showing U.S. 101 traffic going through the campus where Camino Alto and
Almonte Boulevard formerly connected before the completion of the Richardson Bay Draw Bridge in 1931
(photograph not dated). Orange arrow points to the former U.S. 101 route. Source: Jim Stanley/Claudine
Chalmers, Images of America: Early Mill Valley, p.105.

June 7, 2021

115

Page & Turnbull, Inc.

Historic Context Statement
IV. Historic Context: E. The Great Depression through World War II (1930 to 1945)

Mill Valley
Marin County, California

In early 1933, construction began on the Golden Gate Bridge which would connect San Francisco
and Marin County directly by road for the first time. Completed in 1937, the opening of the Golden
Gate Bridge made Mill Valley and other areas of the North Bay much more accessible to
automobiles. Also completed in 1937 was the Waldo Tunnel (now known as Robin Williams
Tunnel) which accommodated four lanes of U.S. 101 traffic, two in either direction, through one
tunnel just north of the Golden Gate Bridge. In addition to the decline in passenger rail travel, ferry
travel quickly declined after the opening of the Golden Gate Bridge, resulting in the discontinuation
of ferry service between San Francisco and Marin on February 28, 1941. Ferry service between the
San Francisco and Marin wasn’t resumed until 1970 when automobile traffic had become so heavy
that the State of California needed to address the congestion.207 Like ferry travel, passenger rail travel
took a major hit with the opening of the Golden Gate Bridge. In 1940, the final passenger train ran
on the Almonte-Mill Valley spur of the North Pacific Coast Railroad (NPC). Through the 1940s to
the 1970s, the former depot in Mill Valley functioned as a Greyhound bus station.208 While
passenger service ended completely, the rail line was still used occasionally for freight until 1955
when the tracks were paved over or removed.209

Marin tower of the Golden Gate Bridge
under construction (pictured in 1934).
Source: University of California,
Berkeley, Bancroft Library.

After the passenger train service ended in 1940, the depot became
a Greyhound bus station until the 1970s (pictured circa 1940).
Source: Lucretia Little History Room, Mill Valley Public Library.

The construction of the Golden Gate Bridge not only signaled a shift in personal transportation
modes from rail and ferry to automobile, but the Golden Gate Bridge increased the accessibility of
Mill Valley and Marin County to tourists, residents, and employers. The convenient access to Mill
Valley and nearby outdoor recreation areas such as Mount Tamalpais, Muir Woods, and Stinson
Beach had a dramatic impact on tourism in Mill Valley. Additionally, the population increased in Mill
Valley as the daily commute became more feasible.
COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT (1930S)
Commercial development was limited during the Great Depression due to strained personal
finances; residents were generally unable to spend on much more than daily necessities. One form of
economic stimulus, however, came with the end of Prohibition in 1933. The ban on the sale of
alcohol was lifted and allowed stores and restaurants to begin legally selling alcohol again, and bars
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began to reopen. In 1906, local resident Bill Brown had opened a saloon called the Brown Jug at
Miller and Richardson (now Montford) Avenues in what was at that time still part of Homestead
Valley, just outside of Mill Valley. From 1920 to 1933, during Prohibition, the building served as a
grain and feed store. When Prohibition was lifted, local contractor Joe Hornsby reopened the Brown
Jug, and it became wildly popular with Mill Valley residents. Because the Brown Jug was located a
few yards outside of the town limits, it was not subject to the town of Mill Valley’s law that required
establishments to close by 10pm; rather, the bar stayed open to 2am. This earned its nicknames the
“2 AM Club” and “the Deuce.” When the bar was taken over by new owners in 1939, the bar was
officially renamed the 2 AM Club, and it continues to be a favorite Mill Valley watering hole with its
iconic Art Deco design and unpretentious atmosphere.210 This commercial strip on Miller Avenue
was later annexed by Mill Valley in 1951.

Miller Avenue at the intersection of La Goma Street and Montford Avenues, looking south (pictured circa
1940s). The 2AM Club is visible on the right behind Bill’s Super Service Station. Source: Lucretia Little
History Room, Mill Valley Public Library.

Although Mill Valley did not see major commercial or industrial development during the 1930s,
there were a few notable exceptions. The Keystone Building (82-100 Throckmorton Avenue), built
by John Rea in 1906, faces Lytton Square and has been at the heart of commercial activity in Mill
Valley since its earliest post-earthquake development. In 1934, the Keystone Building was remodeled
from a vernacular, minimally ornamented building with a Mission style parapet to a Tudor Revival
style that had become popular in Mill Valley. The remodeled building featured faux half-timber
cladding, a jerkin head parapet, and gable wall dormers on the second story of the building, but the
storefronts were relatively untouched (though some have since been altered). The building has
always served a mix of commercial uses with retail on the ground floor and offices on the top floor;
the local Odd Fellows occupied the top floor before moving into the former Hub Theater in 1952.211
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The Keystone Building (right) after being remodeled in a Tudor Revival style in 1934 (photograph not
dated). Old Mill Tavern at 106 Throckmorton Avenue is visible to the left of the Keystone Building.
Source: Jim Stanley/Claudine Chalmers, Images of America: Early Mill Valley, p.109.

So-called “five and dime” stores were popular throughout the nation during the Depression area,
and this was true in Mill Valley as well, including one at 149 Throckmorton Avenue and 19
Throckmorton Avenue just off of Lytton Square. Such variety stores provided household necessities
at relatively affordable prices during the tough financial times of the Depression as well as during the
wartime years when goods were rationed.
Due to the convenience of personal automobiles, shopping areas outside of the downtown core
began to develop. A shopping area developed on Miller Avenue near Locust Avenue beginning in
the early 1930s. The Locust Station, the railroad stop on Miller Avenue, had already prompted the
beginnings of a small commercial district with a few shops and the Locust Restaurant. The
commercial buildings were built to be oriented toward the street and automobile traffic, with ample
parking. Commercial buildings from this era often featured Streamline Moderne elements of design,
which was an architectural style inspired in part by the rise of aerodynamic technologies such as
automobiles and airplanes. Another small commercial district developed further outside Mill Valley’s
city limits by the former rail junction, or “Tam Junction,” at what is now Almonte Boulevard and
Shoreline Highway. Although it has been redeveloped, Tam Junction still serves as a major
commercial center for Mill Valley due to its proximity to the U.S. 101 and location on the route to
tourist destinations such as Stinson Beach and Mount Tamalpais.212
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Looking west on Locust toward the Locust Station (rail stop, since demolished) on Miller Avenue (pictured
circa 1930s). The Locust Restaurant (8 Locust Avenue, extant) is visible on the left and the Gardner Building
(11 Locust Avenue, extant) on the right. Source: Lucretia Little History Room, Mill Valley Public Library.

Locust district shopping area along Miller Avenue which developed in the early 1930s; Miller Avenue,
looking northeast (pictured circa 1940). Buildings on the right are not extant and/or have been
significantly altered. Source: Jim Stanley/Claudine Chalmers, Images of America: Early Mill Valley,
p.115.
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West side of Miller Avenue at Locust Avenue; the railroad tracks are visible running in front of
buildings (pictured circa 1940). The buildings pictured are extant, although the second from the left
has been remodeled in a Tudor Revival style. Source: Lucretia Little History Room, Mill Valley Public
Library.

Chain retail stores and restaurants largely did not arrive in Mill Valley until the post-World War II
period; however, one exception was the neighborhood grocery store Safeway, which had been
founded in 1915 in Los Angeles. In 1929, Safeway arrived in Mill Valley, taking over the building at
the corner of Throckmorton Avenue and Bernard Street just off of Lytton Square. The building at
106 Throckmorton had been constructed in 1901 and home to multiple local grocers over the years.
In 1938, Safeway moved to the corner of Sunnyside and East Blithedale Avenues, in the former
Costa Creamery location. Their vacated spot was taken over by the Old Mill Tavern, which was a
popular bar and music venue into the 1970s.

Old Mill Tavern at 106 Throckmorton Avenue, on the corner of Bernard Street, looking east down
Throckmorton Ave. (left) and looking south down Miller Ave. (right) (pictured circa 1938). The ground floor
storefronts have been signficantly altered and a balconette added, but the building retains some of its
Mediterranean Revival details that date back to the 1930s. Source: Lucretia Litte History Room, Mill Valley
Public Library.

RECREATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
In 1927, Fred Thompson, who lived on Molino Avenue, helped organize other residents to raise
$4,500 to purchase lots adjacent to Old Mill Park. The area was facing residential development, and
the residents wanted to preserve additional land for public use as part of the park.213 Boyle Park,
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which had been established in 1906, was also developed and expanded in the 1930s. Adjacent lots
were purchased for Boyle Park three separate times in the 1930s. While baseball had been played in
Boyle Park long before any formal development of the park infrastructure, in 1938, handball and
tennis courts were constructed and expanded the range of activities for Mill Valley residents.214 In
1945, the City of Mill Valley purchased an approximately one-acre lot for $1,000, which became
Molino Park, at the encouragement of local resident Vera Schultz, who advocated for the city
purchase of tax delinquent lots for park use; Schultz would later become the first woman supervisor
in Marin County.215

Boyle Park Tennis Courts, built 1938 (photograph not
dated). Source: Mill Valley Patch.

Mill Valley Baseball Team in Boyle Park (pictured
circa mid-1930s). Source: Lucretia Little History
Room, Mill Valley Public Library.

By 1940, all passenger trains to Mill Valley were obsolete due to the opening of the Golden Gate
Bridge in 1937. As lifestyles changed, transportation infrastructure developed and reliance on the
automobile grew, pedestrian routes fell out of use to a degree. Many of Mill Valley’s famed Steps,
Lanes, and Paths (SLPs) became overgrown and disappeared altogether; some were intentionally
closed off by residents; and others simply fell into disrepair. Lost sections of the SLPsinclude but are
not limited to: Hazel Place; Mission Bell Trail; Tanglewood Trail; Path of the Wild Rose; Wake
Robbin Trail.216
INVOLVEMENT IN WORLD WAR II
Given the San Francisco Bay Area’s location on the Pacific Ocean, the deep ports of the bay, and
the substantial population, economy, and infrastructure, it has long been a strategic military
stronghold. Marin County alone included Fort Baker, Fort Cronkite, Fort Barry, and Hamilton Air
Force Base, which were critical to the infrastructure of the United States military efforts in World
War II. On December 7, 1941 the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor triggered the full, official United
States involvement in World War II, which had dramatic implications for Mill Valley and the
surrounding area.
The involvement in World War II permeated the nation as thousands of men were deployed to
combat, industrial sectors turned toward war-related efforts, and rationing affected the daily lives of
all citizens. In Sausalito, the new Marinship shipyard in Richardson Bay employed thousands of men
and women in their war efforts. The sudden influx of these defense workers moving to the area
created the need for so-called “defense housing,” which came in the form of quickly constructed
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neighborhoods as well as creative conversions of attics, basements, and summer houses for worker
housing. The Mountain Play was cancelled for the first time in 30 years, and the upper half of Mount
Tamalpais was closed off to the public which also resulted in the suspension of the Dipsea Race
during the war years.217
Marinship: Shipbuilding in Richardson Bay

While the attack on Pearl Harbor forced the United States to officially declare its involvement in
World War II, the Bay Area had already been ramping up military preparations for years. The
defense efforts occurring in Marin County were particularly focused on shipbuilding operations in
response to the 1936 Merchant Marine Act passed by President Franklin D. Roosevelt and
Congressional Democrats. The U.S. Maritime Commission, which was established by the Merchant
Marine Act, set an ambitious goal of building 400 ships in ten years which required that the
Commission look to private corporations to aid in the construction and modernization of new
shipyards. The Bay Area had long-since been home to major shipyards – including those in San
Francisco, Alameda, Oakland, South San Francisco, and Stockton – and an associated skilled labor
force.218
W.A. Bechtel Corporation (Bechtel) was just one company to make the transition into shipbuilding
in the early 1940s. Originally a road construction company, Bechtel got involved in oil refinery
construction in the late 1930s and eventually shipbuilding when it constructed California Ship
Company (Calship) in Los Angeles in 1941. On March 2, 1942, the U.S. Maritime Commission
asked Bechtel to build a shipyard in the San Francisco Bay Area specifically to build Liberty Ships
for the war efforts. Liberty Ships were cargo ships valued for their easy construction, durability,
cargo capacity, and speed; 2,700 Liberty Ships were built by the United States during World War II,
about 450 of which were built in the Bay Area.219 Bechtel quickly settled on Richardson Bay as the
location for their future shipyard because the 210-acre site was mostly level, had lots of undeveloped
land and access to deep water near the Golden Gate Bridge, as well as access to the Northwestern
Pacific Railroad and U.S. 101 highway. Construction on what would become called the Marinship
shipyard began in late March 1942, and by June 1942 workers were starting to build ships.220
Marinship was designed to be a model of efficiency by using concepts of the assembly line and preassembly borrowed from the automobile industry and applied to shipbuilding.221 During its short
tenure between June 1942 and September 1945, the shipyard produced 93 vessels, which included
Liberty Ships, T2 tankers, and fleet oilers. During peak production, Marinship employed a
workforce of over 20,000 men and women. While many were able to live in San Francisco and
commute, there was suddenly a huge demand for housing in Marin, including Mill Valley.
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Marinship on Richardson Bay, with Marin City
visible in the background (pictured in 1944).
Source: Archives of W.A. Bechtel Company.
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SS Tomahawk (AO-88), a fleet oiler built at Marinship,
(pictured circa 1943-44). Source: U.S. Navy Naval
History and Heritage Command.

During World War II, women were employed across many sectors of the economy in roles that were
previously unavailable to them; this was certainly the case at Marinship where women were
employed in a variety of roles from welder to pipefitter to nurse. Marinship also employed a diverse
labor force including white, Asian, and African American men and women. Marinship recruited
workers from California, as well as the Midwest and the South, and many African Americans moved
from the South in particular to take advantage of the well-paid jobs in war-related industries.
Although Mill Valley’s population grew during the war, it remained largely homogenous; while some
white military personnel and defense workers found accommodations in Mill Valley, African
Americans primarily lived in Marin City. Tamalpais High School, which served Mill Valley and
unincorporated areas of Marin County such as Marin City and Alto, however, did integrate during
the war; prior to 1945, the only African American to graduate from Tamalpais High School was
William L. Patterson in 1911.222
World War II Defense Housing & Sycamore Village

Through the Great Depression of the 1930s, residential development in Mill Valley was limited, and
compared to the 63% increase in population in the 1920s, the 16% increase in the 1930s was a
notable slow-down. The subdivision and sale of land that predominated residential development
from the early 1900s to the 1920s came to standstill. Residential development primarily took the
form of scattered infill or minor repairs and expansions of existing homes.
While World War II had a significant impact on the daily lives of Mill Valleyans, perhaps the most
lasting impact of the war was the boom in housing construction, known as “defense housing.” Built
in under three months, Marinship employed tens of thousands of workers, many of whom had
moved across the country. While many workers lived in San Francisco and commuted across the
Golden Gate Bridge, there was still a housing shortage for defense workers and their families.
Construction on a new town called Marin City began in June 1942, and by the end of 1943 the
population was close to 6,000. Summer cabins in Mill Valley and all the way out to Muir Beach were
rented out to defense workers at Marinship, as well as sailors and soldiers stationed nearby, and
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single-family homes were often converted into multiple units.223 The Mill Valley Record urged
residents to rent spare rooms to Marinship workers and the like. In what is now Alto, a censusdesignated place adjacent to Mill Valley, the 8.1-acre Federal Alto Trailer Park was established and
housed 75 trailers.224 After the war, remaining trailers were sold at auction by the Public Housing
Administration for $125-325, with preference given to World War II veterans, and the land was
redeveloped for permanent housing.225

Federal Alto Trailer Park in Alto, California (pictured circa 1945).
Source: Lucretia Little History Room, Mill Valley Public Library.

