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TO:

MEMORANDUM

Climate Action Plan (CAP) Task Force

FROM.: Danielle Staude, Senior Planner

SUBJECT: Background Material for CAP Meeting 8 (May 18, 2022)

DATE: May 4, 2022

The Task Force will hear a presentation from Chris Choo, County of Marin Planning
Manager for the Department of Public Works, which will focus on several County-led
adaptation projects that are in progress. In preparation for the meeting, Task Force
Members may wish to review the County’s website on its adaptation-related programs,
see “online resources” section below for links.

The Task Force will then transition into a discussion and review of remaining CAP
programs (ATTACHMENT 1), including: 1) sequestration and adaptation and 2)
implementation and monitoring.

*

Sequestration and Adaptation Programs: Based on previous discussions, there
has been some interest by the Task Force to explore additional regulations
regarding salvaging wood from heritage trees. The removal of a heritage tree
requires a permit and must satisfy a series of criteria for the tree to be removed.
As part of the review and approval process, replacement of heritage trees are
required: for each six inches or fraction thereof of the diameter of the removed tree, three
trees of the same genus and species shall be planted on the project site. Staff suggests
exploring opportunities to salvage heritage trees prior to adding any such regulations.

Implementation and Monitoring Programs: Some members of the CAP Task
Force have raised interest in supporting a resolution for City Council to consider a
resolution declaring a climate emergency. Staff has provided example resolutions
(ATTACHMENT 2) to facilitate a discussion at the May 3™ meeting, as part of
the discussion of “implementation and monitoring” programs. Based on
discussion and input at the meeting, the Task Force could consider adding a new
program to the “implementation” programs recommending the City Council
consider adoption of a climate emergency resolution as a means of establishing
additional implementing measures, as outlined in the draft resolutions.



Preparation for Meeting #8
May 3, 2022

31  Next Steps: In terms of working toward the Task Force’s goal of assembling a Draft
32  CAP document for Planning Commission review and City Council approval, staff
33 recommends the following:

34

35 e Meeting 9: This meeting will focus on establishing targets and priority setting to
36 assist the CAP consultant in assembling the implementation strategy, see “online
37 resources” for an example from the Larkspur CAP (Appendix B). At the April 19
38 meeting, the Task Force also discussed providing input on key take aways that
39 could be highlighted in the Draft CAP, which can also be addressed at this
40 meeting.

41

42 e Meeting 10/Draft CAP: The Task Force also discussed hosting a webinar that
43 would solicit input from the community on the Draft CAP and provide final Task
44 Force recommendations.

45

46  Attachments:

47 1. Draft CAP Programs/Actions: Sequestration, Adaptation, Implementation and
48 Monitoring

49 2. Example: Climate Emergency Resolution

50

51  Online Resources:

52 e BayWAVE Vulnerability Assessment: https://www.marincounty.org/main/sea-level-

53 rise/vulnerability-

54 assessment#:~:text=BayWAVE%20is%20a%20focused%20vulnerability,coordinated%2
55 C%20multi%?2Djurisdictional%20assessment.

56

57 e Marin Countywide Vulnerability Assessment: https://www.marincounty.org/-

58 /media/files/departments/cd/he/marin-county-vulnerability-assessment_final with-

59 appendicies_reduced-20220117.pdf?la=en

60

61 e See Appendix B: Implementation Table that will be prepared based on Task Force input
62 https://marinclimate.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Larkspur-Climate-Action-Plan-

63 2030.pdf

64
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https://marinclimate.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Larkspur-Climate-Action-Plan-2030.pdf

ATTACHMENT 1

Draft Sequestration & Adaptation

and Implementation & Monitoring Actions

SA-C1: Urban Forest

Increase carbon sequestration and improve air quality and natural cooling through expansion and
enhancement of green spaces and increasing appropriate (e.g., native, drought-resistant, fire resilient)
tree cover, other vegetation, and healthy soils in Mill Valley.

