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Photo, pages 2 and 3, was taken in 1950 from
the mountain railway roadbed. San Francisco
skyline is seen on the horizon beyond the
"Garden of Allah" at the Ralston L. White
Retreat. The original Richardson Bay Bridge can
be seen spanning the Bay.

The O utdoor Art Club was fou nded
in 1902 by a group of women, headed
by Mrs. Lovell White, who were con
cerned about preserving the natural
beauty of Mill Valley.
The main hall of the clubhouse,
designed by the world-famous architect,
Bernard Maybeck was completed in
1904. The high pitched roof, the soft
glow of wood, the French doors orig
inally opening to porches on either side,
and the massive stone fireplace set off
center, are all typical of the Maybeck
style. However, only once h ad he
designed a building where the lower
chords of the roof truss extend through
the roof and meet the vertical support
columns outside on the roof.
For generations the Outdoor Art

C lub has been the setting for all man
ner of celebrations. It has served as
common ground for every community
cause from politics to dancing lessons.
Children whose parents met at an
Outdoor Art Club dance have grown
up and proudly entertained guests at
their children's wedding receptions.
Inside the main door, a framed
certificate proudly announces recogni
tion by the National Register of Historic
Places . Further honors include a C ali
fornia Landmark plaque and a City
Landmark designation as well.
For most of the M emorial Day
Weekend Walks Into History, the
Outdoor Art C lub h as been a co
sponsor with the M ill Valley Historical
Society.
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The canyon of Corte Madera Creek
passed into history in 1834, when John
Reed, an Irishman, who had arrived in
Marin two years earlier, became a Mex
ican citizen in order to receive title to
8,817.88 acres extending from the
Tiburon peninsula to the slopes of
Mount Tamalpais. He was granted
"Corte Madera del Presidio ," (where
wood is cut for the presidio). The rings
and groves of second growth redwoods
not on ly mark the site of former giant
redwoods but tell us that lumber was
the first industry of the area to meet the
needs of the colony across the bay,
"Yerba Buena," now, San Francisco.
The Western edge of Reed's Rancho
shared the land with the larger "Rancho
Sausalito ," a grant that h ad been given
to William Richardson, an Englishman,
who built the first home in Yerba
Buena. His Rancho in cluded t he
Sausalito pen insula to the slopes of
Tamalpais on the west. As there were
no well defined boundaries either on the
maps or on the terrain , the canyon
wilderness could h ave been claimed by
either party. Reed built his sawmill in
Cascade Can yon on land that was later
proved to be Richardson's. By the time
Reed died, in 1843, the Corte M adera
Canyon was still unch arted with neither
roads nor settlements. The woods
sheltered game for hunting and the
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open hillsides provided forage for his
cattle. When California became a state
in 1850, it was imperative to establish
ownersh ip and clear boundaries for the
old M exican land grants. In an early
survey defining the County of M arin , a
large area of land bordered by the
Rancho Sausalito to the west, the Ran
cho C orte Madera del Presidio to the
south-east, and the Rancho de San
Q uentin to the north was designated as
"public land" and, therefore, available
for homesteading. The canyon of Corte
Madera was in this domain.
The first settler was a Mr. King from
Baltimore. He brought his wife and two
children and built a one story farm
house for them in the area of what is
now C ottage Avenue. The land, never
suitable for agriculture, was used for
pasturing dairy cattle. A structure of
river stone and clay mortar was built,
probably before 1850, to cool and store
milk. It survives to the present as part
of the structure of the house at 205
West Blithedale Avenue. After Mr. King
died, probably in the late 1850's, his
widow married a M r. Johnson and their
son , Ben, was the first Anglo child born
in the Canyon. Mr. Johnson left for the
Civil War (1 860-1865) when Ben was
three years old, and never returned .
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Neither King nor Johnson ever filed
claims on their homestead even though
the widow continued to live on the land
until 1873. Her ownership of the land
was never confirmed.
In 1854, the Widow Reed's land claim
was confirmed by the land commission
and upheld in the courts, but this
decision was questioned by Richardso n's
heirs. In 1860, the boundary between
the two land grants was set at Corte
Madera Creek. Richardson's property
encompassed the western slope of C orte
Madera Canyon.

By

1868, regular ferry service was
established from San Francisco to
Sausalito giving access to M ill Valley by
wagon road. It was probably a recrea
tional trip to the area that brought
Corte Madera Canyon to t he attention
of Dr. John Cushing, a homeopath ic
physician from San Francisco, looking
for a healthful climate for himself. He
discovered th at the Ki ng family had not
filed a proper claim to the public lands
which they had homesteaded. In 1883
he filed for a patent on th e Ki ng
property and moved h is family into a
one story house on an open meadow,
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Neither King nor Johnson ever filed
claims on their homestead even tho ugh
the widow continued to live on the land
until 1873. Her ownership of the land
was never confirmed.
In 1854, the W idow Reed's land claim
was confirmed by the land commission
and upheld in the courts, but th is
decision was q uestio ned by Richardso n 's
heirs. In 1860, the boundary between
the two land grants was set at C orte
Madera C reek. Richardso n's property
encompassed the western slope of Corte
Madera C anyon.

By

1868, regular ferry service was
established from San Francisco to
Sausalito giving access to M ill Valley by
wagon road. It was probably a recrea
tional trip to the area that bro ught
Corte Madera Canyon to the attention
of Dr. Jo hn C ush ing, a homeopath ic
physician from San Francisco, looking
for a healthful climate for himself. He
discovered that the King family had not
filed a proper cl aim to the public lands
wh ich they h ad homesteaded. In 1883
he filed for a patent o n the King
property and moved his family into a
one story house on an open meadow,

probably the original King house which
was later greatly enlarged . C ushing
invited his patients and fr iends to come
and camp on the property and ended
the pastoral ph ase of the canyon by
introd ucing the era of "sanitariums" to
M ill Valley. These establishments, in the
in nocent days befo re penicillin, were
created to treat a variety of pulmonary
diseases by isolating those st ricken in
"healthful" remote and rural co nditio ns,
of which C ushing claimed, his
Blithedale was: "T he best place for
recreatio n, for convalescents, for ladies
and children , in the state. "
Dr. C ush ing is also credited with
ch anging the n ame "Corte M adera
Canyon" to Blithedale, afrer a popular
novel titled , "The Blithedale Romance,"
written by Natha niel H awthorne and
published in 1862. C ushing may have
had a personal interest in the works of
Hawthorne via o ne of his relatives,
Caleb C ushing, (1800-1879), who was
U.S. Attorney General under President
Fran klin Pierce, a college fr iend of
Hawthorne's. Caleb may have known
Hawthorne and passed his enth usiasm
for the author on to D r. Cushing. In
read ing the novel, C ush ing may have
been struck by the similarity between