New housing was also constructed in Mill Valley by builders and developers, with bank financing
encouraged by the federal government. Builder and developer George Goheen actually got involved
with housing development in Mill Valley in the 1930s. Recognizing that there was no speculative
housing being built in Marin, or even much in San Francisco, Goheen went to Los Angeles to
research the industry and brought a crew of builders back up to the Bay Area. Speculative housing,
known in short as “spec housing,” is constructed by a builder or developer with no particular buyer
in mind; spec houses might also be developed as a tract in which the houses all have the same floor
plan (or slight variations on similar floor plans) and similar style.
Goheen purchased land near East Blithedale Avenue, in the southern portion of Mill Valley, and
built twelve spec houses; in 1938, he sold each house for $6,000 with a $350 down payment.226 With
his first run of spec houses, Goheen built a reputation as a cost-efficient builder and began receiving
requests for custom homes; Goheen built forty houses in Marin between 1938-1940. At the time, his
first office was a converted hot dog stand at 125 Camino Alto, next to a pig farm and a garbage
dump, across the street from the current site of Mill Valley Middle School.
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In 1940, the United States government was already quietly involved in military defense operations
related to World War II, and passed laws to stimulate public and private housing construction for
the roughly three million war workers and their families across the country.227 As part of this effort,
the federal government encouraged banks to finance so-called “defense housing.” Defense homes
were relatively low-cost homes that were ostensibly built to house individuals and families involved
in industries related to defense efforts – some defense housing was constructed using National
Defense Act appropriations or supervised by the War Production Board, but private developers and
contractors often executed the work.
As Goheen recalled in an interview with the Daily Independent Journal, “[w]e started in war housing
just prior to World War II. The first large housing venture was Goheen Gulch.”228 In Mill Valley,
Bank of America offered to finance Goheen as an incentive to build more housing as quickly as
possible. After the United States’ official entry into World War II in 1942, the War Production
Board encouraged Goheen to build even more housing in light of the opening of the Marinship
shipyard just outside of Mill Valley. At peak production, Marinship employed over 20,000 men and
women and the construction of 6,000 housing units in the newly founded Marin City was still not
enough to house all of the newly relocated workers. While building materials were being rationed
nationally, “defense housing” qualified as a war effort and they received priority for construction
materials. Local developers such as Goheen were able to leverage financing and otherwise rationed
building materials to construct new housing in areas near concentrations of defense workers. While
under such arrangements developers gave priority to defense workers, they were able to sell homes
to any willing buyers and it is not definitively known how many of Goheen’s “defense houses” were
actually purchased by defense workers.
Goheen had purchased a tract of land to the southwest of the intersection of East Blithedale Avenue
and Camino Alto, near the tidal marshlands of Richardson Bay. To prepare the site, he used dirt
from the leveled hillside to fill in the marshland, a fact which points to the reason that this area of
Mill Valley is particularly prone to flooding. Goheen built 351 houses in this tract named Sycamore
Village – colloquially called “Goheen Gulch.”229 The War Production Board put pressure on
Goheen to build these houses as quickly and economically as possible, so the homes were small and
featured a fireplace and small yard, but did not have central heating systems or showerheads.
Goheen recalled that the folks in Washington had told him, “California? They don’t need heat in
California!”230 The War Production Board also initially wanted Goheen to rent the homes to war
workers, but Goheen insisted on selling the homes out of the concern that after the war, when all
the defense workers moved on, he would be saddled with a ghost town of homes he could not rent.
Goheen won this battle, and the homes sold for just $4,500 each, at a profit of only $400 to
Goheen. The Sycamore Village homes are small one-story “Minimal Traditional” homes set back on
the lot with an adjacent driveway; originally not all the homes had garages, but in many cases
detached or attached garages were added relatively early. While the topography of Mill Valley is
such that there is no regular street grid, the defense housing tracts typify a kind of merchant-built
cul-de-sac subdivision that was not previously common in Mill Valley. By 1950, it is estimated that
one in ten people in Mill Valley lived in a Goheen-built house.231 Additionally, Goheen built 75
houses in Alto, adjacent to Mill Valley.
“I knew you guys would rue the day you ever paved the streets in this town!” Goheen recalled a Mill
Valley councilman saying to the other council members in reference to his Sycamore Village
project.232 This anti-development sentiment foreshadowed a greater debate in the post-World War II
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period about the balance of housing development and the maintenance of natural open spaces and
Mill Valley’s quiet mountain town character.

George Goheen (photograph not
dated). Source: Lucretia Little History
Room, Mill Valley Public Library.

Goheen’s Sycamore Village.

Aerial view of Mill Valley, looking north. Miller Avenue is the main thoroughfare on the left, and the
intersection of E. Blithedale Avenue and Camino Alto is at the bottom right. Sycamore Village or “Goheen
Gulch” is visible in the center foreground, indicated in orange (Photographer Lew Tyrell, photograph not
dated). Source: Lucretia Little History Room, Mill Valley Public Library; edited by Page & Turnbull.
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END OF WORLD WAR II
On August 14, 1945, when President Truman announced the Japanese surrender and end of World
War II, the air raid siren on the roof of the Sequoia Theater sounded the beginning of an
impromptu celebration in the streets of downtown Mill Valley.233 Soon after, soldiers began
returning home to Mill Valley, but the town had lost 612 citizens to the war – both the built
environment and the people of Mill Valley had changed significantly over the course of four years.234
Orders for ships had already stopped, and Marinship closed immediately after the conclusion of
World War II. Although some buildings such as the machine shop are still standing, the shipyard
itself was quickly dismantled.235 Despite the sudden disappearance of jobs, many workers who had
moved to Marin County to work at Marinship settled in the area, which partially contributed to the
huge population increase in Mill Valley during the 1940s and 1950s. The population of Mill Valley
increased from a population of about 4,800 in 1940 to about 7,300 at the end of the decade – a 51
percent increase.
Although some electricity, steel, and food items were still rationed for a while after the end of the
war, by 1946, many of the aspects of daily life in Mill Valley had returned to a new normal – the
Dipsea Race had 38 runners that year and the Mountain Play resumed.236 A memorial clock was
installed on the Wood Hall tower at Tamalpais High School in 1946 to honor the 40 Tam students
who were killed in World War II.237
Although Mill Valleyans expected that some wartime workers, such as those at Marinship, would
move on after the end of the war, they anticipated that the town would retain some of its new
residents and continue to grow – thanks in no small part to the Golden Gate Bridge and the new
housing stock built during the war. In anticipation of growth, the town approved a $485,000 bond
for a new sewer system and a $225,000 school bond, and discussed widening Miller Avenue.238
ASSOCIATED PROPERTY TYPES & REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS (1930 – 1945)
The primary portrait of Mill Valley during this period is of a city in transition; major themes include
the Great Depression and New Deal Era programs, the opening of the Golden Gate Bridge, and
involvement in World War II. The Golden Gate Bridge and the housing development associated
with World War II cumulatively had a lasting impact on the town.
Despite relative economic stagnation during the Great Depression, Mill Valley saw some important
institutional development aided by New Deal Era programs, especially the Works Progress
Administration. With the opening of the Golden Gate Bridge, Mill Valley’s early dependence on
ferries and trains was replaced by the automobile, and the city became much more accessible to both
tourists and San Francisco commuters. During World War II, Marin bustled with activity
surrounding the Marinship shipyard; while the shipyard closed with the end of the war, the
associated defense housing development in and around Mill Valley accommodated a lasting
population increase. Buildings constructed during this period are thus significant because they
illustrate an important transitional period in Mill Valley’s development—associated with the rise of
the automobile, tourism, and a residential boom.
Commercial development during this period included the renovation of older buildings in the
walkable downtown of Mill Valley, as well as the early development of new secondary commercial
districts on Miller Avenue and at Tam Junction which were accessible by car. Due to the economic
restrictions of the Great Depression and World War II, residential development during this period is
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typically characterized by modest single-family homes. Some homes may appear as scattered infill,
but this era is predominately characterized by tracts of “defense housing” for World War II workers
in previously undeveloped areas of lower Mill Valley.
The following are in-depth discussions of the extant property types constructed during this period,
including their massing and materials, associated architectural styles, and any known clusters of
development. Each property type is also accompanied by a discussion of significance and the
integrity thresholds necessary to qualify them as historic resources.
RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS

Due to the economic restrictions of the Great Depression and World War II, residential
development during this period is typically characterized by modest single-family homes. While
development of new multi-family residential buildings or complexes during this time was rare, many
older homes were converted to multi-unit residences to accommodate defense workers during
World War II. Some homes may appear as scattered infill, but this era is predominately characterized
by tracts of “defense housing” for World War II workers in previously undeveloped areas of lower
Mill Valley. The most significant concentration of such residences is in Sycamore Village southwest
of East Blithedale Avenue and Camino Alto. With the increased popularity of automobiles,
driveways and integral garages became widespread during this period. While the topography of Mill
Valley is such that there is no regular street grid, the defense housing tracts typify a kind of
merchant-built cul-de-sac subdivision that was not common in Mill Valley. Each home was built by
the individual lot owner in previous Mill Valley subdivisions, whereas Goheen was responsible for
the construction of most of the homes in his subdivisions, creating a more uniform architecture and
streetscape in the neighborhood.
Residential architecture of the period encompasses a range of styles, with the most popular roughly
following a chronology that included the Spanish Colonial Revival (1920s-1930s); Tudor Revival
style (1920s- 1930s); and the Minimal Traditional Style (1930s-1940s). As with previous eras,
vernacular buildings are common, most frequently appearing as simplified versions of First Bay
Tradition or Craftsman style buildings.
As a general rule, most residences are rectangular or L-shaped, and typically only one story in height,
but may be two stories; garages may be attached or detached. Wood frame construction is near
universal, and concrete foundations are more typical than previous eras. Gable roofs and hip roofs
(or combination roofs) are typical. Houses are typically set back from the front and rear lot lines,
and sometimes have associated ancillary structures such as detached garages. These homes are
typically quite small, and many have more recent additions to increase the livable square footage.
Architectural Styles & Character Defining Features

The following section provides an outline of the relevant residential architectural styles and the
character-defining features associated with each style:
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1. Spanish Colonial Revival Style (1930s – 1940s)
▪
▪
▪
▪
11 Thalia Street, built 1934.

▪
▪
▪
▪

Rectangular or L-shaped massing is
most common
Asymmetrical facades
Gable, or combination gable and
flat roof (often with a shaped
parapet for flat roofs)
Typically, no or minor roof
overhang
Stucco cladding, either smooth or
textured
Clay tile roofing; also clay tiles used
as decorative accents
Arched openings
Stucco wing walls and courtyard
enclosures

15 Alta Vista Avenue, built 1930. (Source: Google Maps,
May 2011)

2. Tudor Revival Style (1930s – 1940s)
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

1 Lincoln Avenue, built 1930.

▪

Rectangular massing with asymmetrical
facades
Steeply-pitched gable roofs, usually in
combination of side and front-facing
gables
Shallow eaves or eaveless
Stucco cladding, smooth or textured,
often with faux half-timber
Arched entries, sometimes set within
gabled porch elements
Rusticated masonry accents around
doors and windows

4 Manor Terrace, built 1930.
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3. Minimal Traditional Style (1930s – 1940s)
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
78 Nelson Avenue, built 1944. A typical defense
house built by Goheen with a hipped roof.

Rectangular or L-shaped massing
Hipped roof, or eaveless gable roofs,
often in a side and front-facing gable
configuration
Typically, shiplap wood or stucco siding
Porches with wood posts
Exterior brick chimney
Garages are often detached, but may be
attached, and set back from the main
house

29 Ryan Avenue, built 1944. A typical defense house
built by Goheen with a side gable roof.

4. Vernacular Cottages (1930s - 1940s)
▪
▪
▪

Simple rectangular massing
Gable and hipped roofs are most
common
Shiplap or other wood cladding is most
common

181 Elm Avenue, built 1924.
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Significance

The following table discusses the significance of residential buildings from this era according to
criteria established by the National Register of Historic Places and California Register of Historical
Resources.
National/
California
Register
A/1

B/2

C/3

Significance

Discussion

Events

Residential buildings from this period may be significant for their
association with World War II defense housing or with the theme of
early to mid-twentieth century residential development during a
significant transitional period in Mill Valley’s history. This significance is
best realized by properties that illustrate strong patterns in the growth
and character of a residential neighborhood. This would include
generally cohesive residential blocks developed during this period, or
clusters of housing associated with a specific subdivision, such as at
Sycamore Village. Groups of residences may be better able to convey
these patterns than individual structures.
Persons
Residential buildings from this period may be significant for their
association with persons important to Mill Valley’s history. If this is the
case, however, the residence should be the best or only remaining
property capable of representing that person’s achievements or reasons
for being significant.
Architecture/ Residential buildings from this period may be significant for their
Design
architecture, as expressed in the form of intact stylistic features, forms,
or construction methods. Buildings may also qualify as the work of a
master architect or prominent builder. Generally speaking, most
residential properties from this period are modest and would not qualify
for individual listing on the National or California Registers. However,
those with excellent aesthetic values may individually qualify for the
local register. Individual resources qualified under C/3 should be good
examples of types and/or styles, and retain all or nearly all of their
original features. Groups of residences may be significant as a district
for their association with a master architect or prominent builder such
as George Goheen, who had a significant impact on the development
Mill Valley.

Integrity

In order to be eligible for listing in the state or national historic registers, a residential property must
retain sufficient integrity to convey its significance to residential development during this period.
While most buildings undergo change over time, alterations should not significantly change the
essential historic character of the buildings.
As the era of the Great Depression and lead up to World War II was a time of relative economic
stagnation for the city, residential properties constructed during this period are not as common as
during other periods of development. Notable exceptions include World War II defense housing. A
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property must retain most of the physical features that made up its historic character. Buildings
would typically meet the threshold for inclusion in a historic district if they meet the minimum
eligibility requirements. Buildings qualified as individual resources should retain all or nearly all of
their original features.
Minimum Eligibility Requirements:
▪ Clear example of residential architecture from this period
▪ Retains original form and roofline
▪ Retains the original pattern of window and doors
▪ Retention of original cladding is important, but not absolute
▪ Retains most of its original ornamentation and character-defining features
Other Integrity Considerations:
▪ Prior replacement of doors and windows can be acceptable, but the replacements must
conform to the original size of the openings. All other character-defining features must be
retained.
▪ It is acceptable for entry stairs or steps to have been replaced, as these are subject to greater
deterioration from weathering and use.
▪ The replacement of the original cladding is only acceptable as long as all of the remaining
character-defining features are retained. In these instances, buildings should only be
registered as contributors to a district, rather than as individual resources.
▪ Only rear additions that have respected the scale of the original building are generally
acceptable.
▪ Garage additions, or moved garages, are acceptable if they are subordinate to the original
building, and respect the scale and design of the original building.
COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS

Commercial development during the Great
Depression included renovations of earlier
buildings, as well as new development in
lower Mill Valley, especially around Miller
and Locust Avenue and Tam Junction. The
lack of commercial construction during
World War II is unsurprising owing to
government rationing of materials.
Most of the buildings are one or two stories
in height. Exterior finishes are typically
The Keystone Building at 82-100 Throckmorton Avenue,
built 1906, remodeled 1934.
stucco or wood siding. Roofs are generally
flat, or incorporate a shallow gable
concealed behind a parapet. Commercial buildings incorporate plate glass window systems in their
storefronts, and may have tile bulkheads. Stylistically, commercial building from this era vary. The
notable remodel of the Keystone Building on Lytton Square features a Tudor Revival style that
became popular in commercial and residential architecture in Mill Valley. New commercial
construction on Miller Avenue at Locust featured Art Deco and Streamline Moderne influences.
While many of the buildings fronting Miller Avenue have been demolished or remodeled, some
commercial buildings from this era appear to be extant on Locust Avenue.
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The Gardner Building, 7-11 Locust Avenue, built circa 1937. Source: Google Maps, April 2015.

Significance

The following table discusses the significance of commercial buildings from this era according to
criteria established by the National Register of Historic Places and California Register of Historical
Resources.
National/
California
Register
A/1

B/2

C/3

Significance

Discussion

Events

Commercial buildings from this period may be significant for
associations with the theme of commercial development in Mill Valley
during the Great Depression and World War II. Few buildings are likely
to be individually significant under this criterion, but rather would be
best qualified as contributors associated with a larger district, or in the
context of commercial strip developments; for example, the Locust
District on Miller Avenue. However, most commercial clusters have
since been redeveloped or substantially altered.
Persons
A commercial building from this period might be significant for its
association with a person important to Mill Valley’s history, such as a
prominent merchant. If this is the case, however, the building should be
the best or only remaining property capable of representing that
person’s achievements or reasons for being significant.
Architecture/ Commercial buildings from this period may be significant for their
Design
architecture. Buildings should demonstrate architectural merit in the
form of intact stylistic features, forms or construction methods.
Buildings may also qualify as the work of a master architect or
prominent builder. Individual resources qualified under these criteria
should be good examples of types and/or styles, and retain most of
their original features.