1]

Plant and maintain additional trees on City-owned land, including public parks, open space,
medians, and rights of way, where feasible.

Review parking lot landscape standards to maximize tree cover, size, growth, and sequestration
potential.

Regulate and minimize removal of large (heritage) trees and require planting of replacement
trees and or sufficient fees to support mitigation planting in Mill Valley’s parks and open spaces.
Require that the site planning, construction, and maintenance of new development preserve
existing healthy trees and native vegetation on site to the maximum extent feasible. Replace
trees and vegetation not able to be saved with native/appropriate species.

Encourage community members to plant native/appropriate trees on private land. Consider
creating a tree giveaway program or providing lower-cost trees to the public through a bulk
purchasing program.

Encourage the creation of no-till community gardens and healthy soil management on public
lands by community groups and on private lands by individual households.

Provide information to the public, including landscape companies, gardeners, and nurseries, on
carbon sequestration rates, drought tolerance, and fire resistance of different tree and
vegetation species, as well as healthy soil management.

Collaborate with fire agencies, Marin County Open Space District, Marin Municipal Water
District, and private property owners, to manage fire-prone trees and invasive species in the
open space for forest health, water cycling, soil organic matter, and reduction of fuel load.
Require new development, redevelopment, and infrastructure projects to implement best
management practices as feasible, including low-impact development techniques, the minimal
use of non-pervious surfaces in landscape design, and the integration of natural features into
the project design, to naturally filter and biodegrade contaminants and to minimize surface
runoff into drainage systems and creeks.

Sequestration & Adaptation and Implementation &

Monitoring Programs
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SA-C2: Carbon Sequestration
Increase carbon sequestration in developed landscapes and open/natural areas.

Encourage and support composting to develop healthy, carbon-rich soils.

Manage parks and open spaces to steadily increase carbon in vegetation and soil.

Manage trees and invasive species in the open space for forest health, water cycling, and
organic soil matter, as well as reduction of fuel load.

Work with the County to explore opportunities for carbon drawdown in aquatic environments,
such as tidal wetlands and bay.

SA-C3: Carbon Offsets
Reduce the impact of greenhouse gas emissions through the purchase of high quality, well-vetted and
verifiable carbon offsets.

Identify and partner with local non-profit organizations and/or businesses that actively
sequester carbon in their activities (e.g., climate-smart habitat restoration or regenerative
agriculture like the Marin Carbon Project) to promote a carbon offset program.

Encourage community members to purchase high quality carbon offsets that have been vetted
and can be verified by credible authorities or organizations to reduce their carbon footprint
through engagement campaigns.

Consider partnering with a local non-profit organization to promote an effective and reliable
carbon offset program.

Focus on offsetting emissions that are difficult to mitigate otherwise, such as airplane travel.

SA-C4: Climate Change and Sea Level Rise Adaptation
Prepare for and adapt to a rising sea level and climate change impacts such as extreme heat and
wildfire.

2|

a.

Support and integrate Climate Action Planning and implementation with the ongoing adaptation
efforts of BayWAVE.

Coordinate and integrate climate adaptation planning consistently throughout related City plans,
including but not limited to the General Plan and its Safety Element, Local Hazard Mitigation Plan
(LHMP), sea level rise adaptation plans, Community Wildfire Protection Plan, and emergency and
capital improvement plans.

Ensure fair and robust inclusion of lower-income households and diverse communities in the
planning and response to climate change impacts, including sea level rise, wildfire, public health,
and emergency preparedness.

Collaborate with Marin cities and towns, the County of Marin, the Marin Wildfire Prevention
Authority, special districts, and regional bodies such as the Transportation Authority of Marin to
coordinate and integrate planning.

Adopt a comprehensive climate change adaptation plan that prepares for and responds to the
expected impacts of climate change, including the identification of populations and
neighborhoods most vulnerable to these impacts.