the Brook Farm Experiment on which
the novel is based, and his own idyllic
"farm ." It became a fash ionab le retreat
for the elite of San Francisco and a
distinguished postal address as well .
By 1875 , the North Pacific C oast Rail
road completed a route fro m Sausalito
to M anzanita and over a trestle to
Strawberry by C ollins Summit,
(Tiburon Boulevard south of the
freeway) , on its way north . A junction
gave direct access to "Blithedale" by way
of a dirt road that was to become East
Blithedale Avenue. For 15 years
(1875- 1890) this served as the fastest
access to Blithedale and M ill Valley.
Afrer enjoying a ferry boat trip to
Sausalito and a train ride to Alto ,
visitors were met by a fou r-in-hand stage
and tra nsported over the quaint but
jolting and slow road to the Cush ing
property where the road ended.
A frer Dr. C ushing died, in 1879, the
sanitarium was reopened as a resort
hotel by his widow, H arriet, and his
son, Sidney. D uring the 1880's the
canyo n was a vacationland . T he creek
in full spate was a paradise for fishermen
with salmo n in season and trout the
year around. The earth-fill Blithedale
Dam was constructed near the hotel
and equipped with a fish ladder. It
created a swimming pool large enough
fo r boating. T here were courts for tennis

Far left; Mill Valley & Mt. Tamalpais Scenic
Railroad train coming down Blithedale Can yon
about 1896.
Above ; Blithedale Hotel about 1900.
Below; T he third man from the left is Mr.
Sidney Cushing, president of the M. V & Me.
Tamalpais Scenic Railroad, and owner of the
Blithedale Hotel.
At the bottom; The milkhouse for the Blithe
dale Hotel. May have been built before 1850 of
packed clay and creek cobbles, and
still used as a part of a house
at 205 W. Blithedale.

bedroom community of San Franci:
The construction of private housi
was accompanied by the building 0'
several small resort hotels. O ne of t
first of these was the Hotel Eastlane
built fo r Mrs. Mary Cullen, on lane
purchased at the auction. It stood (
Corte Madera Avenue at Lyon Plac
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The Blithedale Hotel about 1900
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with guests costumed fa T special
entertainment.

and shuttlecock. Horses and mules were
available for riding as well as for
impromptu carriage rides.
"The illustrious society of Blithedale,
though it toiled in downright earnest
ness for the good of mankind, yet not
unfrequently illuminated its laborious
life with an afternoon or evening of
pastime. Picnics under the trees were
considerably in vogue; and , within
doo rs, fragmen tary bits of theatrical
performance, such as single acts of
tragedy or comedy, or dramat ic proverbs
and ch arades ... . Tableaux vivants
were anoth er of our occasional modes of
amusement , in which scarlet shawls, old
silken robes, ruffs, velvets, furs, and all
kinds of miscellaneous trumpery con
verted our familiar companions into the
people of a pictorial world ."
Hawthorne's description of our enter
tainment at "Blithedale" in h is novel,
The Blithedale Romance , describes the
kind of innovative recreation that the
guests of the hotel enjoyed in the
summer evenings in the canyon.
T he resort was a complex of many
buildings: the main house, the King's
old milk house (to which a fireplace was
added when it was converted to a billiard
room) , utility buildings, barns, stables,
and, for guests, many tent platforms,
some of which were later converted into
substantial cottages. M any of the guests
requested the same cottage season after
season in what was to become almost a
proprietary interest. A s there were no
streets, the houses were built at conven
ient angles to each other. This accounts
for the free orientation to the street, of
the house at 195 West Blithedale, built
on the fou ndation of t he original hotel

building and the white shingle cottage
at 188 West Blithedale at an odd angle
to the street. Having no street addresses
the early cottages were given distinctive
n ames. Some were named after the
seasonal occupa nts, such as; "The
Monteagle" and the "Moore" cottages,
while others were known by their func
tio n or distinctive appearance; the
"Parlor House," the "Green Roof" and
the "Yellow House." Among the cot
tages still standing is the "Green Roof"
(172 West Blithedale) now much altered.
It is ironic that the final approval of the
land patents for John Cushing's
homestead claim were not granted until
1884, five years after his death .

T he Cushing famil y is remembered in
the many streets th at were named after
relatives. Sidney Cush ing (Sidney Street)
married Grace Eldridge, (Grace Court,
Eldridge Avenue, after her father) . They
had two children, born in the eighties,
John Cushing, named for his grand
father, (after whom C ushing Drive is
named), and a daughter, Eleanor, (it is
probably coincidence that there is an
Elinor Avenue).
By 1889, Blithedale was made even
more accessible to transportation by the
extension of the Nort h Pacific Railroad
from Sausalito to A lmonte and across
the marshland to Lomita before it pro
ceeded by tunnel to Corte Madera.
The most radical ch ange in the
canyon came as a result of the acquisi
tion of the Richardson-Throck morto n
property by the San Francisco Finance
Corporation in 1889. Samuel Throck
morton's daughter, Susana, granted the

finance company 3,000 acres on the
southern slope of M ount Tamalpais, (in
cluding th e site of M ill Valley west of
Corte Madera Creek), to settle an
indebtedness of $ 100,000 against the
former Richardson Estate. A
corporation called "The T amalpais Land
and Water Company, " was formed
under the chairmansh ip of Joseph
G reen Eastland, a member of the board
of the finan ce company, to administer
the property. He h ired M ichael
O 'Sh aughnessy, the San Francisco
engineer who later designed the Hetch
Hetchy water project for the City of
San Francisco, to survey the lots and
lay out the streets and design a water
supply for the new community, (C ascade
Dam). Corte Madera Avenue was the
main access road into Blithedale
Canyon and it was along this street and
on t he western slope of the canyon that
homes were to spring up. The lots were
sold at a public auction in Old M ill
Park in May, 1890. Although advertised
as "large" lots, most of them were 40'
wide in their narrowest dimension so
that many of the buyers bought several
adjoining lots in order to h ave more
commodious properties.
The new town was named "Eastland"
by a vote of some of h is friends and
during the years before the name M ill
Valley was adopted, many enterprises
were name Eastland, including a resort
hotel in the canyon. Eastland persuaded
the Northwestern Pacific Railroad to
extend a spur into downtown M ill
Valley. Originally intended to carry
freight from A lmonte, by late 1890,
passenger service was offered presaging
the beginning of M ill Valley as a

Among the houses that were buill
the n ineties on lots purchased at th
auctio n is the home at 246 Corte
M adera Avenue built by the Will
Arnold family. A t the auction , Geo
E. Billings, associated with the Hall
Shipbuilding Company of San Fran
cisco , purch ased fo ur lots at 160 CO'
Madera Avenue for t he sum of $2, 1.
and by th e following year, h ad buil t
summer home there which he name
"Redwood Lodge". It was surrounde
a well-tended garden and towering r
wood trees. A h andsome stone brid!
spanning the creek and a low stone
completely surrounding the estate WI
built by Manuel Fostine, an early
stonemason and road bu ilder in Mil
Valley, who was partly responsible f(
the blue stone retaining walls, found
tions and structural walls that are sc
much a part of the building of early
Valley. A small log cabin was built (
an island in the creek and beyond it
creek was dammed each summer to
form a swimming pool deep enough
diving. The tennis court near the he
was paved with crushed shell from
neighboring Indian mounds. Adjace
to the main house were several cott~
for guests of the hospitable Billings.
small one, now 144 Corte Madera