Integrity

In order to be eligible for listing in the state or national historic registers, a commercial property
must retain sufficient integrity to convey its significance as part of commercial development during
this period. While most buildings undergo change over time, alterations should not significantly
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change the essential historic character of the building. Commercial properties from this era are quite
rare; however, a property must retain the essential features that made up its character during this
period.
Buildings would typically meet the threshold for addition to the local register as a district contributor
if they meet the minimum eligibility requirements. Buildings qualified as individual resources for the
California or National Register should retain a substantial majority of their original features. These
include features such as transom windows, decorative brickwork or tiling, and intact storefronts.
However, discretion should be exercised when assessing storefront alterations in multi-story
commercial or mixed use commercial buildings where a storefront alteration may be subordinate to
the overall character of the building.
Minimum Eligibility Requirements:
▪ Clear example of commercial architecture from this period
▪ Retains original form and roofline
▪ Substantially retains the original pattern of window and doors. Storefront alterations,
particularly in multi-story commercial buildings, may be acceptable.
▪ Retains a substantial portion of its original ornamentation
▪ Retention of original cladding is important, but not absolute
▪ Replacement of doors and windows is acceptable as long as the replacement have
substantially conformed to the original door/window pattern and the size of the openings
Other Integrity Considerations:
▪ The replacement of the original cladding is generally a detriment to integrity. However, it
may be acceptable if enough character-defining features are retained such that the building
can be clearly read as historic. In these instances, buildings should typically only be registered
as contributors to a district, rather than as individual resources.
▪ Rear additions that have respected the scale of the original building are generally acceptable.
However, more recent additions, especially those that compromise a building’s form and
scale, are not acceptable.
▪ Prior replacement of doors and windows can be acceptable, but the replacements must
conform to the original size of the openings. All other character-defining features must be
retained.
▪ In the 1920s and into the 1930s it was very common for older buildings to be remodeled
according to the popular tastes of the day. Most common were buildings restyled with
Spanish Colonial Revival or Tudor Revival elements. Generally speaking, these types of
alterations are not acceptable unless the remodeling efforts duplicate all or nearly all of the
character-defining elements of the new style. In other words, the transformation must be
complete. In such cases, the buildings may become significant within the new context, and
lose significance with the older context. Examples of a building that would qualify is the
Keystone Building (82-100 Throckmorton Street), which was a modest stucco building with
a Mission style parapet that was remodeled to the Tudor Revival style.
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LIGHT INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS

Though industrial buildings were
constructed at Marinship in Sausalito,
very few new industrial facilities were
constructed during this period in Mill
Valley. As a consequence, those that
were constructed were typically smaller,
and designed to meet a specific need.
For example, gasoline or automobile
service stations may have been
constructed, but many of these have
been demolished and redeveloped.
Further research and surveying is
required to determine if any industrial
buildings from this period are extant.

25 Corte Madera Avenue, built circa late 1920s – early 1930s,
International Style.

Significance

The following table discusses the significance of industrial buildings from this era according to
criteria established by the National Register of Historic Places and California Register of Historical
Resources.
National/
California
Register
A/1

B/2

C/3

Significance

Discussion

Events

Light industrial buildings from this period may be significant for their
associations with industrial development in Mill Valley, particularly if
they are identified with early automobile development or railroad
development. However, due to the economic restrictions of the Great
Depression and rationing of raw materials during World War II, light
industrial properties from this era are exceedingly rare.
Persons
An industrial building from this period might be significant for its
association with a person important to Mill Valley’s history. If this is the
case, however, the building should be the best or only remaining
property capable of representing that person’s achievements or reasons
for being significant.
Architecture/ Industrial buildings from this period may be significant for their
Design
architecture, as expressed by intact stylistic features, forms or
construction methods. Buildings might also qualify as the work of a
prominent architect or builder. Individual resources should be good
examples of types and/or styles, and retain a substantial amount of their
original features.

Integrity

In order to be eligible for listing in the local, state, or national historic registers, a light industrial
property must retain sufficient integrity to convey its significance as part of light industrial
development during this period. While most buildings undergo change over time, alterations should
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not significantly change the essential historic character of the building. Buildings would typically
meet the threshold for historic designation as a contributing resource if they meet the minimum
eligibility requirements. Buildings qualified as individual resources should retain all or nearly all of
their original features.
Minimum Eligibility Requirements:
▪ Clear example of industrial architecture from this period
▪ Retains original form and roofline
▪ Retains original work bays/vehicular openings
▪ Retains original cladding
▪ Retains original pattern of windows and doors
Other Integrity Considerations:
▪ The replacement of the original cladding is generally a detriment to integrity. However, it
may be acceptable if enough character-defining features are retained such that the building
can be clearly read as historic. In these instances, buildings should typically only be registered
as contributors to a district, rather than as individual resources.
▪ Rear additions that have respected the scale of the original building are generally acceptable.
However, more recent additions, especially those that compromise a building’s form and
scale, are not acceptable.
▪ Prior replacement of doors and windows can be acceptable, but the replacements must
conform to the original size of the openings. All other character-defining features must be
retained.
INSTITUTIONAL BUILDINGS

Institutional properties, which may include
buildings, structures and landscapes,
developed during this period are typically
associated with federal New Deal era
programs such as the Works Progress
Administration, which provided funding for
a number of civic and institutional buildings
in Mill Valley during the 1930s. These
buildings are typically only one or two
stories in height, and may be of wood
frame, masonry or reinforced concrete
construction. Stylistically, many exhibit
Tudor Revival, Art Deco, or Spanish
Colonial Revival styles.
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Avenue, built 1936. Designed by Walter C. Falch and
funded by the WPA.
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Former Mill Valley Post Office at 55 Sunnyside
Avenue, opened in 1940. The Spanish Colonial
Revival style building served as the main post office
until 1982.

Significance

The following table discusses the significance of institutional buildings and structures from this era
according to criteria established by the National Register of Historic Places and California Register
of Historical Resources.
National/
California
Register
A/1

B/2

C/3

June 7, 2021
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Discussion

Events

Institutional properties from this period may be significant as
expressions of civic and cultural values tied to Depression-era
development of the city. These properties, most commonly through
government work programs such as the Works Progress
Administration, symbolized the ability of Mill Valley’s citizens to act
collectively during a period of extreme economic hardship, and their
significance is enhanced by their relative scarcity. Institutional
properties may also be significant under this criterion for their
association with social and community groups.
Persons
An institutional property from this period might be significant for its
association with a person important to Mill Valley’s history. If this is
the case, however, the building should be the best or only remaining
property capable of representing that person’s achievements or reasons
for being significant.
Architecture/ Institutional property from this period may be significant for their
Design
architecture, as expressed by intact stylistic features, forms or
construction methods. In particular, Mill Valley City Hall is an
excellent example of the Tudor Revival style and the old Post Office
(55 Sunnyside Avenue) is a fine example of the Spanish Colonial
Revival style. Buildings and structures might also qualify as the work of
a master architect or prominent builder. Individual resources should be
good examples of types and/or styles, and retain a substantial amount
of their original features.
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Integrity

In order to be eligible for listing in the state or national historic register, an institutional property
must retain sufficient integrity to convey its significance. While most buildings undergo change over
time, alterations should not significantly change the essential historic character of the building. These
properties have not had as long to accumulate alterations, and thus a stricter interpretation of
integrity is warranted. Buildings qualified as individual resources at the state or national level should
retain a substantial majority of their original features.
Minimum Eligibility Requirements:
▪ Clear example of an institutional property from this period
▪ Retains original form and roofline
▪ Substantially retains original pattern of windows and doors
▪ Replacement of doors and windows may be acceptable as long as they conform to the
original door/window pattern and the size of the openings
▪ Retains some of its original ornamentation. The retention of entry, window and/or roofline
ornamentation should be considered most important.
▪ Retains original cladding, or the original cladding has been repaired/replaced in kind such
that it substantially duplicates the original pattern.
Other Integrity Considerations:
▪ Rear additions that have respected the scale of the original building are generally acceptable.
However, more recent additions, especially those that compromise a building’s form and
scale, are not acceptable.
▪ Prior replacement of doors and windows can be acceptable, but the replacements must
conform to the original size of the openings. All other character-defining features must be
retained.
RECREATIONAL PROPERTIES

Recreational development was relatively
limited during this period, as the Great
Depression caused great strain on the City’s
finances and money, supplies, and labor were
almost exclusively directed to war efforts
during the 1940s. Old Mill Park and Boyle
Park were both expanded with additional lots
during this period, and new handball and
tennis courts were constructed at Boyle Park
in 1938. The handball courts are no longer
extant as they were replaced by additional
tennis courts in the early 1980s.239 Molino Park
was established in 1945 but appears not to
have been improved or developed until later.
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Boyle Park Tennis Courts (pictured circa 2015). The
three tennis courts in the background were originally
built in 1938, and the front two courts were formerly
handball courts, but were converted in the 1980s. Source:
Vintage Contractors, Inc.
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Significance & Integrity

During this period, recreational development primarily consisted of land acquisition. Recreational
properties remained largely unimproved during this era due to limited available financing; exceptions
such as the Boyle Park handball and tennis courts have since been remodeled. Thus, a discussion of
significance and integrity criteria is not applicable in this case.
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F. Post-World War II Development (1946 to 1980)
Although events such as the opening of the Golden Gate Bridge and World War II had already
occurred, the changes set in motion by these two events really had a significant long-term impact on
the shape of Mill Valley in the late 1940s to 1960s. The post-World War II period was an extension
of Mill Valley’s second largest wave of population growth. During the war, many people moved to
the area to participate in defense efforts, and even after the shipyard on Richardson Bay closed,
many chose to stay in the area permanently. The postwar “baby boom” coupled with the increased
accessibility of Mill Valley by automobile after the opening of the Golden Gate Bridge meant that
Mill Valley saw an increased population for years after the war. Between 1940 and 1950, Mill Valley’s
population grew from about 4,800 to about 7,300 (a 51 percent increase) and to 10,400 by 1960 (a
further 42 percent increase). In 1947, Mill Valley officially became the “City of Mill Valley.”
Through 41 separate annexations, Mill Valley added an additional 1,500 acres to its incorporated
area during this period. Additionally, in 1948, the census-designated places of Alto, Almonte,
Homestead Valley, Tamalpais Valley, and Marin Heights all were given Mill Valley addresses so that
they could receive mail service from the Mill Valley Post Office.240
Some major events that mark this period include:
▪ Postwar baby boom and overall population increase
▪ Housing boom spurred by the GI Bill and VA Loans
▪ Passage of the California Civil Rights Act of 1959 and federal Civil Rights Act of 1965 which
make housing discrimination illegal
▪ Debate about housing development versus conservation of natural open space
▪ Dredging of Richardson Bay and infill of some of surrounding marshes
▪ Significant floods in lower Mill Valley, especially around Miller Avenue
▪ Cold War, Korean War and Vietnam War
Extant properties capable of representing these significant themes and events include residential,
commercial, institutional, and recreational property types. Residential buildings constructed during
this period include single-family homes that are architecturally significant examples of Modernist
architecture, as well as larger neighborhoods of immediate postwar suburban merchant builder tract
housing. Increasing concerns about environmental conservation and suburban sprawl can also be
seen represented in multi-family residential complexes. Commercial properties developed during this
period were automobile-oriented and typically found on major transportation corridors, although
select redevelopment of commercial properties in the downtown core also took place during this
period. Numerous institutional developments included the construction and expansion of schools
and churches. Recreational facilities were improved, expanded, and constructed during this period to
accommodate Mill Valley’s growing population, and included parks associated with residential
subdivisions as well as naturally preserved open spaces.
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Aerial view of Mill Valley (pictured circa 1960). Tamalpais High School is visible in the left
foreground, next to Miller Avenue which leads to downtown Mill Valley. The snaking Arroyo Corte
Madera Del Presidio feeds into the marshland surrounding Richardson Bay. Former Northwestern
Pacific Railroad right-of-way (now a bike path) cuts to the northeast through the marshland.
Source: Lucretia Little History Room, Mill Valley Public Library.

Aerial view of downtown Mill Valley, looking northwest (pictured June 16, 1955). Lytton Square and
the Depot are visible in the center of the image, Miller Avenue is on the center left, and East
Blithedale Avenue and the Outdoor Art Club to the right.
Source: Lucretia Little History Room, Mill Valley Public Library.
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SNAPSHOT OF THE CITY: 1948
In 1948, World War II was over, although some of the effects of rationing were still in place, and
many of the defense workers who had moved to Mill Valley and Marin County decided to stay in the
area permanently. In the 1920s, Mill Valley had experienced its largest percentage population growth
to that point, a significant 63 percent, but the population was still under 5,000 people. The city
experienced another wave of population growth during and immediately after World War II. The
cumulative effects of the Great Depression, New Deal Era work programs, and the World War IIrelated population and housing booms had a significant impact on the built environment of Mill
Valley during the first half of the twentieth century.
Following the opening of the Golden Gate Bridge in 1937, passenger rail declined quickly in Mill
Valley and by 1948 the Mount Tamalpais and Muir Woods Railway engine house and machine shop
on Corte Madera Avenue at Lower Alcatraz Place had been demolished. Tracks were also removed
along Corte Madera Avenue north of Lytton Square; the newly empty lots on Corte Madera and
Lovell Avenues allowed new development including an extension to Masonic Lodge Hall and a new
automobile sales and services building on the corner. The coinciding rise in automobile travel
notably resulted in the development of a secondary commercial area south of downtown Mill Valley
known as the Locust District; this shopping district ran along the Miller Avenue corridor and
featured automobile-oriented stores with ample parking. Automobile sales and service shops, as well
as filling stations, popped up throughout downtown Mill Valley and along the Miller Avenue
corridor.
Residential infill throughout the downtown core and hilly older neighborhoods of Mill Valley
continued throughout the 1920s and into the 1940s. By 1948, most of the downtown area and
subdivisions east of Miller Avenue had been built out.
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Sanborn fire insurance map depicting downtown Mill Valley, including Lytton Square; originally dated July
1924, this map was updated through June 1948. Source: San Francisco Public Library; Sheets 2 and 3 stitched
together by Page & Turnbull.
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TRANSPORTATION & INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT
The construction of the Golden Gate Bridge set off a series of transportation and infrastructure
developments in and around Mill Valley as the area was suddenly much more accessible both to
tourists taking day trips and residents who commuted into San Francisco for work. A number of
major developments on the U.S. 101 made the highway less congested, and access to Mill Valley
more convenient. The first was the construction of a second Waldo Tunnel (now known as Robin
Williams Tunnel) just north of the Golden Gate Bridge. The original tunnel was constructed in 1937
and in 1956 a second tunnel was opened to accommodate northbound traffic at a cost of $5.75
million.241 The second major improvement that directly impacted Mill Valley was the construction of
the Alto Interchange which created on- and off-ramps to the U.S. 101 from East Blithedale Avenue
and Tiburon Boulevard. The Alto Interchange, which was planned in 1954 and completed by early
1957, allowed traffic to cross over the U.S. 101 where formerly there was an at-grade traffic signal
crossing that caused major congestion. This improvement was particularly crucial as the adjacent
neighborhoods of Enchanted Knolls, Scott Valley, and Shelter Ridge were being developed from the
1950s through the 1980s.242

Waldo Tunnel (now known as Robin Williams
Tunnel) under construction (pictured circa 1954).
Source: San Francisco Public Library.

Aerial view of US-101 and Waldo Tunnel, new
northbound tunnel still under construction (pictured
September 10, 1955). Source: San Francisco Public
Library.

Alto Interchange at night after three of the four cloverleafs had been completed (pictured in 1956).
Source: Daily Independent Journal, December 12, 1956.
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Many infrastructure improvements had been deferred through the 1930s and 1940s due to lack of
funds or rationing of materials during the war. With the dramatic increase in population and rapid
housing boom, the City of Mill Valley engaged in numerous infrastructure projects in the postwar
period. These ranged from constructing a new sewage pumping plant to repaving and widening
streets. In 1952, the last freight train ran through Mill Valley, and in 1955 crews pulled up the tracks
and paved over the former right-of-way. Engine houses, machine shops, and other auxiliary
buildings associated with the railways were largely demolished during or by this time; for example,
the engine house and machine shop complex on Corte Madera Avenue and Lower Alcatraz Place,
and the Locust Station on Miller and Locust Avenues, were demolished and the sites redeveloped.
Traffic ran in two directions on both sides of Miller Avenue until the late 1950s when Miller Avenue
was converted to two one-way roads with parking in the former railroad right-of-way.

Removal of train tracks
near 189 Miller Avenue
(pictured in 1955). Source:
Lucretia Little History
Room, Mill Valley Public
Library.

Steel frame construction of the Mill Valley public safety building below Shelter
Ridge (pictured in 1975). Plans to extend Sycamore Avenue to the building
were abandoned after public protest.
Source: Daily Independent Journal, March 3, 1975.