Sequestration & Adaptation and Implementation &

Monitoring Programs
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IM-C1: Annual Monitoring
Monitor and report on the City’s progress annually. Create an annual priorities list for implementation.

IM-C2: Update GHG Emissions Inventories
Update and report the greenhouse gas emissions inventory for community emissions annually and every
five years for government operations.

IM-C3: Funding Sources

Identify funding sources for recommended actions, and pursue local, regional, State, and federal grants
as appropriate. Investigate creation of a local carbon fund or other permanent source of revenue to
implement the Climate Action Plan.

IM-C4: Update the Climate Action Plan
Update the Climate Action Plan regularly to incorporate new long-term reduction targets and strategies
to meet those targets.

3] Sequestration & Adaptation and Implementation &
Monitoring Programs
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RESOLUTION NO.
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LARKSPUR
DECLARING A CLIMATE EMERGENCY

WHEREAS, the City Council is devoted to protecting and promoting the health, safety, and welfare of
Larkspur’s residents; and

WHEREAS, Larkspur’s General Plan and Climate Action Plan seek to improve, enhance, and preserve the
environment and to promote Larkspur’s long-term environmental sustainability and livability; and

WHEREAS, the City Council agrees with the consensus among climate scientists that global climate and
ecological crises are underway and acknowledges the disproportionate effects of climate impacts on
vulnerable communities; and

WHEREAS, in 2016 the California State legislature passed SB 32, setting interim greenhouse gas
reduction targets of 40% below 1990 levels by 2030 and on September 10, 2018, California Governor
Brown signed Executive Order B-55-18 setting a new statewide goal of carbon neutrality (net zero
greenhouse gas emissions) as soon as possible and no later than 2045; and

WHEREAS, many climate scientists now believe achieving net zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2045 is
insufficient to avoid the worst consequences of climate change and are urging net zero emissions be
achieved by 2030; and

WHEREAS, in 2018, the 4th National and California Climate Change Assessments warned that extreme
weather and climate-related events in the United States are worsening, predicting increased droughts
and heat waves in the western U.S. resulting in increased intensity and magnitude of wildfires, declining
snowpack and water supply, increased flooding, impacted agriculture, as well as substantial damage to
the economy and human health, unless greenhouse gas emissions are immediately and dramatically
curbed; and

WHEREAS, atmospheric CO2 is now 50 percent higher than at any time in human history and global
average temperatures are at their highest level since measurements commenced, and both trends are
increasing; and

WHEREAS, the critical climate tipping points, as defined by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change Fifth Assessment Report, that we are rapidly approaching must be avoided, as they will have
cascading effects on the survival of our species; and

WHEREAS, humanity can no longer safely emit greenhouse gases and must undertake an emergency
mobilization effort across all sectors to: (1) safely reduce and remove excess greenhouse gases from the
atmosphere; (2) preserve and restore the Earth’s biodiversity; (3) implement safety measures to protect
all people and species from the consequences of abrupt warming in the near-term; and (4) cultivate a
just transition toward climate resiliency; and

WHEREAS, Larkspur has taken a number of important actions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and
enhance the quality of life in our community including sustainable land use planning, adoption of its first
Climate Action Plan in 2010, securing 100% renewable energy with MCE Deep Green for City facilities,
and developing a revised and updated Climate Action Plan 2030; and
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WHEREAS, despite significant actions by Larkspur and other governmental entities to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions, we are currently facing an increasingly urgent climate crisis that demands
dramatic and accelerated action by all levels of government including Federal, State, County and local
municipalities to avoid the worst consequences of climate change,