,

Dolly Cushing Jenkins, daughter of the Sia

:e company 3,000 acres on the
.ern slope of Mount T amalpais , (in
19 the site of Mill Valley west of
! Madera Creek), to settle an
,tedness of $100,000 against the
!r Richardson Estate. A
)ration called "T he T amalpais Land
Water Company," was formed
'r the chairmanship of Joseph
n Eastland, a member of the board
e finance company, to administer
Jroperty. He hired Michael
laughnessy, the San Francisco
leer who later designed the Hetch
hy water project for the City of
Francisco, to survey the lots and
lut the streets and design a water
ly for the new community, (Cascade
I). Corte Madera Avenue was the
I access road into Blithedale
yon and it was along th is street and
he western slope of the canyon t h at
es were to spring up. T he lots were
at a public auction in O ld M ill
in May, 1890. A lthough advert ised
arge" lots, most of them were 40'
in their narrowest dimension so
many of the buyers bought several
ining lots in order to have more
modious properties.
le new town was named "Eastlan d"
vote of some of his friends and
n.g the years before the name M ill
!y was adopted, many enterprises
: name Eastland , including a resort
I in the canyon. Eastland persuaded
Northwestern Pacific Railroad to
n.d a spur into downtown M ill
ey. Originally intended to carry
ht from Almonte, by late 1890,
::nger service was offered presaging
beginning of Mill Valley as a

bedroom community of San Francisco.
The construction of private housing
was accompanied by the building of
several small resort hotels. One of the
first of these was the Hotel Eastland,
built for M rs. Mary C ullen, on land
purchased at the auction . It stood on
Corte Madera Avenue at Lyon Place.
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A mong the houses that were built in
the nineties on lots purchased at the
auction is the home at 246 Corte
Madera Avenue built by the Will
Arnold family. A t the auctio n , George
E. Billings, associated wit h the Hall
Sh ipbuilding Company of San Fran
cisco, purchased four lots at 160 Corte
Madera Avenue for the sum of $2,125,
and by the following year, had built a
summer home there which he named
"Redwood Lodge". It was surrounded by
a well-tended garden and towering red
wood trees. A handsome stone bridge
spanning the creek and a low stone wall
completely surrounding the estate were
built by Manuel Fostine , an early
stonemason and road builder in Mill
Valley, who was partly responsible for
the blue stone retaining walls, founda
tions and structural walls that are so
much a part of the building of early Mill
Valley. A small log cabin was built on
an island in the creek and beyond it the
creek was dammed each summer to
form a swimming pool deep enough for
diving. The tennis court near the house
was paved with crushed shell from
neighboring Indian mo unds. Adjacent
to t he main house were several cottages
fo r guests of the hospitable Billings. A
small one, now 144 Corte Madera

Left; Mrs. Sidney Cushing. Right; Dr. John Cushing homesteaded in Blithedale ·Canyon in 1873.

Avenue, was a playhouse for the
children . It was called the "Living Doll
House." T he guest cottage at 178 Corte
Madera Avenue was n amed "Nixie Cot
tage", after George Billing's yacht, the
"Nixie". The lots adjoining the Billings'
were bought by their friend , Henry
Bridge, who built the house th at became
the family home at 186 Corte Madera
Avenue.
A Mr. Dan Hayes was one of th e first
guests of Dr. Cushin g's hotel and
bought the lot at 216 Corte Madera at
the 1890 auction. Two years later, he
built the house there and, because of its
proximity to the hotel, it is believed that
he permitted it to be used for overflow
hotel guests, although he lived in it

Dolly Cushing Jenkins, daughter of the Sidney Cushings.

r
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until h is death in 1909.
The indefatigable Mary C ullen, who
operated the Eastland Hotel until it
burned, also operated a small resort, the
"Woodside Inn", where Corte Madera
ended in a grove of redwoods (probably
the site of 309 Corte Madera Avenue).

One

of the most spectacular of the
early private properties was the Japanese
"village" called "Migojima", (Owl's nest),
on t he 32 acre estate of Geroge T.
Marsh , a San Francisco importer and
student of oriental culture. T he proper
ty, west of Blithedale Aven ue, was off of
Marguerite (and now Marsh Drive). Mr.
Marsh owned import stores in San
Francisco, Monterey, Los Angeles and

V isitors at a tent cabin on the Blithedale Hotel grounds about 1900.

Ensenada, Mexico. He is credited with
h aving introduced Japanese art into the
U nited States. T h e first house he built
on his property followed the Japanese
tradition and was designed to h ave low
tables, roll-up beds, a porch overlooking
a stream and a sunken bath tub. Built
in 1892, the house was an architectural
innovation in th e area. Marsh was also
responsible fo r n aming the Richmon d
District in San Francisco after his birth
place, Richmond, A ustralia. He also
promoted the construction of the
Japanese Tea G arden in G olden Gate
Park for the "Midwinter Fair" of 1894.
A more pretentious three story house,
also in the Japanese style, was built on
the property in 1894, using materi als
salvaged fro m t he Japan ese theater at
the Midwinter Fair. T he roof supported
a short ridge pole with fo ur steeply slop
ing sides. T he in terior ceiling of inter
woven wooden strips gave the illusion of
golden, woven satin ribbon . In addition
there were at least three cottages, a
clubhouse for guests, a tree house for
honeymooners in a SO' redwood tree
and a stage with dressing rooms built
into a n atural amph itheater th at seated
200 spectators. T here were also a large
barn and several utility houses including
a "coal house" where 200 Japanese oil
lamps were lighted each day, 50 at a
time, to illuminate th e h ouses,
driveways and paths of the complex.
The idea of a railroad from M ill

U pper left; Pathway from Corte
Madera Avenue to Redwood
Lodge, built in 1890's.
Upper right; Gate to Redwood Lodge
at 160 Corte M adera Avenue.
Lower left; Grounds of Redwood
Lodge with stone bridge over creek to
island between 2 channels.
Lower right; Hayes house at 216
Corte Madera Avenue, built in
1890's . N ote " fis h scale" shingles.