In 1956, Richardson Bridge, the redwood drawbridge built just 25 years earlier, was replaced with a
steel and concrete bridge. As residential development boomed, new subdivisions were planned
throughout Mill Valley, and in 1965 the City decided to pass an ordinance requiring that all new
utilities be laid underground.243 Due to the availability of land, much of the residential development
in Mill Valley was being focused east of Camino Alto, some two or more miles from downtown Mill
Valley and the nearest fire station. The City of Mill Valley decided to build a “public safety building”
that would house a second fire station and the police department on the marshland of Richardson
Bay, just below Shelter Ridge. The public safety building at 1 Hamilton Drive was designed by
architect Matthew R. Mills and completed in 1975.244
Related to the residential development at Shelter Ridge (discussed later), as well as the public safety
building, the City hoped to convert a footbridge over the mouth of Richardson Bay into an
extension of Sycamore Avenue. 245 The extension of Sycamore Avenue to Hamilton Drive would
have provided more direct access for police and fire department vehicles, instead of having to drive
through the residential streets of Enchanted Knolls. However, the residents of the older Sycamore
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Village development were vocal in their opposition to the plan, fearing that Sycamore would become
“another East Blithedale or Miller Avenue.” Environmentalists also opposed the extension of
Sycamore due to the impact it would have on the marshes. The San Rafael Daily Independent Journal
reported the Sycamore extension as being “about as popular right now as the idea of running a
superhighway through Yosemite.”246 After a multi-year debate in the early to mid-1970s, the plan
was eventually scrapped, and the pedestrian path and footbridge are all that connect Sycamore
Avenue and Hamilton Drive.
A few years later, in 1978, the City of Mill Valley purchased the Northwestern and Pacific Railroad
right-of-way with the assistance of a $835,000 federal grant. The right-of-way was redeveloped into
the Mill Valley-Sausalito Bike Path, which runs along the western edge of Richardson Bay from
Sausalito north past Alto to Scott Valley. The conversion of former railroad corridors to bike trails is
part of a national and international trend. Currently the path ends at the closed Alto Tunnel, which
formerly connected the railroad to the City of Corte Madera.247
THE DREDGING OF RICHARDSON BAY & MARSH INFILL
The Arroyo Corte Madera del Presidio runs through Mill Valley, just east of Miller Avenue, and
feeds into Richardson Bay. Formerly, Richardson Bay was navigable all the way to the Tamalpais
High School campus, which had been built on the edge of the tidal marsh.248 Just north of the
mouth of the stream is Pickleweed Inlet, which was created during a massive dredging project
between 1962 to 1965. Richardson Bay was dredged for a 127-berth boat harbor with associated
amenities such as restaurants, a rapid transit line, a clubhouse, and a fueling pier that were ultimately
never constructed.249 None of these were ever constructed because the Mill Valley harbor depended
on the dredging of the Sausalito Canal to the former Marinship site, which never happened.

Richardson Bay before it was dredged,
looking southwest (pictured circa 1950). The
U.S. 101 and Richardson Bridge are visible in
the upper right. In the middle foreground is a
dump site off of Camino Alto that would later
be redeveloped as Mill Valley Middle School.
Source: Lucretia Little History Room, Mill
Valley Public Library.
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Richardson Bay during the dredging of what would become
Pickleweed Inlet (pictured in 1963). Miller Avenue is visible
in the bottom left corner, and Enchanted Knolls in the top
center. Shelter Ridge is still undeveloped, but land from the
dredging is being used to create infill for what is now
Shelter Bay Avenue on the right. Source: Lucretia Little
History Room, Mill Valley Public Library.
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Richardson Bay after it was dredged between 1962 to 1965 to create Pickleweed Inlet (pictured in
2001). Bayfront Park is visible to the west of the inlet, and Hauke Park and the Mill Valley public
safety building to the east. Enchanted Knolls is visible in the very top right corner.
Source: Lucretia Little History Room, Mill Valley Public Library.

Although the harbor never came to fruition, the dredging of Richardson Bay did serve a purpose
during the massive postwar housing boom of the 1960s. Sections of the bay were infilled with
dredged earth, then capped with dry fill and crushed rock to create additional developable land. The
developments on Shelter Bay Avenue, just below Shelter Ridge, are built on infill from the dredging
project.
In 1976, about ten years later, the City of Mill Valley hired HKS Associates to study the former
harbor site for the development of a 28-acre park.250 Although not completed until the early 1980s,
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Bayfront Park now runs along Pickleweed Inlet between Sycamore Avenue and the Arroyo Corte
Madera del Presidio, a pier, sporting fields, and a dog park.
Of course, all this human-made environmental design of dredging channels, infilling the bay, and
building on former tidal marshes has had its consequences. Stretching back decades, Mill Valley has
been plagued with regular flooding – major floods were recorded in 1925, 1935, 1945, 1949, 1950,
1955, 1973, 1982, 2005, and 2008, and minor floods in many other years.251 Historically, floods have
extended well up Miller Avenue to the Locust District commercial area, often pouring into the
nearby residential areas of Sycamore Village and Tamalpais Park, which are located in the low lands
of Mill Valley. The most severe flooding in Mill Valley has generally occurred when heavy rains have
coincided with high tides, especially king tides. However, it is undeniable that the development
patterns around Richardson Bay have made certain areas of Mill Valley particularly vulnerable to
flooding. In addition to the impermeable surfaces created by roads and buildings, the infill of and
development on former tidal marshes has weakened the natural barriers and systems that might
absorb higher tides and heavy rains.

Quonset buildings (now Whole Foods) on Miller
Avenue at Evergreen during the 1955 Flood.
Source: Lucretia Little History Room, Mill Valley
Public Library.

The 2am Club or “The Deuce” (380 Miller Avenue),
established in the early 1940s, pictured during the
flood of 1945. The location is the site of the former
Brown Jug which was closed from 1921 to 1933 due to
Prohibition. Source: Mill Valley Historical Society.

RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT
Prior to the war and the construction of the Golden Gate Bridge, Mill Valley was still a relatively
rustic, rural town out of the way of most traffic and tourism. With the dramatic increase in
population in the postwar years and the financial accessibility of homeownership through the GI
Bill, there was naturally a high demand for housing – and with the demand for housing production
came a series of debates about where housing should be developed and what the future shape of
Mill Valley’s built environment should take. Such debates over housing were exemplified in the
reactions to projects such as Goheen’s Scott Valley development and the fight over Marine World,
both discussed in this section. Furthermore, national discussions about housing discrimination
played out in Mill Valley. Neighborhoods developed in the immediate postwar period were likely to
be subject to racial covenants and restrictions, but by the time the multifamily housing
developments on Shelter Ridge were built, the California Civil Rights Act of 1959 and the federal
Civil Rights Act of 1964 had made housing discrimination illegal, and the Shelter Ridge project was
advertised as “open to all.”252
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Residential development in Mill Valley during the postwar period took two divergent courses. The
majority of housing production can be characterized as subdivision tract development, usually in the
Minimal Traditional or California Ranch style, while the second type of development was scattered
infill. The tract development had the benefit of being able to produce larger amounts of relatively
affordable housing to the new population. However, a number of these tracts are in the highly
visible southeastern areas of Mill Valley, which emphasized the perception of sprawl and
overdevelopment. Concentrated in neighborhoods such as Enchanted Knolls, Scott Valley, Scott
Highlands, Kite Hill, and Shelter Ridge, the larger-scale development was located in the south and
east edges of Mill Valley, especially close to Richardson Bay. A number of apartment complexes
were also constructed along Miller Avenue.
The scattered construction of single-family residences in the hills of Mill Valley does not account for
the majority of residential development, but is significant for its association with the trend in
postwar Modernist architecture – particularly the regional Second and Third Bay Tradition styles. A
number of regionally and nationally significant architects and landscape architects who helped define
these styles designed homes and landscapes in Mill Valley that contribute to the cannon of Bay Area
Modernist architecture, including Campbell & Wong; Wurster, Bernardi & Emmons; Marquis &
Stoller; and landscape architects Robert Royston, and Lawrence Halprin.
The following is a discussion of a few selected projects that demonstrate the range of typical housing
developments being constructed during the postwar period from 1945 to 1980.
Enchanted Knolls

Realtor Jack McCallum began selling 7,000-10,000 square foot lots in the Enchanted Knolls
subdivision in December 1954, and advertisements in the San Francisco Chronicle indicate that homes
were being completed by August of the following year.253 A developer, Sea Haven, Inc., planned to
build about 500 “view homes” on the hills just above U.S. 101 and market the development as “an
exclusive neighborhood carefully protected by covenants and restrictions with the aim of enhancing
its beauty and increasing its value.”254 By summer 1955, 11 of the homes had been completed and
were sold for between $20,000-$30,000, presumably to middle and upper middle class residents.
Merchant builders included Bay Area firms Boise & Soule, Taffinder, and R. C. Briggs, and at least
one architect Donald E. Shaw was known to design some of the homes in Enchanted Knolls. The
homes are generally in Minimal Traditional and California Ranch styles, usually one-story frame
dwellings with a prominent attached garage. Lots were also available for individuals to purchase and
develop themselves. Advertisements for Enchanted Knolls strongly emphasized the accessibility of
the neighborhood due to the Golden Gate Bridge, U.S. 101 and new Richmond-San Rafael Bridge
(completed in 1956), as well as the good public schools and access to recreational areas. Enchanted
Knolls, like elsewhere in the country, also offered special financing for war veterans in addition to
federal “VA loans” – mortgage loans guaranteed by the United States Department of Veterans
Affairs – which made homeownership accessible to most returning veterans and their families.
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California Ranch house in Enchanted Knolls.
Source: San Francisco Chronicle, November 27, 1955.

Drawing from an advertisement for Enchanted Knolls.
Source: San Francisco Chronicle, August 21, 1955.

Homestead Terrace

In June 1966, the Federal Government announced a plan for subsidized public housing for the
elderly and disabled in Homestead Valley, immediately adjacent to the boundary of Mill Valley off of
Montford Avenue. Initially, nearby Mill Valley residents were critical of the plan, insisting that the
density was too high and increased traffic would pose safety hazards. However, on September 1966
the Homestead Valley Improvement Club voted to support the project which was ultimately
approved by the Marin County Board of Supervisors. The development was designed by well-known
architects Campbell & Wong with prolific local landscape architects Royston, Hanamoto, Beck &
Abey (RHBA) in the Second Bay Tradition style of Modernism. The design received both the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Award for Design Excellence and the
1974 Bay Area American Institute of Architects (AIA) Design Excellence Award. The development
was completed in April 1969 and features a community center and 27 studio apartments in five
buildings on Linden Lane between Montford and Evergreen Avenues.255
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Homestead Terrace, looking north on Linden Lane,
soon after its completion in 1969.
Source: Mill Valley Historical Society.
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140 Linden Lane in Homestead Terrace today.

Goheen’s Scott Valley

George Goheen was not only active during the World War II years building defense housing, but
had a significant career in Mill Valley after the war, as well.256 Goheen ran a number of development,
real estate, and construction companies, including Goheen Enterprises, Marin Capital Co., Goheen
Construction Co., and Marin Capital Properties, which allowed him to manage all aspects of the
housing production process from buying the land to selling to a homeowner.257 In addition to
building out the remaining lots in Sycamore Village, or “Goheen Gulch,” he also purchased 800
acres of land in Alto, Scott Valley, Scott Highlands, and along Corte Madera Ridge for future
development. Scott Valley was a significant postwar project for Goheen and typified the back-andforth of the political arguments around housing development. Scott Valley is located north of East
Blithedale and east of Camino Alto.
When Goheen purchased land in Scott Valley, the land was outside the boundary of incorporated
Mill Valley.258 In early 1963, the Mill Valley City Council approved Goheen’s plan for the
development of 100 lots on 36 acres in Scott Valley, noting that the land would be annexed into Mill
Valley.259 The homes in Goheen’s Scott Valley development were built between 1963 and 1967 and
sold for prices in the low $50,000s. Scott Valley was advertised as one of the last bucolic hills of
Marin, and just 20 minutes from downtown San Francisco thanks to the new Alto interchange off of
the U.S. 101 highway. In addition to spec houses, Goheen’s company also offered unbuilt land for
custom development in Scott Valley.
The approval of the Scott Valley development, however, took years as it was a touchstone for a
number of concerns and political debates that were occurring in Mill Valley and throughout Marin
County in the postwar period. Nearby residents were concerned about traffic and access to the new
development through their own neighborhoods, and citizens throughout Mill Valley and Marin were
concerned about the loss of open space to housing throughout the area. In 1961, the Marin County
Planning Commission held a public hearing on the Scott Valley master plan, and one suggestion was
to ensure that designated “open space” be “permanently reserved without any possibility of private
development” in the future.260 Interestingly, a similar debate resurfaced in 1970 when a plan for a 10acre, 120-unit multi-family housing development in the Alto Bowl, just at the base of the hill below
Scott Valley, was proposed. The plan was opposed by Scott Valley residents who did not want the
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increased traffic, loss of open space, or change in the character of their single-family residential
neighborhood.261
As a result of this and similar debates, the City of Mill Valley has designated the area west and uphill
from Scott Valley as the Camino Alto Open Space Preserve and the Alto Bowl and Horse Hill Open
Space Preserves to the north and south of Scott Valley. The tension between needing to
accommodate an increasing population with new housing and wanting to maintain open spaces has
been a recurring theme in Mill Valley since the end of the war and continues to be a hot topic today.
In 1963 Goheen also expanded his office at 125 Camino Alto, which had originally been a converted
hot dog stand.262 In the early 1960s, Goheen already observed that Marin was building more and
more apartment buildings, as opposed to the single-family homes common during and immediately
after World War II. 263 This was an astute observation as by the late 1960s and 1970s, large scale
multi-family residential complexes, especially on Shelter Ridge and near the U.S. 101 corridor, were
the predominant form of residential development in Mill Valley.

George C. Goheen viewing plans during a visit to
the Scott Valley construction site; a Goheen house
under construction visible to the left. Source: “He
Helps Marin to Grow,” Daily Independent Journal,
March 11, 1961.

Advertisement for Goheen’s Scott Valley
development shows the bucolic hills of Mill Valley
overlooking the Bay and a highway map –
advertising beauty and convenience. Source: Daily
Independent Journal, September 18, 1964.

Shelter Ridge

On the ridge nestled between East Blithedale, U.S. 101, and Richardson Bay, just above Enchanted
Knolls, another debate over housing broke out in the late 1960s. As Goheen had observed in the
early 1960s, housing in Mill Valley was shifting focus to multi-family apartments and condominium
units. The trend toward multi-family residential development was part of a national trend that
reflected a number of factors including the increasing cost of single-family residences, flight from
urban cores, suburban sprawl, and environmental concerns for the protection of open space. While
there are some smaller apartment buildings along Miller Avenue, the largest and densest multi-family
residential complexes were constructed on Shelter Ridge, the hill southwest of the Alto Interchange.
In November 1969, the Mill Valley Planning Commission hosted a workshop with the Enchanted
Knolls Homeowners Association and developers Gene Harter and Warner Odenthal to discuss a
proposal for housing development on Shelter Ridge that would require increased density
allowances.264 A little over a week earlier, the Enchanted Knolls Homeowners Association had voted
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in support of an apartment and townhouse plan with a density of eight units per acre, which resulted
in the board being recalled by the upset homeowners.265 The new board, representing a majority of
homeowners, opposed the Shelter Ridge plan put forward, saying that it would “clutter” the view of
the ridge from the highway and from their homes. On the other hand, one of the commissioners
argued in favor of the density, citing a housing shortage in Mill Valley that was forcing Mill Valley
teachers to live in other towns.266 In the same week, in spite of public concerns, the Mill Valley City
Council did approve the 461-unit Shelter Ridge development; the project, which included
apartments, townhouses, duplexes and single-family residences, was on track to be the largest in Mill
Valley’s history. Project architect Charles Warren Callister, a prominent local architect and leader in
Second Bay Tradition design, presented the case for the Shelter Ridge project by noting that only 10
percent of the project site would be covered by buildings, leaving the rest for open spaces, parks,
trails, and landscaping.267

Rendering of Shelter Ridge
project designed by Charles
Warren Callister. Source: San
Francisco Chronicle, September
26, 1971.

Shelter Ridge under construction; U.S. 101 is visible in the foreground.
Source: “First Shelter Ridge Units Are Going Fast,” Daily Independent
Journal, May 19, 1972.