NOW BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, the City Council joins the growing number of jurisdictions in Marin
County, the Bay Area and California to declare that a climate emergency threatens our city, region,
state, nation, humanity and the natural world, requiring urgent action; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City Council affirms the need for the understanding, active participation
and collaboration of the broader Larkspur community for all actions and initiatives Larkspur may adopt
in response to the climate emergency and commits to: (1) provide outreach, information and education
for Larkspur residents, businesses, and City staff on the urgency of climate responses and reduction of
greenhouse gas emissions, as well as policies and strategies to advance sustainability and resilience; and
(2) regularly assess Larkspur’s greenhouse gas reduction goals, actions and policies and provide public-
facing progress reports and metrics at least annually; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City Council adopts the State of California’s goals of reducing greenhouse
gas emissions to 40% below 1990 levels by 2030 and achieving carbon neutrality (net zero greenhouse
gas emissions) as soon as possible and no later than 2045, including potential acceleration of these
dates by the State, and directs the City Manager to work with staff on climate actions by the City of
Larkspur, its residents and jointly with others, including the actions identified in Larkspur’s Climate
Action Plan 2030, to meet or exceed these goals; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City Council, in response to the urgent need for dramatic and accelerated
action, supports the aspirational goal of achieving net zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 while
recognizing this may not be achievable given the limited authority and resources available to Larkspur
for this purpose; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City Council directs the City Manager to work with staff to include a
consideration of consistency with this Climate Emergency Resolution and Larkspur’s Climate Action Plan,
as amended or updated, in all relevant staff reports, just as it currently considers fiscal impact, General
Plan consistency and the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA); and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City Council will elevate climate issues to be a high priority in its bi-
annual goal-setting process and directs the City Manager to seek financial and regulatory assistance as
appropriate to support Larkspur’s climate actions and to earmark specific funds for greenhouse gas and
climate change mitigation and adaptation measures; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City of Larkspur joins and will advocate for a nationwide call for regional,
state, national, and international climate emergency mobilization efforts at all levels of government to
reverse global warming and the resulting ecological crisis.

The foregoing Resolution was adopted at the regular meeting of the Larkspur City Council held

on , 2021 by the following vote:

AYES:
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NOES:
ABSENT:

ABSTAIN:

Kevin Haroff, Mayor

ATTEST:

Alison Foulis, City Clerk






WHEREAS, the Town of Corte Madera is on the verge of adopting a revised and clarified Climate
Action Plan; and

WHEREAS, on November 18, 2020, the Town Climate Action Committee held a public meeting to
consider this resolution and recommended the Town Council adopt this resolution.

NOW BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, the Town Council declares that a climate emergency
threatens our town, region, state, nation, humanity and the natural world; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Town of Corte Madera affirms the need for the understanding,
participation and collaboration of the broader Corte Madera community for all actions and initiatives
the Town may adopt in response to the climate emergency and commits to providing outreach,
information and education for Corte Madera residents, businesses, and Town staff on the urgency of
climate responses, reduction of GHG emissions, the policies and strategies to advance sustainability and
resilience; and to regularly assess its GHG reduction goals, actions and policies and provide progress
reports and metrics at appropriate times; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Town Council directs the Town Manager to work with staff to
include support by the Town of Corte Madera in concrete actions that are in concert with County of
Marin and the State of California in their common goal to achieve greenhouse gas net zero emissions
by 2045.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Town Council directs the Town Manager to work with staff to
include consideration and prioritization of consistency with the Town’s Climate Action Plan, as
amended or updated, in all relevant staff reports, just as it currently considers fiscal impact, General
Plan consistency and the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA); and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Town Council directs the Town Manager to work with staff to
earmark specific funds for greenhouse gas and climate change mitigation and adaptation measures; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Town of Corte Madera joins and will advocate for a nation-wide
call for regional, national, and international climate emergency mobilization efforts at all levels of
government to reverse global warming and the ecological crisis.

The foregoing Resolution was adopted at the regular meeting of the Corte Madera Town Council held
on December 1, 2020 by the following vote:

AYES: Councilmembers: Beckman, Casissa, Kunhardt, Lee, Ravasio

NOES: Councilmembers: - None -
Eli §g§an, Mayor

ABSTAIN: Councilmembers: - None -

ATTEST:.

Rebecca Vafightn, Town Clerk

‘
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