Valley to the top of Mount Tamalpais is
said to h ave originated with the
secretary of th e T amalpais Land and
Water C ompany, Louis Janes Oanes
Street in Homestead took his name).
The railroad th at opened Blithedale
C anyon to the world was begun on
February 5, 1896. It was heartily en
dorsed by Sidney Cushing, who became
president of the railway, as it was
expected to bring new business to his
hotel even thQugh the construction of a
trestle for the railroad destroyed the
Blithedale Dam. O n A ugust 22nd the
first passenger train made its way to the
top of th e mountain , followed four days
later, by the offici al "Grand Opening"
for the members of the press who were
feted with champagne under the red
woods at th e Blithedale Hotel. The
tracks paralleled Corte Madera Avenue
on the east side and h ad stops at the
gateway of Redwood Lodge, at the
Blithedale Hotel , the George Marsh pro
perty and again at Lee Street. Besides its
passenger service it delivered materials
for Marsh's building an d much later fo r
the building of the "G arden of Allah"
furt her up the mountain.

1900-1910
In 1900, M ill Valley was incorporated
as a city of the 6th class. The following
decade was a period of continued
development in Blithedale C anyon as
new homes and recreation al facilities
were added to the semi-rural area. A
popul ar resort was added below the
Marsh Estate on Marguerite opposite
Rowan Way. It was n amed the Abbey
Hotel after the owner, Miss A bbey
Howe. The main building was a large,
two story pagoda-like structure with
arched porch roof lines. A large recrea
tion hall in which Saturday night par
ties were held and separate guest cot
tages made up some of the 20 buildings
on the property, which, along with the
tennis court, provided every comfort for
the enjoyment of the guests. It was an
important part of the resort period of
the canyon when the Blith edale Hotel
complex itself, by 1908, h ad 125 rooms
available for guests.
In 1902, the Billings b uilt the cottage
th at borders the street at 9 Eldridge
Avenue and gave it the n ame
"Trillicum" (friends h ip) cottage.

.......<
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Originally built as a guest cottage, it
later became the home of their
daughter, Mae (Ward) whose first child
was born there.
The large, comfortable, brown shingle
house on the corner of Eldridge and
Coronet, was built in 1902 for the
family of Mrs. Helen Delmar C linton, a
niece of Dr. Warner, who came to the
area in 1887 and after whom Warner
Canyon is named. Early photographs
show the Warner family camping near
the site of the eighth hole of the Mill
Valley Golf Course.
About 1903, on the property at 2
Bigelow, an imposing brown shingle
home was built for the Rademakers (Mr.
Rademaker was chief accountant for the
North Coast Pacific Railroad). The sur
rounding garden boasts a specimen
magnolia tree brought from the Panama
Pacific Exposition of 1915 in San
Francisco.
T he tiny cottage at 15 Eldridge was
built in 1904 for Mrs. Anna Bendix
Martino. Originally designated as "13"
Eldridge, Mrs. Martino insisted on the
change of number for reasons of
superstition. She traveled to Mill
Valley by train, riding in the box car in
wh ich she brought her horse, all the
way from South Dakota. She built a
small stable by herself, which is still
standing in the backyard. Along the
street, the garage served as an artist's
studio an d is now a garage again .

1900-1910
In 1900, Mill Valley was incorporated
as a city of the 6th class. The following
decade was a period of continued
development in Blithedale Canyon as
new homes and recreational facilities
were added to the semi-rural area. A
popular resort was added below the
Marsh Estate on Marguerite opposite
Rowan Way. It was named the Abbey
Hotel after the owner, Miss Abbey
Howe. The main building was a large,
two story pagoda-like structure with
arched porch roof lines. A large recrea
tion hall in which Saturday night par
ties were held and separate guest cot
tages made up some of the 20 buildings
on the property, which, along with the
tennis court, provided every comfort fo r
the enjoyment of the guests. It was an
important part of the resort period of
the canyon when the Blithedale Hotel
complex itself, by 1908, had 125 rooms
available for guests.
In 1902, the Billings built the cottage
that borders the street at 9 Eldridge
Avenue and gave it the name
"Trillicum" (friendship) cottage.

Originally built as a guest cottage, it
later became the home of their
daughter, Mae (Ward) whose first child
was born there.
The large, comfortable, brown shingle
house on the corner of Eldridge and
Coronet, was built in 1902 for the
family of Mrs. Helen Delmar Clinton, a
niece of Dr. Warner, who came to the
area in 1887 and after whom Warner
Canyon is named. Early photographs
show the Warner family camping near
the site of the eighth hole of the M ill
Valley Golf Course.
About 1903, on the property at 2
Bigelow, an imposing brown shingle
home was built for the Rademakers (Mr.
Rademaker was chief accountant for the
North Coast Pacific Railroad). T he sur
rounding garden boasts a specimen
magnolia tree brought from the Panama
Pacific Exposition of 1915 in San
Francisco.
The tiny cottage at 15 Eldridge was
built in 1904 for Mrs. Anha Bendix
Martino. Originally designated as "13"
Eldridge, Mrs. Martino insisted on the
change of number for reasons of
superstition. She traveled to Mill
Valley by train, riding in the box car in
which she brought her horse, all the
way fro m South Dakota. She built a
small stable by herself, which is still
standing in the backyard. Along the
street, the garage served as an artist's
studio and is now a garage again.

Another fine example of the brown
shingle "California style" architecture is
located at 266 West Blithedale (at King
Street) . It was built in 1905 for George
Wh ittle, a San Francisco banker.
In 1905, the Mount Tamalpais
Railroad provided Blithedale Canyon
with its own transport service for a
distance of over a mile from the center
of town to Lee Street. The car, known
as the "dinky," operated every half hour
during commuting time and cost 5 cents
a ride. The first of the three cars that
were used on the Lee Street Local was
built on a Thomas Flyer auto body. It
was called the "Black M aria" and it was
probably the car that was destroyed in a
collision with the mountain train in
1906. General Rich ard H. Warfield,
manager of the Mt. T amalpais
Tavern , was returning late for the
scheduled run and persuaded the
engineer to drive him to Lee Street. The
engineer protested that there was not
enough time to reach the siding but
proceeded anyway. The general was
killed in the resulting collision, one of
the two fatalities on the mountain line.
The disastrous earthquake and fire of
1906 that laid waste to so much of San
Francisco changed the character of
Blithedale Canyon from a summer
home vacationland to a permanent
home suburb of the city. The summer
home, Redwood Lodge, became the
family residence of the Billings.

Mrs . Geo. T. Marsh at Gate co Marsh home
on Marguerite Ave. On right; Fire Dept. at
footbridge near Marsh Station. Circa 1900.

One of the fami lies who settled in
Blithedale in 1906 was the C h arles
Cole Family. T hey purchased their lot,
which faces on 197 Corte Madera, from
the Girard Smiths, whose home on the
upper end of the property faces on
Magee.
Around 1906, Morris Marcus built the
rustic redwood house at 312 West
Blithedale on the property he had pur
chased in 1890. Set off by a handsome
blue stone retaining wall , the property
also h ad large grounds with a garden,
fruit trees and a grove of redwoods. A
barn and other out-buildings had access
to King Street and a recent home has
been built on a sub-division of the
property.
One of the important builders and
developers of M ill Valley was Harvey
Klyce. He constructed the Masonic Hall
on Corte M adera in 1903 from pre
scribed plans. One of his early houses in
th is area, before his later speculative cot
tages, is the spacious brown shingle
house at 38 Bigelow, built as a wedding
present for the daughter of a Mr. Folger,
who lived nearby on Roosevelt. These
large, early houses, because of their
comfortable size were able to accom
modate growing families and have been
changed very little.