By late 1971, advertisements for Shelter Ridge were running in San Rafael and San Francisco
newspapers touting the amenities of condominium living to middle class families, including not
having to mow lawns, having communal recreation space, fully electric appliances, and convenient
access to the highway.268 Of the 187 planned units, 104 were completed by May 1972, and were sold
in the range of $29,000 to $38,000.269 It is notable that only about half of the units were completed
because the project was forced to a halt for years during a series of legal battles. Following the
passage of the California Environmental Quality Act (1970), a California Supreme Court case
involving the Friends of Mammoth called into question whether the requirement for environmental
impact statements could be applied retroactively to active, permitted projects.270 Site grading for the
remaining portion of the Shelter Ridge development was halted and six months later, the Mill Valley
City Council decided to institute a moratorium on all construction while they revised the Mill Valley
General Plan.271 Construction on the next phase of the project was not restarted until 1975.
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The Shelter Ridge project epitomized both the general trend toward multi-family residential
development in the area, as well as many of the political battles about development and open space.
Furthermore, the Shelter Ridge project occurred during a pivotal moment in the history of
environmental protections in California with the implementation of the California Environmental
Quality Act, which requires that significant environmental impacts are identified in projects, and
alternatives be considered to mitigate those impacts.
Amaranth

The Amaranth cooperative development on Amaranth Boulevard, just off of the Panoramic
Highway in the hills above downtown Mill Valley, characterizes an alternative version of Mill Valley
life. The hippie movement, born in the counterculture movement of the mid-1960s in San
Francisco, had spread out to surrounding areas and the rest of the country, and by the 1970s was a
relatively mainstream phenomenon. From the hippie movement, however, came more radical ideas
about utopian lifestyles – Colorado’s Drop City being one of the most famous examples – and
“back-to-the-land” movements. Although not nearly as extreme as Drop City, Mill Valley’s
Amaranth community followed in this vein of communal living. Although plans for Amaranth were
conceived by the cooperative in 1971, it was not until 1975 that construction of the homes was
underway.272
The Amaranth development consists of 12 homes on 12 acres of land and was planned with a
community lodge that was never constructed. Originally none of the homes had garages and the
group used community-owned cars. The design of Amaranth was conceived around notions of
treading lightly on the land, reducing consumption of natural resources, and creating a communally
supportive social environment. Amaranth had a community garden and nursery school, and all
residents cooked meals together and collectively maintained responsibility for the upkeep of the
property.
Architect Richard Swain and his family were one of the initial families to contribute an $8,000 down
payment and commit to the development of Amaranth.273 The group faced a number of challenges
by going against the traditional models of planning and development; for example, the community
had to fight to be allowed to get a sewer hookup due to a 1971 moratorium on new sewer
connections in southern Marin imposed by the Regional Water Quality Control Board. The Marin
Municipal Water Department also resisted their plans for a gray water system.274 Banks refused to
lend money to the project until roads and utilities were installed, and further refused to lend money
unless the land was subdivided and individually owned; the families at Amaranth, however,
envisioned the land being communally owned as one parcel. The unforeseen costs associated with
the inability to get bank financing and inflated construction costs piled up and eventually three early
members sold their shares in the project; the project renamed itself Amaranth Inc., instead of
Amaranth Housing Cooperative so as not to put off potential residents.275
The architectural design of the homes in the Amaranth development are excellent examples of the
Third Bay Tradition style, and their designs appear to be influenced by the early 1960s designs of Sea
Ranch. The homes in Amaranth feature redwood siding, irregular geometric massing, shed roofs,
and strong indoor-outdoor connections, all of which are character-defining features of the Third Bay
Tradition.
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Amaranth cooperative development in the hills above downtown Mill Valley, feature examples of
Third Bay Tradition architecture. Source: Mill Valley Historical Society.

MILL VALLEY MODERNISM: SECOND & THIRD BAY TRADITIONS TAKE HOLD
Mill Valley has a strong history of Bay Tradition design in architecture, including some designed by
Willis Polk and Bernard Maybeck, who were among the pioneers of the style, as discussed earlier.
Many of the oldest surviving residences in Mill Valley, from the 1880s to the early twentieth century,
are First Bay Tradition in style, ranging from high style architect-designed homes to more vernacular
versions of the First Bay Tradition. The Second and Third Bay Traditions grew out of the regional
identity of the First Bay Tradition and incorporated national and international principals of Modern
design – including new methods of construction, machine age materials, and less ornamentation.

McCauley House, one of a pair of houses designed by
Raphael Soriano in 1959 on Lovell Avenue. An
exceptional example of Midcentury Modern design
using steel construction, and rare for Mill Valley.
Source: Serraino, NorCalMod, p.244.

Tamalpais Pavilion, designed by Paffard
Keatinge-Clay, built in 1965. Source: Pierluigi
Serraino, NorCalMod (San Francisco: Chronicle
Books, 2006), p.240.
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Second Bay Tradition

The Second Bay Tradition is a particular style of Modernism developed in the San Francisco Bay
Area between 1937 and 1964.276 In Mill Valley, the Second Bay Tradition naturally evolved as a
reaction to emerging modern, twentieth century technologies and production methods. The Second
Bay Tradition combined the sleek geometries and minimal ornamentation of the International Style
and Midcentury Modern styles with the rustic, organic material influences of the First Bay Tradition.
The development of this regional modern style was pioneered by architects such as William Wurster,
Gardner Dailey, and Charles Warren Callister, and focused on the idea of “California living” through
simple silhouettes, large windows, open floor plans, connection of indoor and outdoor spaces
through a collaboration of architecture and landscape design, and use of redwood and other local
materials. Second Bay Tradition residences are primarily found in the hills of Oakland and Marin, in
the Peninsula tracts developed by Joseph Eichler, and even as townhouses in San Francisco, namely
in the Pacific Heights and Presidio Heights neighborhoods. While the modern design principles of
open planning and flexible use played a prominent role in the Second Bay Tradition, the style
differed from the dramatic, familiar glass-and-steel modernism of Los Angeles and Palm Springs.
Second Bay design often features post-and-beam construction, flat or low-pitched roofs with
exposed rafter tails, and redwood shingles or board and batten siding. An emphasis on indooroutdoor living spaces is often achieved by rear yards that function as an extension of the living area,
or atriums, pergolas, or trellises.
Third Bay Tradition

By the 1960s, Bay Area modernism diverged even further from national trends, with the Second Bay
Tradition giving way to a more vertical, woodsy regional modernism known as the Third Bay
Tradition. The Third Bay Tradition is generally understood to begin with the design of
Condominium 1 at Sea Ranch by Charles Moore, Donlyn Lyndon, William Turnbull, Jr. and Richard
Whitaker (MLTW), the Sea Ranch House by Joseph Esherick, and Sea Ranch master plan by
Lawrence Halprin in 1965-66. The Third Bay Tradition is known for being more abstract, cubist,
and geometric in its massing with dramatic shed roof forms, while still featuring a natural material
palette including vertical wood siding or redwood shingles. The period was characterized by
increasing environmental awareness and reflected in Third Bay design through sensitive siting and a
shift toward multi-family residential development over sprawling tract development.
Modern Architects & Landscape Architects in Mill Valley

Many San Francisco Bay Area practitioners designed buildings and landscapes in Mill Valley which
contribute to the canon of Second and Third Bay design. These architects and landscape architects
include but are not limited to: Charles Warren Callister; Campbell & Wong; Wurster, Bernardi &
Emmons; Marquis & Stoller; Joseph Esherick; Roger Lee; Daniel Liebermann; Paffard KeatingeClay; Raphael Soriano; William Kirsch; Robert Royston; and Lawrence Halprin.
Charles Warren Callister (1918-2008)
Charles Warren Callister was born in 1918 in Rochester, New York. Callister studied at the
University of Texas at Austin from 1935 to 1941, and served in the United States Corps of
Engineering during World War II. In 1950, Callister started the firm Callister, Payne & Rosse in
Tiburon, just north of San Francisco. Callister is credited with helping to develop the Second Bay
Tradition, a regional idiom of Modernist architectural design, and by the 1960s was considered by
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House & Home Magazine to be “perhaps the best known of Northern California’s residential
architects” of the time.277
Callister designed at least eight homes in Mill Valley, including one collaboration with George
Goheen. Callister’s firm submitted a proposal for the design of the new Mill Valley Public Library
which was not selected, but Callister did design the furniture for the library. Callister & Payne were
commissioned by the City of Mill Valley to assist with the Mill Valley civic beautification project
(1967-71). Callister also designed the Shelter Ridge condominiums (1965-69), the First Church of
Christ Scientist at 279 Camino Alto (1965), and a commercial building at 495 Miller Avenue
(1999).278
Campbell & Wong (1946-1968)
Campbell & Wong was a well-known Northern California architecture firm, established in 1946 and
active through the late 1960s. The firm was founded in San Francisco by John Carden Campbell
(1914-1996) and Worley K. Wong (1912-1985), both of whom received their architectural education
in the Bay Area, and was primarily known for its residential designs.
Perhaps Campbell & Wong’s most widely celebrated project was the A-frame “Leisure House.”
Originally published in Interiors magazine in 1950, the concept for the Leisure House was compelling
in its simplicity – designed as a “do-it-yourself” kit house with prefabricated materials. Campbell
built a Leisure House for himself in Mill Valley for a total cost of $5,000.279 The popularity of Aframes swept the nation, particularly in mountain and beach towns known as seasonal tourist
destinations, and a number of A-frame buildings exist in Mill Valley; however, it appears that most
have been remodeled with additions.
Campbell & Wong are known to have worked on several institutional projects in Mill Valley,
including Mill Valley Middle School (1967-73, with RHBA) and Mill Valley School District General
Plan and Project 17 (1957, with RHMB). Campbell & Wong also designed a private residence at 300
Reed Boulevard in collaboration with modernist landscape architect Garrett Eckbo.

Campbell & Wong’s Leisure House on exhibit at the
San Francisco Arts Festival, 1951. Source: Princeton
Architectural Press.
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A-frame in Mill Valley remodeled in 2013, originally
designed in 1953 by Wally Reemelin. Source:
Aframereframe.com.
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A-frame off of the Panoramic Highway.

Daniel Liebermann (1930-2015)
Daniel Liebermann was born in West Orange, New Jersey and received a bachelor’s degree at Johns
Hopkins University. After dropping out of the Harvard Graduate School of Design to pursue
sculpture, Liebermann moved to Wisconsin to apprentice with Frank Lloyd Wright at Taliesin. In
1960, Liebermann began working for Aaron Green, another disciple of Wright, in Mill Valley,
California. With Green, he helped see Wright’s last major project, the Marin County Civic Center
through to completion in 1962 (three years after Wright’s death).280
Liebermann’s masterpiece is known as the Radius House, built in 1958 on Lovell Avenue in Mill
Valley, and expresses many principles of Wright’s organic architecture. Liebermann’s 861 Lovell
Avenue (1961-62) is also considered an iconic work of Northern California modernist architecture, a
circular plan featuring redwood construction, massive brick arches that span indoor and outdoor
spaces, and a pool tiled in Heath Ceramics; the house was built on the same parcel as the Radius
House for Liebermann’s parents. Liebermann’s wife, Eva Maria Shafer, was a landscape architect
and worked with him on the Lovell Avenue projects.

Liebermann’s Radius House (881 Lovell Avenue),
completed in 1958. Source: Tracey Taylor, “In
California, a Midcentury House in the Redwoods,”
New York Times, June 16, 2010.
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Marquis & Stoller (1956-1978)
Robert Marquis (1927-1995) studied architecture at the University of Southern California and
Accademia di Belle Arti in Florence, Italy before starting his own practice in San Francisco in 1953.
Claude Stoller (1921-) graduated from Black Mountain College before serving in the United States
Army during World War II, after which he received a degree in architecture from the Harvard
Graduate School of Design in 1949. Marquis and Stoller, who lived in Mill Valley, formed an
architectural practice together in San Francisco in 1956, and worked together until 1974.
Marquis & Stoller built at least five residences in Mill Valley, including the Blair House (1952), 140
Monte Vista (1960), and the Green-Johnston House (1961) at 366 Summit Avenue, which was a
collaboration with Lawrence Halprin for Virginia Green and Leila Johnston, the noted female
owners and founders of Architectural Models, Inc. (AMI), an architectural-scale model building
company.281

140 Monte Vista, built in 1960, designed by Marquis &
Stoller. Source: CurbedSF.

Blair House, built in 1952, designed by Marquis
& Stoller. Source: Ezra Stoller.

Wurster, Bernardi & Emmons (1945-1973)
The architectural firm of Wurster, Bernardi & Emmons (WBE) designed hundreds of residential and
commercial buildings in Northern California from 1945 to the present. WBE was founded by
William Wurster (1895-1973) in 1924. Theodore C. Bernardi (1903-1990) and Donn Emmons
(1910-1997) joined in 1944 and 1945, respectively. Wurster and Bernardi both studied architecture at
the University of California, Berkeley, and Emmons at Cornell University and University of
Southern California. The firm is known for its contributions to modernist architecture and urban
planning, including designs in the Brutalism and Bay Traditions of modernist design.
WBE’s notable commissions in Mill Valley include the Mill Valley Public Library (1966) which won
the AIA Award for Architectural Merit, and a master plan for the Mill Valley Shopping Center
(1966). Wurster and WBE are credited with at least ten residential new construction projects and a
number of remodels and additions in Mill Valley.282
Lawrence Halprin (1916-2009)
Lawrence Halprin was born in New York City and raised in Brooklyn, New York. After attending
Cornell University to study Plant Sciences, Halprin received a Bachelor of Landscape Architecture
from Harvard’s Graduate School of Design in 1942. While at Harvard, Halprin was influenced by
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professors such as Walter Gropius and Marcel Breuer, who were Modernist architects of the
Bauhaus movement; his work also linked creative artistic design with ecological sciences, connecting
phenomenological experience with environmental awareness. In 1949, Halprin founded his firm
Lawrence Halprin & Associates in San Francisco.
Halprin’s notable projects in Mill Valley include the landscape designs for the Mill Valley Public
Library (1966) and the Green-Johnston House at 366 Summit Avenue (1961).
Robert Royston (1918-2008)/RHBA/RHAA
Robert N. Royston (1918-2008) was born in San Francisco and grew up on a farm in the Santa Clara
Valley. He graduated from the Landscape Design program at the College of Agriculture at the
University of California, Berkeley.283
Royston partnered with a number of landscape architects to form firms over the course of his
career; however, Royston, the most prolific and significant of the firm’s landscape architects, was
considered a master of his field. Royston, Hanamoto Beck & Abey (RHBA) practiced between 1967
and 1974, and was one of several iterations of what is today the landscape architectural firm of
Royston Hanamoto Alley & Abey (RHAA). RHAA currently maintains two offices, one in San
Francisco and one at 255 Miller Avenue in Mill Valley. Royston, Asa Hanamoto, and Eldon Beck
both lived in the Mill Valley area for many years.
Royston and his firms are credited with approximately 100 projects in Mill Valley, many of which
were private residential projects. Notable public and civic projects in Mill Valley included
Homestead School, Boyle Park (1966), Mill Valley Middle School (1967-73, with Campbell &
Wong), Old Mill Park (1964), Mill Valley Recreation Plan (1957), Mill Valley School District General
Plan and Project 17 (1967, with Campbell & Wong), Mill Valley Tree Planting Guide (1961), Mill
Valley Median Islands (1968).284
Herman Hein (1902-1964)
Born in Kassel, Germany in 1902, Herman Hein is considered by many to be the “dean of Marin
County landscape architects.” Hein worked on a farm in northern Germany before moving to
California with his boss’s daughter, Katherina “Kathe” Margaretha in 1923. Kathe and Herman
Hein married in Geyersville, California in 1924, but moved to 158 West Blithedale Avenue in Mill
Valley only about a year later. In 1942, during World War II, Hein taught a class on planting victory
gardens at the College of Marin. Soon after, he acquired his teaching credentials and taught regularly
at College of Marin and the Marin Art and Garden Center in Ross, which he helped to found and
design.
Never formally trained as a landscape architect, Hein was a master gardener and is credited with
hundreds of residential projects throughout Marin County, ranging from modest private gardens to
estates to civic projects. Perhaps the project with the greatest impact on Mill Valley was his
landscaping of the Miller Avenue median after the removal of the last railroad tracks in the mid1950s. One of his most noted private residential landscape designs was for Ellis Lando off of Fern
Canyon Road. Lando, a Venetian blinds dealer, had built a home in the late 1920s, but hired Hein in
the early 1950s to reimagine the surrounding landscape. Hein’s design featured a tiered garden with
rock walls, streams, and a waterfall. Hein’s firm, Herman Hein Landscape Architects, operated out
of an office at #4 El Paseo off of Sunnyside Avenue. Architect Daniel Liebermann and landscape

June 7, 2021

161

Page & Turnbull, Inc.

Historic Context Statement
IV. Historic Context: F. Post-World War II Development (1946 to 1980)

Mill Valley
Marin County, California

architect Eva Liebermann worked in Hein’s office for a short time between 1959 and 1962. Well
known around Mill Valley for his charisma and everyday uniform of shorts and sandals, Hein lived
in Mill Valley until his death in 1964.285

Recently constructed Miller Avenue median being planted, late 1950s. Herman Hein’s Volkswagen
convertible is visible on the right. Source: Photograph by Herman Hein. Mill Valley Historical Society
Review (Spring 2016), p.18.

COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT
Commercial development in postwar Mill Valley generally followed national trends with the opening
of automobile-oriented stores and fast food restaurants along Miller Avenue and larger grocery
stores as opposed to small corner markets. More retail and restaurant chains moved in during the
postwar period, but local family-owned businesses still maintained a strong presence in Mill Valley.
For example, Frank Canepa’s Mill Valley Market moved to its current location at 12 Corte Madera
Avenue in 1955; the Canepa family still runs the market today.286
While some storefronts in downtown Mill Valley changed hands and were remodeled during the
postwar period, the most substantial commercial development occurred along the major commercial
corridor of Miller Avenue and near the U.S. 101 highway. A secondary commercial district had
begun developing along the Miller Avenue corridor during the 1920s to early 1940s. In the postwar
period, large modern shopping centers were developed along major corridors, including “The
Quonsets” at 414 Miller Avenue. Four interconnected Quonset buildings were used to create the
Miller Avenue Shopping Center, which opened in 1947. Quonset huts are prefabricated corrugated
steel structures that were developed in World War I, but fabricated by the thousands during World
War II; during the postwar era, Quonsets were used in innovative ways for agricultural, industrial,
and commercial uses throughout the country. Miller Avenue Shopping Center, colloquially known as
“the Quonsets,” included a vegetable and dry goods grocer, meat market, baby store, beauty salon,
pharmacy, beauty bar, soda fountain, camera shop, and a liquor store. The Quonsets were combined
to accommodate Whole Foods Market in one space in the early 1990s.287
Mill Valley increasingly became a commuter town, with many of its residents, especially those in
higher income brackets, commuting daily to downtown San Francisco. Restaurants and boutique
retail stores were developed throughout the postwar period and into the 1980s. One notable
example is the restaurant El Paseo at 17 Throckmorton Avenue, which was renovated in the 1940s.
Local resident and community activist Edna Foster purchased the three-story Holtum Building
(completed by 1908) and the lot behind it fronting Sunnyside Avenue in 1936. Although Foster had
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conceived of a plan for a complex of buildings, courtyards, and gardens connecting the two lots by a
winding brick path, construction and renovations were delayed by the war, and were finally
completed in 1948. Designed by Gus Costigan, the El Paseo complex includes salvaged bricks from
landfills following the 1906 San Francisco earthquake; wood beams from demolished buildings at
Fort Cronkite; railroad ties from the Mount Tamalpais and Muir Woods Railway; and tile and
wrought iron salvaged from the Guatemala pavilion at the 1939 World’s Fair held on Treasure
Island.288 Although under various management over the years, a restaurant has been open on the El
Paseo property since 1947.289

C’s Drive-In on Miller Avenue was opened in 1954 by Caesar Taverna near Tamalpais High School
and was a student favorite (pictured circa 1960s). The property was redeveloped as a KFC (510
Miller Ave.) in 1971. Source: Mill Valley Historical Society.

Corner of Throckmorton and Corte Madera Avenues
before the relocation of Mill Valley Market (n.d.).
Source: Lucretia Little History Room, Mill Valley
Public Library.
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The postwar baby boom and housing boom were, of course, not limited to Mill Valley, and the Bay
Area in general was going through rapid development and suburbanization. The trend of suburban
sprawl facilitated by highways such as the U.S. 101 threatened to encroach on the idyllic small,
redwood mountain town of Mill Valley, and caused many residents to resist further development.
While many of these battles were waged over housing, a significant fight came in 1962 over the plan
to build “Marineland” in Mill Valley. The Marine World Corporation began looking for sites in the
Bay Area for its new, large marine exhibit to be designed by architect Mario Gaidano, and applied to
buy or lease an 18-acre site in Mill Valley in early 1962. Marine World sought to redevelop the
marshland site northwest of the Richardson Bay Bridge with a $4 million project that would feature
a “Florida-type ‘cypress garden,’” two 80-foot diameter tanks for performing whales and dolphins, a
seating arena for 3,000 spectators, aquariums, cafes and shops, and a 1,000-car surface parking lot.290
Residents of Mill Valley were skeptical that the plan would benefit their daily lives. One resident
wrote an editorial suggesting that instead, “Mill Valley [should] cultivate its natural resources in ways
which concern themselves with the problem of national physical fitness. … I feel sure the dolphins
are already getting adequate exercise.”291 While the Mill Valley City Council initially appeared in favor
of the development, citizens including the Mill Valley Citizens Advisory Council made their opinions
known and by May of 1962 the City Council voted against the proposal.292

Mario Gaidano’s design for Marineland in Mill Valley, adjacent the U.S. 101 and Richardson Bay
Bridge. Source: San Francisco Chronicle.

At the tail end of the decade, two small local businesses opened in Mill Valley that would quickly
become major national retailers – Banana Republic and Smith & Hawken. Founded in 1978 by
adventurous travelers Mel and Patricia Ziegler the Banana Republic Travel & Safari Company was
born out of the couple’s habit of picking up unique clothes during their international trips.293 First
launched as a catalogue with colorful hand-drawn illustrations, the couple later opened a safarithemed store in Mill Valley. When the company was acquired by the Gap in 1983, the name was
shortened to Banana Republic and became a more upscale line. Smith & Haken was founded by
Dave Smith and Paul Hawken in 1979 as a garden tool supply direct mail business, and they opened
their first store in Mill Valley in 1982. Smith left the company in 1988 and Hawken retired in 1993,

June 7, 2021

164

Page & Turnbull, Inc.

Historic Context Statement
IV. Historic Context: F. Post-World War II Development (1946 to 1980)

Mill Valley
Marin County, California

after which Smith & Hawken was acquired by a retail conglomerate; in 2004 the company was
purchased by Scotts Miracle-Gro and closed in 2009, but the Smith & Hawken brand was later
purchased by the Target Corporation in 2010.294

Co-founder Patricia Ziegler outside of the first Banana Republic
store, opened in Mill Valley in 1979. Source: Mel
Ziegler/Adweek.com

Page of the early hand-illustrated Banana
Republic catalogs (photograph not
dated). Source: Adweek.com

INSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT & CIVIC IMPROVEMENTS
At the end of World War II, Mill Valley was due for improvements and expansion projects.
However, institutional development and civic improvements had been limited during the Great
Depression leading up to World War II, and rationing during the war resulted in the deferral of such
projects. The City of Mill Valley hired the architecture firm Callister & Payne to conceptualize a civic
beautification project which was implemented between 1967 and 1971. The beautification project
included repainting buildings in coordinated earth-tone colors, and won Mill Valley the 1968
Distinguished Achievement award in a national contest.295
During the war, the population had increased significantly and the postwar “baby boom” meant that
schools saw huge surges in enrollment by the 1950s. In addition to the expansion of existing
schools, new elementary and middle schools were added to the public school system and the Mill
Valley Public Library expanded into a new building. A number of new religious institutions were
established in Mill Valley, and by 1950 there were six churches in the city. One of the oldest
congregations in Mill Valley, Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic Church, moved into an iconic
new building in 1968 designed by H. T. Houweling.
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Public Schools & Library

In the postwar years, the Mill Valley School District expanded rapidly to accommodate the families
that had arrived during the war as defense workers and the new “baby boomer” generation.
Improvements included the construction of a field house at Tamalpais High School by architects
Kump & Falk in 1949, and the construction of Alto Grammar School in 1948 and the Strawberry
Elementary School, just outside incorporated Mill Valley, designed by Alfred W. Johnson in 1952.296
By 1950, Mill Valley had three grade schools, one junior high school, and one high school, and by
1969, there were 3,500 students enrolled in Mill Valley public schools. To accommodate the students
of census-designated areas outside the boundary of incorporated Mill Valley, such as Almonte,
Tamalpais Valley, and Marin Terrace, the Mill Valley School District opened the Marin Terrace
School at 100 Harvard Avenue in 1957.297 In 1967, the citizens of Mill Valley passed a bond issue to
fund the construction of new school buildings including a new middle school at Sycamore and
Camino Alto.298 Mill Valley Middle School was built at Camino Alto and Sycamore Avenue, across
the street from Sycamore Village and just north of the city dump site, which has since been
redeveloped. The school was originally designed by architects Campbell & Wong with landscape
architects Royston, Hanamoto, Beck & Abey, and completed in 1972.299 Noted for its open plan
design, the school has since been partitioned in to standard classrooms.

Marin Terrace School (pictured circa1967). Source:
Lucretia Little History Room, Mill Valley Public
Library.

Mill Valley Middle School, designed by
Campbell & Wong, was dedicated in 1972
(pictured in 1980). Source: Lucretia Little
History Room, Mill Valley Public Library.

Also resulting from the population boom in Mill Valley was the demand for a larger public library.
In September 1963, the Mill Valley City Council selected a site in Old Mill Park for the new library
despite concerns about the loss of park land and a $325,000 bond was passed by voters shortly
thereafter.300 The firm Wurster, Bernardi & Emmons, under the personal direction of architect
Donn Emmons, designed the new library which was constructed between June 1965 and August
1966. The site landscape was designed by prolific landscape architect Lawrence Halprin, and
sculpture by Richard O’Hanlon was installed in front of the library. The exceptional Second Bay
Tradition design responds to the surrounding environment in its siting and material choice, and was
awarded the American Institute of Architects (AIA) Award for Architectural Merit in 1969. Mill
Valley’s Carnegie Library was closed in 1966 when the new library was opened and has since been
adapted as a private residence. The new library, which continues to serve the Mill Valley community,
was expanded in 1998 with a 9,000 square-foot, two-story wing, but still retains integrity of its
original design.
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The new Mill Valley Public Library (375 Throckmorton Avenue) designed by Wurster, Bernardi &
Emmons, completed in 1966 (pictured circa 1970).
Source: Lucretia Little History Room, Mill Valley Public Library.

The Mill Valley Public Library
received the prestigious American
Institute of Architects (AIA) Award for
Architectural Merit in 1969. Source:
Lucretia Little History Room, Mill
Valley Public Library.
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Social & Religious Institutions

Similar to institutional development in other areas, such as public education, social and religious
institutions expanded in the postwar era and new institutions were founded in Mill Valley, reflecting
the growing population. In 1952, the Odd Fellows Temple, IOOF Lodge #399, purchased 142
Throckmorton Avenue, the former Hub Theater which had been built in 1915. Notable expansion
of religious institutions included the new Our Lady of Mount Carmel church in 1968 and the new
First Church of Christ Scientist at 279 Camino Alto, designed by Charles Warren Callister and
completed in 1965. The Mill Valley Baptist Church at 285 Miller Avenue was dedicated in 1952,
after a congregation had formed in 1946.301 By 1974, the Buddhist Temple of Marin moved into
their current location in a 1936 building at 390 Miller Avenue.302

Odd Fellows Temple at 142 Throckmorton (pictured in 1967). The building was constructed in 1915
as the Hub Theater which closed in 1929 when the Sequoia Theater opened; the building is now a
performance venue called the Throckmorton Theater.
Source: Lucretia Little History Room, Mill Valley Public Library.

In 1955, a parochial school now occupied by the Greenwood School was constructed next door to
the Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic church, as well as a convent nearby in 1959.303 The church,
built in 1917, was later demolished in 1956 to clear the site for a parking lot for the new, larger
church designed by architect H. T. Houweling of Burlingame. The church took 12 years to
complete, and was dedicated in 1968; in the meantime, the congregation had to hold services in the
school auditorium. The new Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church is an iconic work of Expressionist
Modernism, featuring a twelve-sided building with a huge spire; the location on a hill just east of
Lytton Square makes the church a visual landmark in Mill Valley.
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Third Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church (3 Oakdale Avenue) designed by H. T. Houweling and
completed in 1968.

RECREATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Sports and recreation facilities were improved and expanded, as were social and fraternal
organizations. In 1957, architects Campbell & Wong and landscape architect Robert Royston helped
design a recreation center known as “Project 17” due to the roughly 17-acre site at the southeast
corner of Camino Alto and East Blithedale Avenue at the tip of Richardson Bay. The old Ranch
Wagon Restaurant building was purchased by the City of Mill Valley for $1.00 and barged to the
Project 17 site to function as a public recreation center where the marshes were infilled with dirt
from surrounding developments.304 In the late 1970s, the City began a project to convert the strip of
land to the south into an extension of the recreation center known now as Bayfront Park.

Mill Valley Recreation Center, formerly a restaurant building, being moved to the Project 17 site
(pictured in 1963). Source: Lucretia Little History Room, Mill Valley Public Library.
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Mill Valley, of course, has a long tradition of outdoor recreation and sporting, which was continued
through the postwar development with the addition of more parks, open spaces, and sports fields.
As subdivisions were being developed throughout Mill Valley during the postwar period, the
neighborhoods would often set aside land for public parks as was the case in Scott Highlands Park,
Freeman Park and Sycamore Park in Sycamore Village, and Hauke Park near Enchanted Knolls.
Larger areas, such as the Camino Alto Open Space Preserve, were also set aside for trails and
undeveloped wilderness.305 Baseball, tennis, and golf were all favorite pastimes throughout the
twentieth century in Mill Valley. In addition to the public tennis courts at Boyle Park which were
built in 1938, the Mill Valley Tennis Club was founded in 1929. In 1964, architect John Field
designed a new clubhouse in unique Second Bay Tradition style for the Mill Valley Tennis Club.
Although much beloved, Mill Valley’s Cascade Dam and Reservoir had a challenging history during
the postwar period. The dam was originally constructed in 1893 for use as the town’s water supply.
Residents largely avoided places like Cascade Reservoir during the polio outbreaks in 1945 to the
1950s because the disease can be spread through water. Growing concerns about safety after a
drowning and complaints about overwhelming numbers of nude sunbathers led the Mill Valley City
Council to mandate the draining of the reservoir in 1976.306

Boyle Park Tennis Courts, built 1938 (photograph not
dated). Source: Mill Valley Patch.

Mill Valley Tennis Club (founded 1929), clubhouse
designed by Architect John Field built 1964.

Sunbathing at Cascade Dam (pictured in 1969).
Source: Lucretia Little History Room, Mill Valley Public Library.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Postwar San Francisco was a wellspring of literary and musical innovation – the city was home to
the orbit of poets and writers who circled around City Lights Books and formed the Beat
Generation of the 1950s, which gave way to the counterculture movement of the 1960s, the HaightAshbury hippie scene, and the 1967 Summer of Love. Given the proximity to San Francisco, many
of these artistic and cultural influences found their way to Mill Valley, and the city developed its own
vibrant arts culture.
In 1956, San Francisco-born Beat poet Gary Snyder moved into a cabin on a property owned by
another poet, Locke McCorkle, at 370 Montford Avenue. Snyder named the cabin Marin-An and
invited his good friend, writer Jack Kerouac, to live with him during the summer of 1956. Kerouac
wrote about his experiences at Marin-An with Snyder in his book The Dharma Bums in 1957, shortly
after On the Road was published in December 1956. Kerouac’s and Snyder’s engagement with
Buddhist practices during this time was chronicled in their writing, and The Dharma Bums in
particular is considered to be a major influence in the popular American interest in Buddhism. The
Marin-An cabin was demolished in 1961 after being condemned. Another famed popularizer of
Buddhism for Western audiences, Alan Watts, also lived nearby at 310 Laverne Avenue from 1956
to 1963.307
On June 10 and 11, 1967, over 36,000 people filled the 4,000-seat Sidney B. Cushing Memorial
Amphitheater, home of the Mountain Play, for the KFRC Fantasy Fair and Magic Mountain Music
Festival. Held just one week before the legendary Monterey International Pop Festival, the Magic
Mountain Festival is generally considered to be the first open-air rock festival and was representative
of the Summer of Love atmosphere in the Bay Area.308

The Doors playing at the KFRC Fantasy Fair and Magic Mountain Music Festival at Sidney B. Cushing
Memorial Amphitheater during the 1967 Summer of Love. Source: StereoLP.blospot.com
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In 1969 the Mill Valley City Council discussed an “anti-hippie” law and in 1974 amplified music was
banned at the Sweetwater Saloon and Old Mill Tavern.309 The Sweetwater had opened in 1972 in
small storefront previously occupied by a bar called the Office, at 153 Throckmorton Avenue. The
Sweetwater even while hosting major rock musicians from Jerry Garcia to Odetta to Townes Van
Zandt, remained in its small 90-seat location until it closed in 2007. However, about five years later,
the owners reopened as the Sweetwater Music Hall at 19 Corte Madera Ave, the former Masonic
Temple (renovated at the ground floor). In June 1975, the San Francisco Chronicle reported on the
“biggest rock wedding in ages,” which took place at Three Groves, next to Stolte Grove and just
down the road from Marin-An, in Homestead Valley.310 The bassist of Jefferson Airplane, Pete
Sears, married a Mill Valley local, Jeanette Dilger, and the event brought in an array of rock star
musicians. Despite cultural tensions between Mill Valley residents and the perceived nuisance of
certain elements of “hippie culture,” the city has been home to many musicians including Sammy
Hagar, Janis Joplin, Huey Lewis, Bonnie Raitt, Pete Sears, Bob Weir, and Jerry Garcia.