Below; Engine #8 at Mill Valley train sta
tion ready to push cars through Blithedale
Canyon enroute to top of Me. Tamalpais.
Circa 1915. At right; Engineer Bonner
Wh itcomb and Conductor Clifton Groves
beside the " Lee St . Local". 1906 .

1920-1930

1910-1920
T he decade after 1910 witnessed the
dissolution of the Blithedale Hotel
resort. C ushing's widow retired to the
cottage facing West Blithedale at # 1 Cot
tage Avenue in 1911. The grounds were
later divided into 70 building lots. There
were still no streets on the land. By
1915, the present house at 195 West
Blithedale was built o n what is believed
to h ave been the founda tion of the
Blithedale Hotel main house. If this is
true it has come full circle from the
single story King house to the multi
storied Cushing Hotel and back to a
single story dwelling.
O n watersh ed land above the George
Marsh Estate, (now El Capitan), Ralston
White, son of Lovell Wh ite (cashier for
the original Tamalpais Land and Water
Company), commissioned the
distinguished architect, Willis Polk, to
build him a 16 room house. Built in
1912, the concrete and steel used in its
construction were carried by the moun
tain railroad. The house was named
"The Garden of A llah" after a romantic
novel of the period.

The house at 70 Bigelow, which also
faces on Coronet, was built in 1912 and
named "Two Oaks" fo r the twin trees at
the entrance. Roy Ward, son-in-law of
the Billings, bought the ho use in 1916.
Th at same year he saw service in France
during World War 1. Upon his fortu nate
return , he enlisted the services of Walter
Radclif, Jr. a well known architect, to
expand the house to accommodate his
growing fa mily of fou r daughters. In
order to commemorate his service
overseas, Mr. Ward commissioned lead
ed glass windows depicting the insignia
of all the divisions th at fought in the
A rgonne Forest. The architect suc
cessfully integrated this distinctive feature

above the windows of the house where
they are clearly visible from the street.
In 1918, two of the original Blithedale
cottages were moved together to create
the more modern , liveable house at 176
West Blithedale. Unfortunately, there
was so much dry rot in the foun dations
that a recent owner of the house, who
was planning to remodel it , had to tear
the house down. A new, larger house
was built on the site in 1986. Another
concession to progress is the conversion
of the barn behind the house at 265 W.
Blithedale into a modern cottage. Many
other houses of t his vintage, as late as
1915, were fort unate to have barns th at
could be so easily adapted to change.

The decade of the 1920's was a time c
triumph and disasters. It was no longer
possible to create the large estates that
graced Blithedale at the turn of the
century, as large plots of land were no
longer available and the general
economy was more modest. Attractive
h omes however were still possible, for
example the New England style house a
143 West Blithedale was built at this
period on two lots purchased in 192 1
and 1923. The site still has a redwood
grove and stumps are visible inside the
foundation indicating that th is was a
heavily wooded area at the time. T his
may also have been a campsite for the
crew of the mountain railroad, as spike,
were uncovered in the grove next to thl
rai l line which ran next to the property .
In front of this house is located the
"Smallest Park in the World," really a
ring of redwoods in the center of the
corner of West Blithedale and Eldridge
Avenues. At one time, the Billings
property h ad a gate next to th is grove.
In 1920, the Billings had their stable
moved across the street and converted i
into a rental unit. It became the house
at 8 Eldridge Avenue. A large garage
was added on the property to house an
service the early Billings' autos.
A small house was added at 295
Corte Madera Avenue in 1920 in a trul
bungalow style. Later expansion of the
ho use and the addition of a garage we~
sensitively harmonized with the origina.
design.
One of the additions of the 1920's w,
the construction of streets on the
Cush ing property, when it became a
subdivision of the city of Mill Valley.
That part of West Blithedale which
crossed the old hotel property became
known as Cottage Avenue and the
present Cottage Avenue was called Ea,
Cottage. Around 1925 the street was
paved. It became West Blithedale in th
1930's, starting at the Outdoor Art
C lub.
Around this time, speculative house~
became a lucrative business.
Entreprenuers, such as Harvey Klyce,
bought up small lots all over the city
and erected small cottages on them,
which sold well . H is basic plan called
a series of three pitched roofs (gable
ends toward the front of the building)
t he center section recessed to make an
entry way and house a brick chimney.
The houses that were built with this
gabled plan were varied by the
introd uction of different materials ant
finis hes to give them individuality. T h
Klyce cottage built about 1927, at #24
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1920-1930
T he decade of the 1920's was a time of
triumph and disasters. It was no longer
possible to create the large estates that
graced Blith edale at the turn of the
century, as large plots of land were no
longer available and the general
economy was more modest. Attractive
homes however were still possible, for
example the New England style house at
143 West Blithedale was built at this
period on two lots purchased in 192 1
and 1923. The site still h as a redwood
grove and stumps are visible inside the
fo undatio n indicating that this was a
heavily wooded area at the time. T h is
may also h ave been a campsite fo r the
crew of t he mo untain railroad, as spikes
were uncovered in the grove next to the
rail li ne wh ich ran next to t he property.
In front of th is house is located the
"Smallest Park in t he World, " really a
ring of redwoods in the center of the
corner of West Blithedale and Eldridge
Avenues. At o ne time, the Billi ngs
property had a gate next to this grove.
In 1920, the Billi ngs had their stable
moved across the street and converted it
into a rental unit . It became the house
at 8 Eldridge Avenue. A large garage
was added o n t he property to house and
service the earl y Billi ngs' autos.
A small house was added at 295
Corte Madera Avenue in 1920 in a true
bungalow style. Later expansion of the
house and the addi tion of a garage were
sensitively h armo n ized with the original
design.
One of the additio ns of the 1920's was
the constructio n of streets on the
C ushing pro perty, when it became a
subdivisio n of the city of M ill Valley.
T hat part of West Blithedale which
crossed the old hotel property became
known as Cottage Aven ue and the
present Cottage Avenue was ca lled East
Cottage. A round 1925 t he street was
paved. It became West Blitheda le in the
1930's , starting at the Outdoor Art
C lub.
A round this time, speculative houses
became a lucrative business.
Entreprenuers, such as Harvey Klyce,
bought up small lots all over the city
and erected small co ttages o n them,
which sold well . His basic plan called for
a series of three pitched roofs (gable
ends toward the front of the building),
the center section recessed to make an
entry way and house a brick chimney.
The houses t hat were built with this
gabled plan were varied by the
introd uctio n of different materials and
finishes to give them individuality. The
Klyce cottage built about 1927, at #247

Top photo; The July 4, 1899 celebration in Blithedale Canyon included lifelo ng resident Ben Upham
(wearing Derby). Left ; Built in 1912, 70 Bigelow was acquired by Roy Ward, son-in-law of Geo. Billings in
1916. Middle right; 2 Bigelow was built by the Rademakers in 1903 . Mr. Rademaker was chief accountant
for the North C oast Pacific Railroad. Bottom right; The New England style home a t 143 W. Blithedale
was built in early 1920's near the entry to Billing's property. Site area indicates it had large Redwoods that
had been cut for lumber.

C orte M adera Avenue was given a log
faced finish ; at #44 West Blithedale the
cottage is of ship-lap siding and black
trim; at #3 7 it is heavily shingled ; and at
#27 the siding is white wood with grey
trim.

A

major construction during the 20's
was a three story Mediterra nean house
built o n the George Marsh property by
his so n , Lucien . T he main Marsh house
of Japanese style burned to the grou nd
in 1925 following a C hristmas party.

Abo ut this same time, M rs. C h arles
Cole comm issio ned a Japanese builder
to add the imposing red liTorii" gate (a
trad itional Japanese temple gate), to her
property at Winwood Place and C orte
Madera Avenue. M rs. Cole was as
ardent an orientalist as George Mars h,
and her gate is often erro neo usly
identified as belongi ng to the Marsh
pro perty. T he Japanese influence could
also be seen in the garden developed by
Herman Hein , a gifted landscape
gardener, for h is home at 158 West

Blithedale. The house itself dates from
the 1920's.
The major disaster of the decade was
the great fire of 1929 wh ich destroyed
100 homes on the west slope of the
Canyon. Homes on the valley floor
were spared by a sh ift in the wind
direction. A ll t he remaining Marsh
Estate buildings were destroyed except
Lucien's stucco and tile house. The
concrete and steel "Garden of A llah"
also survived. The Abbey Hotel
complex went up in smoke. The Girard
Smith house burned and the family
took refuge with the Costigans until
they could rebuild.
Another of the cottages destroyed in
1929 was the summer home of a M ajor
Rowan . Rowan Way was named fo r
him. He was the man who h ad taken
the important message to G arcia duri ng
the Span ish-A merican War (1 898), an
incident th at was later made into the
book, A Message to Garcia.
T he Henry Bridges saved their house
by hosing down the roof to extinguish
the sparks and embers that rained down
upon it from the burning houses above.

T he Bridges had buried their silver and
a precious mantle clock in anticipation
of the destruction that seemed
inevitable. The fire destroyed t he ties of
the mountain railroad. This setback ,
coupled with the advent of the motor
car as a more convenient means of
going up the mountain, doomed the
Mount T amalpais Railroad. But nature
is forgiving and hum an nature is
perservering. Now, almost sixty years
later, evidence of the fire has been
obliterated and Blithedale enjoys its
original blessings of climate, fo rest and
stream.
Nowhere is this more evident th an in
the two "samples" of wilderness th at
have been preserved along Corte
Madera C reek, Miller Grove and
Blithedale Park. Mrs. Annie D. Miller
purchased the redwood grove between
C orte M adera a nd West Blithedale
Avenues starting beyond Gard ner Street
and ru nning for 393 feet toward
Eldridge. She gave it to the city as a
park in memory of her son, C larence
Miller. The next year, the Outdoor Art
Club raised the money to buy the

adjoining land as an add ition to the
grove, and on May I, 1946, M iller
Grove was accepted as a city park. The
other primeval area, is a "V" shaped
strip of land , one arm of which was the
scenic ra ilroad right of way bordering
West Blithedale from Marsh Drive
toward Lee Street. The other "arm"
runs west up the defile where Marsh
Drive is located. Although steeper and
more inaccessible than M iller Grove, it
does preserve a n atural aspect of the
can yon that is unique to the area. It is
known as B1ithedale Park and is an
agreeable place to rest and contemplate
t he waters of Corte Madera Creek.
Bl ithedale has accepted its suburban
role graciously and the lovely homes
that have been built on its slopes blend
in h armony with the oaks and
redwoods that are its natural heritage.
The heavy forestation has been
encouraged by the cu ltivation around
the many homes th at have been added ,
but if the Hoo-Koo-E-Koo Indians could
return to B1ithedale Canyon, they would
still consider it as "The Best Place"
to be.

Top left; The home at 8 Eldridge Avenue, w hich Iuui. been the Billings Stable, was moved across the street and converted to a rental unit in 1920. Top right; The
" log cab in" at 247 Corte M adera Avenue, built by HaTVe)' Klyce. Bottom lef t; Another view of 70 Bigelow. Bottom right ; T iny Cottage at 15 Eldridge built in
1904 for Mrs . Anna Martino.
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Stan ley J. Osborne
John L , O liver
James Olmste ad
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Mill Valley
Honor Roll

Ambrose P. P olacchl
Lyn n R. Prichard
Tr Om 9S O . Philbr ick
CUfford G. P age
B . A. Pixley
W illiam L. P eters
Lloyd F. Postel
Howard A. Parsh a ll
Alcuin B. P aul us
John A. Prew
James C . Pa tte rson
W illia m V. Purdy
Mickey A. PIerce
Louis J . P ol k
Tom R. Polk