Interior view of the original Sweetwater Saloon, 2004.
Source: Wikimedia Commons.

Exterior view of the original Sweetwater Saloon in
2004 at 153 Throckmorton Ave. The building now
houses two retail clothing stores. Source:
Wikimedia Commons.

A number of Mill Valley’s most beloved traditions began in the postwar period, including the Mill
Valley Fall Arts Festival and the Mill Valley Film Festival. Started as the Arts Festival in 1957 with a
few artists exhibiting work in downtown storefronts and hosted in Depot Plaza for a few years, the
Mill Valley Fall Arts Festival grew and was incorporated in 1962. The Fall Arts Festival has since
been hosted annually at Old Mill Park and features visual arts, crafts, music, and performance. The
Mill Valley Film Festival was officially founded in 1978 by Mark Fishkin, but began as a three-day
event in October 1977 at the Throckmorton Theater (former Hub Theater and Odd Fellows Hall) at
142 Throckmorton. In addition to hosting screening and events throughout Mill Valley at venues
including the Sequoia Theater and Outdoor Art Club, the Mill Valley Film Festival has since grown
to include venues in neighboring cities; the 11-day festival now draws over 200 filmmakers and
75,000 attendees each year, and is considered on par with film festivals such as Cannes and
Telluride.
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Beatnik poets and writers including
Allen Ginsberg and Philip Whalen
at Rock Spring on Mount
Tamalpais celebrating the Buddha’s
birthday (pictured April 8, 1968).
Source: Bob Greensfelder/Mill
Valley Historical Society Review
(Spring 2015).

Wedding of Pete
Sears (left) and
Jeanette Dilger
(center) at Three
Groves in Mill Valley
(pictured June 8,
1975). Source: San
Francisco Chronicle.

Mill Valley
Marin County, California

Fall Arts Festival hosted in Depot Plaza
(pictured circa 1958 – 1961). Source: Lucretia
Little History Room, Mill Valley Public
Library.

MILITARY INVOLVEMENT IN THE COLD WAR, KOREAN WAR & VIETNAM WAR
The United States involvement in the Cold War, Korean War, and Vietnam War did not have the
same kind of dramatic impact on Mill Valley as did World War II. Rather than being a hub of
defense workers, Mill Valley saw a number of anti-war protests, especially in response to the
Vietnam War. In February 1968, Mill Valley was the first city to approve a resolution calling for the
immediate withdrawal of American troops from Vietnam, and one march through Mill Valley in
1969 brought as many as 700 protesters.
Mill Valley was actively involved in the Cold War defense efforts, but these were much more
secretive and remote on Mount Tamalpais compared to the bustling of the 20,000 Marinship
shipyard workers. The Mill Valley Air Force Station (MVAFS) was built in 1950 on land owned by
the Marin Municipal Water District at the top of Mount Tamalpais. The MVAFS was integral in the
Cold War Era North American Air Defense Command (NORAD) system, which installed radar
stations throughout the country to detect and provide early warnings of Soviet nuclear and
conventional missiles.311 The NORAD control center was supplemented by the Nike Missile Site at
Fort Barry, which was one of 300 Nike missile sites built and operated in the United States during
the Cold War.312 In 1974, the Black Liberation Army reportedly threatened to attack the Mill Valley
Air Force Base.313 While the MVAFS employed military personnel, it seems that some airmen had
additional time on their hands – the Daily Independent Journal ran an article in 1954 noting that some
airmen were looking for second part-time jobs in Mill Valley, and the MVAFS also had time to field
a softball team that competed against other local Mill Valley teams.314 Through the 50s to 70s, Marin
County builders and contractors often won bids to construct or repair buildings and infrastructure at
the MVAFS, stimulating the local economy and labor market.315 After the lease expired for the
MVAFS in 1980, the land was returned to the Marin Municipal Water District, but some of the
structures are still extant – including the radar dome which is now somewhat of a visual landmark.
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Aerial view of Mill Valley Air Force Station, looking east (pictured circa 1968). Radar dome visible
at the far east end of the station. Source: California State Military Museums.

ASSOCIATED PROPERTY TYPES & REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS (1946 – 1980)
The overarching theme of this period is the postwar development of Mill Valley, including
residential, commercial, and institutional development. Additional themes include transportation and
infrastructure development, which covers sub-themes related to highway development and the
dredging of Richardson Bay and infill of surrounding marshes.
The population of Mill Valley grew significantly during and immediately after World War II due to
the influx of defense workers and the postwar “baby boom.” As a result, residential development
was both a primary goal of the city and a major source of contention amongst residents as the City
of Mill Valley debated how to balance housing, affordability, and the bucolic redwoods character of
the area. Most of the residential development during the postwar period was characterized by singlefamily home subdivision tract development and multi-family residential complexes, which had
previously been smaller and less common in Mill Valley. Additionally, during the postwar period
Modernist architecture and landscape architecture was explored and developed throughout the
country, and a unique Bay Area regional idiom of Modernism became known as the Second and
Third Bay Traditions. Many significant examples of the Second and Third Bay Traditions are found
in Mill Valley, designed by master architects and landscape architects based in San Francisco and
Marin.
Similar to residential development, major institutional development in the postwar period in Mill
Valley was tied to the population boom, which resulted in new and expanded services. Important
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institutional developments during the period included the expansion of the Mill Valley School
District, construction of new churches, construction of the new Mill Valley Public Library, and the
foundation of cultural institutions such as the Mill Valley Film Festival and Mill Valley Fall Arts
Festival. The Mill Valley Air Force Station was also constructed on Mount Tamalpais in 1950 as part
of Cold War defense efforts; however, while the Vietnam War prompted numerous citizen protests,
there was limited development impact on the incorporated area of Mill Valley by military operations
during the Cold War, Korean War, and Vietnam War.
The following are in-depth discussions of the extant property types constructed during this period,
including their massing and materials, associated architectural styles, and any known clusters of
development. Each property type is also accompanied by a discussion of significance and the
integrity thresholds necessary to qualify them as historic resources.
RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS

The overwhelming majority of properties from this era are residential, ranging from relatively
modest single-family tract homes to architect-designed custom homes. Additionally, multi-family
residences, including duplexes, apartments, and condominiums, become much more common in this
period especially in the late 1960s and 1970s; multi-family residential buildings and complexes are
most commonly found along lower Miller Avenue and on Shelter Ridge. Most of the larger,
architect-designed single-family homes appear scattered as infill throughout the older residential
areas in the hills of Mill Valley. On the other hand, the majority of single-family housing from this
period is in larger subdivisions near Camino Alto and East Blithedale. Developments such as
Enchanted Knolls, Scott Valley, and Scott Highlands tend to be far more self-contained,
homogenous, and laid out according to non-linear street patterns than most earlier development in
Mill Valley (with the notable exception of Sycamore Village).
Regardless of location, most residences within subdivisions of this period share many similarities. All
or nearly all are of wood frame construction, and typically rectangular or L-shaped in plan. Buildings
are typically set back from the street, featuring both front and rear yards. One-story houses
predominate, although two-story split-level designs are also present. Hip or gable roofs are most
common, and most would have originally featured exposed rafter tails at the roofline; more eclectic
roofs such as neo-mansard and Dutch gable roofs are also found throughout tract developments.
Wood shiplap siding and stucco are the most common cladding materials. Driveways and integral
garages also become widespread during this period.
Single-family residential architecture of the period was most often expressed in Minimal Traditional,
or California Ranch styles. However, Modern styles such as Midcentury Modern, Second Bay
Tradition, and Third Bay Tradition were also not uncommon, and include some notable architectdesigned examples. Multi-family residential developments of this period typically feature Modern
styles such as Midcentury Modern, Second Bay Tradition and Third Bay Tradition.
The following section provides an outline of the relevant residential architectural styles and the
character-defining features associated with each style:
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Architectural Styles & Character Defining Features

1. Minimal Traditional Style (1945 – early 1950s)
▪
▪
▪
▪

106 Ryan Avenue, built 1947. A Goheen house in
Sycamore Village, or “Goheen Gulch,” constructed
after the end of World War II.

▪
▪
▪

Rectangular or L-shaped massing
One-story in height
Hipped roof, or eaveless gable roofs,
often in a side and front-facing gable
configuration
Typically, wood shiplap, wood shingle, or
stucco siding
Porches with wood posts
Exterior brick chimney
Garages are often detached, but may be
attached, and set back from the main
house

2. California Ranch Style (1945 – 1970s)
▪
▪
▪

11 Azalea Drive, built 1960. Typical L-plan Ranch
house with entry porch. (Source: Google Maps,
June 2011)

▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

3 Azalea Drive, built 1960. An example of a splitlevel ranch house with shiplap siding.
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▪

Rectangular or shallow L-shaped massing
with a horizontal emphasis
Typically, one-story in height, but may be
split-level.
Hipped and cross gable roofs (including
Dutch gables) are typical. Neo-mansard
roofs are also possible, but less common.
Shallow eaves, often with exposed rafter
tails
Typically, shiplap wood, wood shingle, or
stucco siding
Interior or exterior brick chimneys are
common
Integral porches with wood posts, or
shed extensions of the main roof at the
entry.
Frequently an integrated garage, or garage
that projects out like a snout.
Decorative window shutters
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3. Midcentury Modern Style (1945 – 1970s)
▪

▪
▪
▪
30 Ralston Avenue, built 1963. Excellent example of
Midcentury Modern design, featuring a butterfly roof.

▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Shelter Bay Apartments, built 1965. Example of
Midcentury Modern design by architect John Lord
King in a multi-family residential complex.

Flat and low-pitched gable roof are
most common; butterfly roofs and flat
roof with central steep gable roofs are
also possible
Overhanging eaves with exposed rafter
tails
Rectangular massing most common
Asymmetrical facades; asymmetrical
windows are not uncommon
Post and beam construction is
common
Cladding often a combination of
stucco, brick, wood or concrete block
May feature an attached garage or
carport
Found in both single-family and multifamily residential buildings
Large expanses of glazing are typical,
including central atriums or clerestory
windows
Strong indoor-outdoor connections
created through glazing, atriums,
courtyards, porches, and/or balconies

4. Second Bay Tradition (1945 – circa 1960s)
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
20 Una Way, built 1967.

▪
▪
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Flat or low-pitched roof
Overhanging eaves with exposed
rafter tails
Post and beam construction is
common
Rectangular massing most common;
horizontally oriented
Asymmetrical facades
Posts or poles supporting gable ends
and overhangs are common
Cladding is typically wood siding,
wood shingles, or board and batten
siding
Ribbon windows and large picture
windows are typical; asymmetrical
windows are not uncommon
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May feature an attached garage or
carport
Strong indoor-outdoor connections
created through glazing, courtyards,
porches, and/or balconies
Atriums, trellises, and pergolas are
typical landscape features

300 Miller Avenue, built 1971. Second Bay Tradition
home elevated over a carport.

5. Third Bay Tradition (1965 – 1980s)
▪
▪

260 Cascade Drive, built 1974. Excellent example of
shed roof elements on a Third Bay Tradition
residence.

▪
▪
▪
▪

Composition of asymmetrical,
geometric masses, emphasizing
verticality
Shed or sawtooth roofs; or flat roof
with shed roof elements
Asymmetrical facades
Vertical wood or wood shingle siding
Large expanses of glazing
Found in both single-family and
multi-family residential buildings

Apartments at 150 Miller Avenue, built 1970. Example
of Third Bay Tradition in multi-family housing,
designed by John O’Brien Armstrong.
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Significance

The following table discusses the significance of residential buildings from this era according to
criteria established by the National Register of Historic Places and California Register of Historical
Resources.
National/
California
Register
A/1

B/2

C/3

Significance

Discussion

Events

Residential buildings from this period are largely associated with the
postwar housing boom theme. However, residential buildings are
unlikely to be significant solely for their association with the theme of
postwar housing, as the developments tend to mirror patterns which
were widespread in California. A residential home, if also used as a
recording studio, may be found to be significant for association with
arts and entertainment history.
Persons
A residential building from this period might be significant for its
association with a person important to Mill Valley’s history. If this is the
case, however, the residence should be the best or only remaining
property capable of representing that person’s achievements or reasons
for being significant.
Architecture/ Residential buildings from this period may be significant for their
Design
architecture, as expressed by intact stylistic features, forms or
construction methods. Buildings might also qualify as the work of a
master architect or prominent builder, and landscapes might also qualify
as the work of a master landscape architect. Buildings may be
individually significant if they demonstrate significant architectural
merits, including important examples of the Second and Third Bay
Tradition by designers including, but not limited to, Campbell & Wong;
Wurster, Bernardi & Emmons; Charles Warren Callister; Daniel
Liebermann; Robert Royston; and Herman Hein. Alternatively,
buildings may be qualified as contributors to a historic district.

Integrity

In order to be eligible for listing in the local, state, or national historic registers, a residential property
must retain sufficient integrity to convey its significance. While most buildings undergo change over
time, alterations should not significantly change the essential historic character of the buildings.
Properties constructed during this period are fairly numerous, and have had less time to acquire
alterations than previous periods. Thus, a stricter interpretation of integrity is warranted.
Additions to residential buildings of the period are not uncommon, including highly visible vertical
additions. Buildings qualified as individual resources should retain all or nearly all of their original
features.
Minimum Eligibility Requirements:
▪ Clear example of residential architecture from this period
▪ Retains original form, roofline, and massing
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Retains the original pattern of window and doors
Retains most of its original entry, window and/or roofline ornamentation, or lack thereof.
Replacement of original doors and windows can be acceptable, but replacements must
conform to the original door/window pattern and the size of the openings.
Replacement of the original cladding is only acceptable as long as long as all, or nearly all
other original features are retained.

Other Integrity Considerations:
▪ Rear or side additions should be carefully evaluated. Additions that compromise a building’s
form, scale, and indoor-outdoor connection are not acceptable.
▪ The retention of original windows greatly enhances integrity of materials. However, far more
important is that the building retains its original pattern of windows, and that any
replacement windows(s) are located within the original frame openings.
▪ The presence of original site or landscape features enhances a property’s historic character.
Properties that retain elements such as walls, fountains, heritage trees and designed gardens
(especially those designed by master landscape architects such as Robert Royston or
Lawrence Halprin), are more likely to qualify for individual listing in the California or
National Register.
COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS

Commercial development in Mill Valley appears to have
been primarily concentrated along the Miller Avenue
corridor during this period. A major differentiation
between pre- and post-war commercial buildings is the
clear orientation to automobiles as evidenced by parking
lots and driveways. Whereas previously, most commercial
buildings were constructed flush with the sidewalk, postwar commercial buildings are usually set back or
constructed on lots large enough to accommodate a
parking area. Buildings are typically one to two stories in
height, and roof shapes are typically flat. Modern
architecture became the norm in commercial architecture
at this time, generally as modest examples of Midcentury
414 Miller Avenue, built 1947. This commercial
Modern design in Mill Valley. Likewise, construction
property was constructed from four Quonset
methods shift away from brick masonry structures to the structures, which are prefabricated corrugated steel
structures that were developed in World War I and
near universal use of reinforced concrete or concrete
fabricated by the thousands during World War II.
block with stucco cladding—although frame structures
are still possible.
While Modern architectural styles were the most common
during this period of commercial development, examples
of more eclectic revival styles are also extant – including
Spanish Colonial Revival and Tudor Revival.
Storefronts are usually configured as window walls
featuring plate glass and metal assemblies, and entries
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El Paseo, 17 Throckmorton Avenue, renovated in
1948. Although the Holtum Building facing
Throckmorton is much older, the Spanish Eclectic
El Paseo complex was completed in 1948.
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typically consist of single or paired fully-glazed metal doors. Surviving examples of these buildings
are almost always located in proximity to major automobile travel routes.
Significance

The following table discusses the significance of commercial buildings from this era according to
criteria established by the National Register of Historic Places and California Register of Historical
Resources.
National/
California
Register
A/1

B/2

C/3

Significance

Discussion

Events

Commercial buildings from this period may be significant for
associations with the theme of midcentury commercial development in
Mill Valley. However, few buildings are likely to be individually
significant, but rather would be best qualified as contributors associated
with a larger development, or in the context of commercial strip
developments.
Persons
A commercial building from this period might be significant for its
association with a person important to Mill Valley’s history. If this is the
case, however, the building should be the best or only remaining
property capable of representing that person’s achievements or reasons
for being significant.
Architecture/ Commercial buildings from this period may be significant for their
Design
architecture, as expressed by intact stylistic features, forms or
construction methods. Buildings might also qualify as the work of a
prominent architect or builder. Individual resources should be good
examples of types and/or styles, and retain a substantial amount of their
original features.