The M ill Valley Rotary Club was proud to
h ave h ad the privilege to erect t his Ho nor Roll
in Lytton Square wishing a speedy return to all
from Mill Valley who had go ne to the War.
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MG . O . Roos
William K. McLellan
H ugh E. Rutherford Jr.
John A. Raggio
Ch a rl es McDougal
Pastor R. Ramboy
Donald McDougal
Erling RMicha.elsen
Francis A. Ra(;mOnd
Arth ur Mackey
Paul P. R oelo sen
John V. Mancha
Livlo R. Romettl
James B. Russell
Rober t W. M urPhll Jr.
Law rence J. Mars 11
Rober t F . Rkan
John W. Ra ow Jr.
Lucien A. M arsh Jr.
Elgar M. Meye r
Edward H. Reeser
R ode rick R. MacKenzie W illlam R Reeve
Alvin A. Meyer
George H. Rich
R ussell Modln
J a mes A. K. Richarda
Helen McNamara
W oodrow P . Ritchie
C ha rles E. McCrum
R alph W. Robb
Le ighton McK enzie
G eorge P . Roemer
D onald A. MacK innon
M ilton Rogers
Nea l J . Maggiora
Edward J . Roll
Joh n R. :vtahoney
Edward C. Ro5eman
John J. Rossi
Ba be A. Malone
Rober t P . Russell
J ames L. Maloney
P rank E. Rossman
John A. Malln
Leo
J. Ruchens ki
Wallace Marsh all
D avid W. Ryan
J ac k Martin
Stuart A P.a.hwyler
Raymond J . Masog
James R. Mathews
John C. Rea
J ames S . Reeve
James L . M edllcott
Ja mes D . Richardson
W a lter J . Meyer J r .
Josep h C . Roberts
Vernon L. Modln
Allen V. M a r tini
ShaJ,er O . L . Robinson
Fre erick A. Roemer
John E. McDermott
Alber t M. Ross
Fred E. M itchell
W illIam P. Rus J r.
Neal J . McLens
P eler Rhodes
Donald McKown
W!lHam Roberts Jr.
Albert R. M iller
Donald J . R ush ton
Alfred F. Mollna.
Samuel B. Reed
Ralph Monoogan
George Henry Ryan
Louis W. Mo r aes
F o rrest P . Moran
SRobe r t A. Mannl~
Donald R. Sadler
Charles L. Marsh I
George R. S a xton
George R. Mason
Arth ur P . Schalde
Robert L. Messenger
W arren Schell
Weston H. Monoogan
C arl H . Schwarzenber g
Albert V. M ura y
Neill B. Scott
W lll G . Ma son
J ames V. Seltzer
Frederick J. Mayer
Elliott W . Se,mour
W ilHam W. McCurdy
Edward W . Siemens
Robert S . McChesney
Adolph J . SUva
Robert F . McDermo ttEarl E. Shepard
Willlam B. McWatters
Benito Sil va
George T . Meyer
Martin Sea ver
Gerald E. Meyer
WlIllam Seaver
Stewa rt L. Meyer
Paul Silveira
Elmer A. M yers
Bert A. Stocking
Carl J . McAdoo
Robert N. SUvey
Douglas J . ~ctcCaleb
Theodore E. Smith
Carroll F. McElr oy
Leland
J . S paulding
R obert L . McElroy
John S. Steckel
Jess L. McFarren
Wil
liam
H . Sterne
Albert H. Monoogan
Fran k E . Stolte
Ralgh M . M eyer
G eorge M. Stutzman
R ic ard Alan Miller
L . M. Sym m es Jr.
NG eor ge F . Sa n tos
Stanley R . Saxton Jr.
Erhard t Nielsen
K enneth E. S till
Lloyd H. Nullmeyer
Edwa rd Sychrowsky
James A. Nye
Frank J . Sc haal
M ervin W. Nauert
S ta nle y S cott
W ilHam C . Neela nds
Lloyd W. Sheppard
Thomas C. Nelson Jr.
J o, eph A. Simonet
Ted Nelson
Ric ha rd V. Sloan
George R. Nelson
Benj a min E . Nelson Jr. Gregory K. Solon
E rnest Wells Steele
George Frank Nunez

*

Lowell J. S te phenson
W arren A. Steveley
Joseph Shalnman
S im on Scott
Ja mes K . S her an
R oane T . Si as
Thomas C . Slas
Marx H. W . S ievers
An tonio D . S ilva
Joh n A.Sllva
Albert J . Silveira.
Peter P. S il veira
J oe S ilveria
Richa rd J. Shepherd
Arnold C . S mith
Ch ris t ian A. S m ith
Anthon y F . So ldavlnl
Zelm er C. Standa rd
Day W . Sy mmes
Alfred J . S antos
Lionel E. Smith
Zan Sta rk J r.
Gor do n I. Smith
T homas J. Schaal
Arthur L. Schallock
D wigh t Spangler
Robert A. Schmitz
John F . Summ erl1\
R J. Scherzer
Edward J. Schwartz
WalterJ. S ilva
John H . Spooner
Frank B . SpUlane
W. Colller Sm ith
Barbara C. Seitz

*

TAlbert F. Taylor
C h arles Thompson Jr.
Glenn D. T lcehurst
John A. T llley
Rowlin Q. Todd
Robert M. Tone
Jose ph J. Tamburlnl
James C. Thebaut
Frank M. T h omllnson
Ken neth K.Tvete
D onald R. Tauer
Ernest G . Thomas
Thom as R. Tawns
Earl M . Thacker
Thomas Taylor
W'l IHam Taylor

v

Charles P . VanHoutte J r .
Ch arles A. Varney
Joh n F . Varnf'Y
Richard Colin Varney
Jack Van S ise
Art hur J. Valenzuela.
Glen n Van de Sand t
Gordon vo n der Werth

w

Constance M. Woodcock
Harvey Gil bert Wallace
H arvey Wehmeier
G eoge C. Waldmann
George N. W alker Jr.
Still' E. WaHer stedt
W il Ham O. W e issich
Donald E . Wentworth
George E . W'lckh am
W illiam P . Wickham
Roy C. Wa rd
J ohn W. Wattenb arger
Ca rl H. W ichman
R ichard T . Wood
George A. Williams
J ames Daniel Woodward
W illiam W. Wylle
Jo hn R. Wardlaw
Philip C. Watkins
Ralph E . Warner
Russell N. Weeks
Alan D . Whittaker J r .
E ugene L. Whitt
Ed win V. Wood
R ussell B. W ood
Jack Wa ldmann
Edwar d R. Waite
Nich o las W . Whiting
Aug ustus W. Ward
War ren Wel ls
Earl Wor rell
Nell E. W h ite
Basil S . Wheeler
W il bur W . Weir
Chfton A. Wtlklns
Geor ge W. Wh ite
San ford A. White
Jean A. Wegscheider
Donald J. Wllch ar

1'
Gordon Young
Rober tS. Young
Edward G . You ngeJ" Jr.
Joseph M. Younger
Harriet You nger
Z-
John E. Ziegler
Fra n k ZutTlnettl
Mario J . Zutflnettl
Lo uis J . Zufflnetti
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pohli,
Rock of Ages
By Fred Sandrock

I

ts most notabLe feature was a surprise.
The audience, absorbed by the action in the
center of the stage, suddenL)' heard a voice
coming from the distance. On a might) rock
stood the Great W hite Sp irit summoning
the hero (Piayutuma) from consideration of
mere personaL Love to service for his people . . .
So wrote John D. Barry in his column
for the San Francisco Call about Dan
Toth eroh's new and original play,
"Tamalpa," performed in the Mountain
Theater on Sunday, May 22, 192 1.
Based on a legend of the Tarnal Indians,
this play that has been presented eight
times has become part of Marin folklore.

"T he Mountain Play," a descriptive
booklet by The Mountain Play
Association covering the fi rst fifty-two
productions, concluded its summary of
"Tamalpa" :

T his was the first use of Pohli 's Rock
for a dramatic entrance. Silhouetted
against the sky, the Great W hite
Spirit spoke the closing lines as
Tamalpa's body was borne to her
final resting place: "Throw over her
the purple cloak that she will always
wear - a shroud of amethyst from
tip of toe to crown of hair. "

Ramon Pohli, Lowell High School Yearbook,
December 1909. Photo courtesy Paul Lucey,
Lowell A lumni Association .
T he Great Wh ite Spiri t atop Pohli Rock in
"Tamalpa," 1921. CourteS)' Mou ntain Pia)'
A ssociation press book, California Room, Marin
County Library.
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Ramon Pohli , Lowell High School Yearbook,
December 1909. Photo courtesy Paul Lucey,
Lowell A lumni Association.
T he Great White Spirit atop Pohli Rock in
"Tamalpa," 192 1. Courtesy M oun tain Play
Association press book, California Room, Marin
County LibraT)'.

In 1985, the Moun tain Theater was
alive with "The Sound of Music." Maria
von Trapp made her singing entrance
from atop Poh li Rock, setting a joyous
tone fo r the delightful performance that
followed.
Legends ma y or may no t have an
historical basis. Pohli Rock has a
fascina ting, though tragic, true tale
behind its name. It is the story of a
talented youth , the beginnings of the
Mountain Play traditio n, a Mill Valley
fa mily, and a revered memorial.
Emil Pohli, the son of a Swiss silk
weaver, was born in Zurich in 1862 and
came to C alifo rnia in 1883 . In Sonoma
he met h is fut ure German wife, Kate,
and they moved to San Francisco where
Emil became an outstanding lawyer. By
1896, the Pohlis h ad a M ill Valley
summer and weekend house at 41
Bigelow, where it stands today. A s early
as 1902, Kate Poh li was one of the
fo unders of the Mill Valley Outdoor A rt
C lub. In 1904, she was a chairman of a
committee fo rmed to raise $80,000 fo r
the purchase of Sequo ia C al'ion , an
early Muir Woods project that was
completed by Congressman William
Kent and President T heodore Roosevelt
in 1908.
In 1894, Austin Ramon Pohli, the first
of two sons, was born . He attended San
Francisco's Lowell H igh School where
he was graduated as an honor student
in December, 1909. Ramon went on to
the University of Califo rnia and became
associated with drama instructor,
Garnet Holme.
Holme was one of several men
credited with the concept of an outdoor
theater on the slopes of Mount
Tamalpais and became the play's fi rst
director from 1913 to 1929. Others
envisioning the potential of the natural
setting included Jo hn C. Catlin , lawyer
and hiker; Augustin C. Keane, lawyer
and future member of the M ountain
Play A ssociation; and R.F. (Richard
Festus) "Dad" O 'Rourke, perennial hiker
and first superintendent of Muir Woods
N ational Monument.
It was on Sunday, March 9, 19 13 ,
that Garnet Holme, together with
Ramo n Pohli, made two crowning
decisions: the first mo untan play was to
be "Ab raham and Isaac," accompanied
by scenes from "Twelfth N igh t ," and the
site would be the natural amphitheater
near Rock Spring. Holme selected Pohli
as h is business manager and the stage
was set.
O n May 4, 1913 , "nearly 2000 people"
climbed the mou ntain to view the
premier performance with its breath
taking backdrop. T he "grand success" of

the historic production was due largely
to the efforts and ability of the young
and energetic Ramon Pohli. M ill
Valley's THE RECORD-ENT ERPRISE
of May 10, 1913, reported, "It is now
proposed to make the Tamalpais play an
annual event ."
W ith what must have been a great
feeling of in ner sat isfaction , Ramon
would return to "Cal" as a senior. But
now was the time to savor h is
accomplishments by taking a Yosemite
vacation with college fr iends.
T hen , a tragic ending. The fro nt page
of T H E RECORD-ENTERPRISE, May
24, 19 13, told the gruesome story.

BRIGHT YOUNG MAN
VICTIM Of ACCIDfNT
UR'l'IN HAMON POHLl, lion
of Mr. Bnd Mrs. Emil Pohli
of Mill Vallt'y, met hill dt!ath
Tue!lliBY of this week by fall 
ing over a prt'cipice at Snow
Cl'et'k (all~ in the Yosemite. He was
Ii junior at the Uuiversity of Califor
Ilia Bnd had jUllt l'ornpletell hi" work
an.d become of the senior elBSS.

[AJ
A

In M arch , 1914, By-Laws of the new
Mou ntain Play Associatio n were
adopted. The organization's mi n utes
included a resolution that the rock be
ded icated "in memory of M r. Ramon
Poh li. "
A t the open ing of the 19 14 play, a
tablet was unveiled and the rock was
form ally dedicated. Joh n C. Catlin,
association presiden t; Garnet Holme,

play director; and Edward Rainey, San
Francisco Mayor James Rolph's
secretary, spoke at the solemn ceremony.
Ramon's ashes are now on the
mo u ntain he loved.
But there would be a tragic sequel:
On February 12, 1929, Garnet H olme,
passed away after a fall wh ile coming
down a steep trail from his Larkspur
home. H is ashes were embedded in the
rock behind his plaque. "Flamenca," the
productio n that year, played to an
audience of 6000 and was dedicated in
Garnet's memory.
In 1988 the M ountai n Play
Association will celebrate th e diamond
jubilee of the M o untain Play. The
dramatic role that Po hli Rock h as
played over seventy-five years will
constitute an important part of the
commemoratio n .
Salem Rice, M ill Valley geologist and
specialist on Mount T amalpais'
formation and development, h as
described the rock thusly:

Pohli Rock has a long and
complicated geologic history. It is a
large fragment of greenstone, an
ancient lava erupted on the sea floor
about 400 million years ago. It
occupies a zone of great disruption
where the rocks of the earth's crust
have been fragmented, jumbled, and
uplifted as a result of the convergence
of the NOTth A merican plate against
the plate underlying the Pacific
Ocean.

Rock of ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee.

Dick and Jean Pohli at home
in Mill Valley with their Irish
Setter, Wyn, April 1987.
Dick's father was Ramon 's
younger brother. T he Pohlis are
perennial Moun tain Play goers.
Fred Sandrock photo.

Mark Fong
(415) 383-PETS

12 CORTE MADERA AVENUE
MILL VAli.EY. CAUFORNIA 94941

Birds - Fish - Small Critters - Full line of Pet Supplies & Advice
365 Miller Ave. - Mill Valley. CA 94941 -Mon.-Sat. 9,30 AM-6,OO PM

PHONE 388-3222 WINE DEPT. 388-VINO

CAPRICORN
ENGLISH &IRISH
COUNTRY PINE ANTIQUE
FURNITURE

[).D

Antiques & Cookware
100 THROCKMORrON AVENUE. MILL VALLEY 388-1720

San Franc1Bco: 224 Grant Ave.• 2253 Polk St.• M1ll Valley: 69 Throckmorton Ave.

~~w.:'~1~=n~~Jii~;'J~~%Ca~~~~~~

116 Throckmorton Avenue / Mill Valley, CA 9494 1 / (41 5) 388-1229

THROCKMORTON AVE., MILL VAL1.EY, CA 388-0742

f)iUEGGER

~NURSERIES

Tableware & Flowers
II Throckmorton Avenue
Mill Valley, CA 94941
Telephone 415-381-1271

Come With Confidence
Mill Valley
Kentfield
Novato

l:I.a~tings

C9--Hastlngs