Integrity

In order to be eligible for listing in the local, state, or national historic register, a commercial
property must retain sufficient integrity to convey its significance as part of commercial
development during this period. While most buildings undergo change over time, alterations should
not significantly change the essential historic character of the building. These properties have not
had as long to accumulate alterations, and thus a stricter interpretation of integrity is warranted.
Buildings would typically meet the threshold for addition to the local register as a district contributor
if they meet the minimum eligibility requirements. Buildings qualified as individual resources should
retain a substantial majority of their original features.
Minimum Eligibility Requirements:
▪ Clear example of commercial architecture from this period
▪ Retains original form, roofline and massing
▪ Retains all or nearly all of the original storefront configuration.
▪ Retains a substantial portion of its original ornamentation
▪ Retains original cladding
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Other Integrity Considerations:
▪ Replacement of doors and windows on secondary facades may be acceptable as long as the
original storefront configuration is retained.
▪ Additions are generally only acceptable if they are set back from the primary facade and
respect the building’s essential form. In particular, rear additions that have respected the
building’s scale are generally acceptable.
▪ Prior replacement of doors and windows can be acceptable, but the replacements must
conform to the original size of the openings. All other character-defining features must be
retained.
LIGHT INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS

Industrial development during this
period appears extremely rare. Most
common would be small
production/repair facilities such as
auto garages, plumbing supply
warehouses, etc. These buildings are
most likely to be located along
Miller Avenue, near the U.S. 101
highway, and Richardson Bay. As
with commercial properties, a major
differentiation between pre- and
post-war industrial architecture is a
clear orientation to
automobiles/trucks as evidenced by
driveways, loading platforms and
large vehicular openings.

9 Montford Avenue, built circa 1950s. This building appears to have
been constructed for automobile services, the same function it has
today.

Buildings are typically one or two stories in height, and reinforced concrete, concrete block or steel
frame construction is near universal. Stucco cladding is typical, and roof shapes are typically flat.
Though many industrial buildings of this period are utilitarian and have restrained ornamentation,
International Style-influenced architecture may also be apparent.
Significance

The following table discusses the significance of industrial buildings from this era according to
criteria established by the National Register of Historic Places and California Register of Historical
Resources.
National/
California
Register
A/1
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Discussion

Events

Industrial development was limited during this period; however, light
industrial buildings from this period may be significant for their
association with events such as the development of new or influential
manufacturing methods, or the establishment of a prominent company.
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Persons

An industrial building from this period might be significant for its
association with a person important to Mill Valley’s history. If this is the
case, however, the building should be the best or only remaining
property capable of representing that person’s achievements or reasons
for being significant.
Architecture/ Industrial buildings from this period may be significant for their
Design
architecture, as expressed by intact stylistic features, forms or
construction methods. Buildings might also qualify as the work of a
prominent architect or builder. Individual resources should be good
examples of types and/or styles, and retain a substantial amount of their
original features.

Integrity

In order to be eligible for listing in the local, state, or national historic registers, a commercial
property must retain sufficient integrity to convey its significance as part of commercial
development during this period. While most buildings undergo change over time, alterations should
not significantly change the essential historic character of the building. These properties have not
had as long to accumulate alterations, and thus a stricter interpretation of integrity is warranted.
Buildings would typically meet the threshold for historic designation as a contributing resource if
they meet the minimum eligibility requirements. Buildings qualified as individual resources should
retain all or nearly all of their original features.
Minimum Eligibility Requirements:
▪ Clear example of industrial architecture from this period
▪ Retains original form, roofline and massing
▪ Retains original work bays/vehicular openings
▪ Retains original cladding
▪ Retains original pattern of windows and doors
Other Integrity Considerations:
▪ The replacement of the original cladding is generally a detriment to integrity. However, it
may be acceptable if enough character-defining features are retained such that the building
can be clearly read as historic. In these instances, buildings should typically only be registered
as contributors to a district, rather than as individual resources.
▪ Rear additions that have respected the scale of the original building are generally acceptable.
However, more recent additions, especially those that compromise a building’s form and
scale, are not acceptable.
▪ Prior replacement of doors and windows can be acceptable, but the replacements must
conform to the original size of the openings. All other character-defining features must be
retained.
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INSTITUTIONAL BUILDINGS

Institutional buildings developed during this period are
generally reflective of Mill Valley’s population growth
during the war years and the need to upgrade civic
facilities. These include the Marin Terrace School,
upgrades to Tamalpais High School, new churches, and
the new Mill Valley Public Library. Institutional
buildings from this period are typically in a Modernist
style, including Midcentury Modern, Second Bay
Tradition, Third Bay Tradition or International Style,
but range in terms of massing and monumentality.
Exceptional examples include the iconic expressionist
Modern Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church and the
Second Bay Tradition Mill Valley Public Library.
Significance

The following table discusses the significance of
institutional buildings from this era according to
criteria established by the National Register of Historic
Places and California Register of Historical Resources.
National/
California
Register
A/1

B/2

C/3

June 7, 2021

Significance

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church at 3
Oakdale Avenue, built 1968. Designed by
architect H. T. Houweling with an
expressionist take on Modernist design.

Discussion

Events

Institutional buildings from this period may be significant for their
association with Mill Valley’s post-war civic development—particularly
if they are indicative of the need to upgrade facilities after Mill Valley’s
population growth associated with World War II.
Persons
An institutional building from this period might be significant for its
association with a person important to Mill Valley’s history. If this is the
case, however, the building should be the best or only remaining
property capable of representing that person’s achievements or reasons
for being significant.
Architecture/ Institutional buildings from this period may be significant for their
Design
architecture, as expressed by intact stylistic features, forms or
construction methods, including important examples of the Second and
Third Bay Tradition. Buildings might also qualify as the work of a
master architect or prominent builder. Individual resources should be
good examples of types and/or styles, and retain a substantial amount
of their original features. Examples would include Wurster, Bernardi &
Emmons’ Mill Valley Public Library, designed in the Second Bay
Tradition style.
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Integrity

In order to be eligible for listing in the local, state, or national historic register, an institutional
property must retain sufficient integrity to convey its significance. While most buildings undergo
change over time, alterations should not significantly change the essential historic character of the
building. These properties have not had as long to accumulate alterations, and thus a stricter
interpretation of integrity is warranted. Buildings should retain a substantial majority of their original
features.
Minimum Eligibility Requirements:
▪ Clear example of an institutional property from this period
▪ Retains original form, roofline and massing
▪ Substantially retains original pattern of windows and doors
▪ Retains original cladding
▪ Retains most of its original ornamentation
▪ Replacement of doors and windows can be acceptable as long as they conform to the
original pattern and size of the openings
Other Integrity Considerations:
▪ Rear and side additions should be carefully evaluated. Additions that compromise a
building’s form and scale are not acceptable.
▪ The retention of original windows greatly enhances integrity of materials. However, far more
important is that the building retains its original pattern of windows, and that any
replacement windows(s) are located within the original frame openings.
▪ Prior replacement of doors and windows can be acceptable, but the replacements must
conform to the original size of the openings. All other character-defining features must be
retained.
RECREATIONAL PROPERTIES

A number of parks were established and
developed during the postwar period, especially
in association with new housing subdivisions
and developments; these include Scott
Highlands Park, Freeman Park, Sycamore Park,
and Hauke Park. Improvements to existing
parks and recreational areas included the
construction of the Second Bay Tradition style
clubhouse by architect John Field at the Mill
Valley Tennis Club. Additionally, in response to
growing concerns about the loss of natural lands
to housing development, the City of Mill Valley
set aside larger undeveloped open spaces such as
Mill Valley Tennis Club clubhouse designed by
architect John Field in the Second Bay Tradition style,
the Camino Alto Open Space.
built 1964.

The dredging of Richardson Bay for a planned boat harbor was a significant project during this
period, and while it never was never completed as planned it did result in the development of
Project 17 which became known as Bayfront Park. A former restaurant building was barged to the
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Project 17 to function as a community recreation center, but has since been replaced with larger
facilities. The original master plan and landscape design of Bayfront Park was prepared by architects
Campbell & Wong with landscape architects Royston, Hanamoto, Beck & Abey.

Aerial view of Bayfront Park. Recreational properties such as parks are expected to undergo change over
time. Changes to Bayfront Park include the re-landscaping of sports fields.
Source: Abey Arnold Associates, Landscape Architects.

Significance

The following table discusses the significance of recreational properties from this era according to
criteria established by the National Register of Historic Places and California Register of Historical
Resources.
National/
California
Register
A/1

B/2
C/3
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Significance

Discussion

Events

Recreational properties from this period may be significant for their
association with Mill Valley’s post-war development—particularly if
they are indicative of the need to upgrade facilities after Mill Valley’s
population growth associated with World War II—or with burgeoning
environmentalist movements as a reaction to encroaching housing
development.
Persons
Recreational properties are typically designed to serve groups rather
than individuals, and thus are unlikely to be significant for their
association with a single person.
Architecture/ Recreational properties, which may include buildings, structures, and/or
Design
designed landscape features, from this period may be significant for
their architecture or landscape architecture, as expressed by intact
stylistic features, forms or construction methods; this might include
important examples of the Second and Third Bay Tradition architecture
or Modernist landscape architecture. Buildings might also qualify as the
work of a master architect or prominent builder, and landscapes might
also qualify as the work of a master landscape architect; these might
include Campbell & Wong and Robert Royston. Individual resources
should be good examples of types and/or styles, and retain a substantial
number of their original features in order to convey the original
designer’s intent.
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Integrity

In order to be eligible for listing in the local, state, or national historic registers, a recreational
property from this period must retain sufficient integrity to convey its significance in association
with development during this period. While all recreational properties are expected to undergo
change over time, these changes should not significantly change the essential historic character of
the property. The property should still convey its original function associated with recreational
activities. Particularly if a property is found to be significant under Criterion C/3
(Architecture/Design), the property should be able to convey its original design intent through
landscape features, circulation, materials, vegetation, and topography. Because the forms and specific
functions of recreational property types vary to a large extent in Mill Valley, a cohesive table of
minimum eligibility requirements is not applicable
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G. Post-Script: 1981 to Present
Since 1980, growth in Mill Valley has slowed dramatically.316 The population growth of the city in
the 1980s was under one percent, and has been under five percent in every decade since. Residential
development has been largely limited to scattered infill development or, more likely, demolition and
new construction of single-family houses since most lots had already been built out by the 1980s. A
few multi-family residential projects were completed on Shelter Ridge and lower Miller Avenue. In
tandem with the slowing of population growth, Mill Valley has seen limited institutional and civic
development in the recent decades. In the 1980s, Mill Valley saw many of its long-time local
businesses shutter as national retail trends changed the commercial landscape; more restaurants, art
galleries, and boutique clothing stores replaced locally-owned hardware and drugstores.317 However,
more recently many of the storefronts in downtown Mill Valley have been remodeled and have new
businesses, such that downtown Mill Valley still retains the commercial and social atmosphere of a
small town. During the 1980s, the southern stretch of Miller Avenue was home to a number of
larger national chains such as KFC, Taco Bell, and car dealerships. While the Miller Avenue strip still
features large commercial buildings and parcels with some national retailers such as Safeway and
Whole Foods, recent commercial trends have shifted more toward local businesses and local chain
retailers.

Downtown Mill Valley, looking northeast (pictured 1990). Lytton Square and Miller Avenue visible in
middle left, and the Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church visible in center right. Source: Lucretia Little
History Room, Mill Valley Public Library.
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B. Mill Valley Historic Overlay Districts
The following is excerpted from the Mill Valley Municipal Code, current through Ordinance 1296
and the November 2017 code supplement. The Mill Valley Municipal Code can be found in-full, and
up-to-date, at Mill Valley City Hall or online at
http://qcode.us/codes/millvalley/?view=desktop&topic=20.
CHAPTER 20.54 H-O DISTRICTS – HISTORIC OVERLAY DISTRICTS
20.54.010 H-O Overlay District – Creation

There is hereby created an Overlay Zoning District to be known as H-O Historic Overlay District
which may be combined with any of the basic zoning districts designated in this title and applied to
any individual property or group of properties. The addition of the H-O Historic Overlay District
designation to any basic district shall not operate to reduce or eliminate any requirements established
by the basic district regulations or other requirements contained in this title applicable to any district
to which the H-O Historic Overlay District is added, unless expressly provided herein; provided,
however, that if any of the regulations specified in this chapter for the H-O Historic Overlay District
conflict with the basic district regulations, then the regulations of this chapter shall apply.
The purpose of the H-O Historic Overlay District is to promote the general welfare of the public
through:
A. The protection, enhancement, perpetuation and use of structures, sites and areas that
are reminders of people, events, or eras, or which provide significant examples of
architectural styles and physical surroundings in which past generations lived;
B. The development and maintenance of appropriate settings for such structures, site or
areas;
C. The enhancement of property values, the stabilization of neighborhoods and the
increase of economic and financial benefits to the City and its residents;
D. The enrichment of the cultural and educational dimensions of human life by
encouraging study and enjoyment of our historical heritage. (Ord. 972 § 1, December 15,
1980)
20.54.0202 Powers and duties of Planning Commission.

The Planning Commission:
A. On its own initiative or upon application of any person (whether the owner of the
property or not) and payment of the fee established by resolution of the City Council, the
Planning Commission shall hold public hearings and make recommendations to the City
Council on the creation of H-O Historic Overlay Districts.
B. May establish and maintain a list of structures and other landmarks deserving official
recognition although not designated as Historic Overlay Districts, and take appropriate
measures which, although not constituting mandatory regulations, will encourage the
continued preservation of such structures or landmarks.
C. May, upon request of the property owner, advise with respect to any proposed work
not requiring a City permit within an H-O Overlay District. Such work may include, but is
not limited to, painting and repainting of exterior surfaces, roofing, fencing, landscaping,
glazing and installation of lighting fixtures. Such advice, although not mandatory, shall be
designed to preserve the historic characteristics of the property.
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20.54.030 H-O District Regulations.

A. All applications for construction, alteration, demolition or sign permits within any H-O
Historic Overlay District shall be subject to Design Review as provided in Chapter 20.66 of
this title, if such permit involves the construction of any new structure, the demolition of any
existing structure, exterior alterations or any interior alterations which would affect the
exterior of any structure. In addition to other matters set forth in this title, the United States
Secretary of the Interior’s “Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for Rehabilitating
Historic Buildings,” GPO 937-843, with its latest revisions, subject to such considerations as
may be appropriate for local Mill Valley conditions, shall be utilized as guidelines in
exercising Design Review.
B. The Zoning Administrator may approve any application referred to in subsection A of
this section, or may suspend the action of all City departments on such application for a
period not to exceed 180 days. The City Council may extend the suspension for an
additional period not to exceed 180 days, if such extension is made not more than 90 days
and not less than 30 days prior to the expiration of the original 180-day period. During such
suspension, the Zoning Administrator shall consult with civic groups such as the Mill Valley
Historical Society, historic preservation organizations, public agencies, and interested citizens
and shall make recommendations to the City Council for acquisition of the property by
public or private bodies or agencies, explore the possibility of moving one or more
structures, and take any other reasonable measures necessary to further the purposes of this
chapter. If, at the expiration of the suspension period, the City has not taken such action as
will legally preclude the issuance of the permit applied for, then the application shall be
processed.
C. If the applicant presents facts clearly demonstrating to the satisfaction of the Zoning
Administrator that failure to approve the application will work immediate and substantial
hardship because of the conditions peculiar to a particular structure or other feature of the
property, and such hardship has not been created by an act of the owner in anticipation of
action under this chapter, the Zoning Administrator may approve such application even
though it does not meet the standards set forth herein. Personal, family or financing
difficulties, loss of prospective profits and neighboring violations are not justifiable
hardships.
D. None of the provisions of this chapter shall prevent any reasonable measures of
construction, alteration or demolition necessary to correct any condition which has been
declared unsafe or dangerous by the City and where the proposed corrective measures have
been declared necessary by the City.
E. The owner, lessee and any other person in actual charge or possession of any property
within an H-O Historic Overlay District shall keep in good repair all exterior portions of any
structure on such property and all interior portions, the maintenance of which may be
necessary to prevent deterioration of any exterior portion. Building permit fees for such
maintenance and repair shall be waived.
F. The Building/Zoning Code Inspector may apply the provisions of regular building
standards and building regulations adopted pursuant to California Health and Safety
Code Section 18958, or any combination of regular and alternative building standards and
building regulations, in permitting repairs, alterations, and additions necessary for the
preservation, restoration, rehabilitation, moving or continued use of an historical building or
structure. (Ord. 972, December 15, 1980; Ord. 1123 § 5, August 2, 1993)
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